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PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION. 



The history of this little Work may be briefly, 
given. Mr Campbell, shortly after his return 
from Afnca, was desirous to publish in bis native 
city, short notes of such scenes and incidents 
in his travels as tended to illustrate particular 
passives of Scripture. The manuscript was ao- 
cordinglj sent to the Rev, William Innes, wittt 
permission, as will be seen from the ibllowii^ 
characteristic entraet from the letter which ac- 
companied it, to make alterations, if necessary, 
before publication : — 

" The manuscript is sent for your inspection. 
It has cost me a deal of labour ; but so did the 
pyramids of Egypt and the tower of Babel; and 
what was the use of them after they were 
finished ? Should you think that, with a little 
culling, tbey might suit the Scotch taste, yon 
are at perfect liberty to prune as you please, for 
I had not taste in view while writing, but, as far 
as I was able, to throw light on some passc^es of ' 
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Scripture. At the same time, I confess I aimed 
at excluding heaviness, and making it as enter- 
taininc to the reader as I could, to make it 
palatable to the young as well as the old. It is all 
original — nothing stolen from other writers, — bo 
that I alone am responsible for all its contents." 

Mr Innes found little to alter, as his correft- 
pondent had written in bis happiest style, and 
with special reference to the instruction of the 
young, — ii class whose sympathies Mr Campbell, 
from long eiperience in the editorship of a juve- 
nile periodical, was peculiarly qualified to interest. 

A new edition being called for, the Publisher 
has availed himself of the opportunity to introduce 
a Bic^rapbical Sketch of the Author, — an addi- 
tion which will not probably be deemed the len 
Taluable, that this devoted servant of the Lord 
has now entered on his reward. The Indices have 
also been re-arrangcd, and will be found to fociliute 
more easy reference to the volume, 

EUIMBUIGD, iliirth 1642. 
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BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF THE 

AUTHOR. 



John Campbell was bom at Edinburgh in 1766. 
His father, who was a native of Killin, and an indi- 
vidual of great piety, died when John, the youngest 
son, was only two years old. Thus deprived of the 
care of one parent, the children, three sons, were 
thrown upon the sole charge of their widowed mother, 
who, however, survived her husband only four years. 
On the death of their mother, the three orphan chil- 
dren went as boarders into the house of their uncle, 
Mr Bowers of Edinburgh, '^ a pious and judicious 
Christian, who was an elder or deacon of the Relief 
Church." Placed under such guardianship, the ut- 
most attention was paid, not merely to the domestic 
comfort, but to the religious training of the young 
Campbells. John was educated along with his bro- 
thers at the High School, then under the rectorship 
of Dr Adams, and he appears to have made consider- 
able proficiency in the acquisition of classical know- 
ledge, though, from failing to pursue such studies in 
after years, his acquaintance with the languages of 

B 
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anliquity was by no means Each as might have t 
expected from hia early advantages. From his child- 
hood he was characterised by hubita of enterpriac^ 
and he was often accustomctl tu tell that his unide 
thought him an nnprotniaing scholar, becaiTse he waa 
fonder of rambliiig about the Salisbury Crags, or cf 
building tnrf huta, like the Africans, in the gardui. 
The same disposition continued with liitu through lift. 
He delighted in travelling, silid the ample scope whioh 
he afterwards found for this propensity in the wilds of 
Africa, seemed to give fresh vigour aud force to hi'a 
active mind. 

Under his uncle's roof, young Campbell «ds reared 
with a peculiar view to the formatiuo of a decidedly 
religions character. 

He was apprenticed lo a goldsoiith and jeweller in 
Edinburgh, and in this silnation he conducted hiimwdf 
wilh the most exemplary fidelity and conscientious- 
noan. Still, by his own confession, though he had 
enjoyed many reli^ous adviuitages in his uncla'a 
honse, he was addicted in his boyisb days to profane 
swearing. This, however, never settled into a habit | 
and, by the blessing of God upon the pione inatru^ 
tians and example of Mr Bowers, he wn* led to for- 
sake the company and the practices of those wiekad 
oawiciatua who alrove to ensnare biro. The death of 
hia uncle apiieam to have Rimie a dec]i impifaUm 
npon his mind, lie hogan tn be more in eumeat 
npon the subject of religion, and he strenuonsly •»• 
deavoared tvae<|uir«Kuch a idale of liolJQcm ■■ wxaild 
rccomincnd bim ta the Divine favour. Inall tliii^^ 
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u HeeMng to ealablish a. righteousneea ut' Iiis 
irhilo be was DGg-lecting to submit himself to the 
tighteousnese of Gud. He now eat blmself to study 
Dr Uoddridge'8"EiseaiidPro(iTess of Religion iu 
Soul." At the same time, he read Bunjan'e "Grace i 
Abounding to the Chief of Binnere." Neither of 
tkelle well known treatises produced the desired effect , 
'Upon bis mind. He imbibed erroneous contieptiona J 
ef the salvation of God, and be was kept io a motl J 

state of raind for nearly two yen 
4tdvanced in the knowledge of tbe Scripture 
ttecamc clearer and more completely in accordance • 
jmitk Divine truth. For a long period, however, hi 
nnwiUing to reoogoise a crucified Saviour as the 
vnlg ground of his bope. From tliis condition of legal 
bondage be was gradually delivered, cluelly hy a 
4»refal and prayerful study of tbe Bible, and inter- 
e with pious acquaintances. 
Amid the severe conflict to which Mr Campbell w 
pnbjected, he was held in high esteem by many en 
ant Gbristions, and s^i^t most of his leisure houn 
a visiting tbe sick and dying poor. At length, in 
'89, he b^ian to think of dedicating himself to the 
rvice of God, in the work of tbe ministry. On this 
fnbject he consulted tbe Hev. Thomas Scott, the 
itor, who gave hb udvice in the following 



« aapa Sinit, 24H Sr}>l. 1789. 
' Dear Sik, — 1 should have written a line in ail 
ir to your last very frieDdlj letter, but that neces 
J engagements so much engi-oaaed my time, that I 
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had not leisure and spirits for the purpose. I linve 
heen very poor]}' of the asthma, &c. ; but, IblesaGo^ 
I am much recovered, Ihougli I cannot yet bear mj 
former degree of application. However, I tind it vt-rj 
g;ood to be mode sensible how frail 1 am, and hair 
'VaniBhiog all things here below are, so that I an 
satisfied the Lord hath done all things well. Bot I 
know you will excuse me not entering copiousl^r upon 
ttaj subject, aa I have bo much writing ; and, thers- 
fore, I shall only drop a few hints npon the sul^ect 
of the latter part of your letter. I thank you for yonr 
confideace, but I am a poor coaiuellor. I cnottot, 
upon the view 1 now have, see any material objectioa 
to yow prosecuting your intention. The requisite 
qnali&ctttions, so fur oa human learning can snp^ 
thtm, may abundantly be attained, with moderat* 
application, in the terms ofyeors you mention, wU^ 
seems to me needlessly long. Natural talents^ Z an 
persuaded, you do not want ; and spiritual gifts fiir 
the work God will not withhold from those who d^ 
sire the ministry as a good work, and in a proper 
manner. Faithful and djHgent ministers were altmn 
wanted ; and whilst we daily pray the Lord of th« 
harvest to seed Lhem forth, wo cannot, consistentl]', 
discourage those who seem likely to prove siicli j to 
that the whole seems le tum upon the internal mm* 
•cionanEss of your own mind respecting Ihs motivM 
And principles of tliis choice. He wlio counts all but 
loss for an iatorc«t In the iinscarchable ricLea of 
Christ, and the whole of his salvation ; and who !■ 
willing to rrnotincc, venture, or engage in auy tiling, 
rstbor tliaii give up Ihat hope, U prepared fur the 

KQoral calling of a Cbrislian. He who hath that 
'e to Christ, and to (he aouls of men, that he dindrci 
to be an initniment in pronioting fab glory in iMr 
aalvstion, in preference to more ossy, lucraiivis or 
oreditabla employments t and who ii willing to hm TOi ' 
hardship. In laboo]-, anil, if called to it, ' 
promoting this work ; who connta the c 
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Bud difficulty of the uudertakuig, but 
trusts in the Lord to assiat, and support, and canj' 
Jliin tbrougii ; and who doea not ivillingly allow of 
ihe desire of popularity, praise, fi.c,, as the motives of 
hie ohoiL'e, but ia willing, if the Lord please, to labour 
in obscuritf, iu poverty, and under reproach, so he 
may be but useful ; — I think this man is prepared for 
the calling of a minister, and is moved by tho Holy 
Ghost to tsjie this office upon him, and may fairly 
«ooclude himself to be so, provided the Lord, in his 
.provideuce, op^n a door for Ids admisaion, in a way 
consistent with his judgment and conscienco. I have 
Hotbing to odd to these loose hiuts, but to desire that 
would remember me in your prayers. Mrs ScoH 
res her respects, — I am your sjucerely affectionate 
nead, 6iOt Tnowia Boott." 

Mr Campbell did not net upon this advice for seve- 
I Hal years subsequent to the date of this letter ; but 
ho still continued to do all tlie good in his [>ower. 
About this time lie became acquainted with the Rev. 
ijobn Newton, with whom be regularly corresponded 
'jfat a long period. On all the stirring points of the 
May, whether eeclesiaatiiaJ or political, he communi- 
itated his views to this excellent man ; and the ail- 
rices nnd judicious counsels which he received In 
■etum, he felt to be pecuhsrly valuable. From one 
if the letters which formed a part of this correepon- 
lenoe, we quote a pusssge, descriptive of the great 
e which, at length, after many years' hard can- 
st with conflicting doubts and fears, took place in 
[r Cwopbell's views of the Gospel scheme of satva- 
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imderatuod, seemed plain aa the A, B, C. Eartii]^ 
crowuH, sceptres, and thrones, appeared quite jialtrjr 
in mj' eyes, and not worth desiring;- I felt a com- 
plete oontentnieiit with mv lot in Ute. I trembled t» 
think of any abatement of iny futh, love, and senai- 
Inlity : it required resolution to be reused to rsioHB 
long in the world. Indeed, I could scarce admit the 
idea of long life ; I faared the trials and vicissitudM 
connected with it ; i>ut was completely silenced wHb 
that noble saying- of our reigning Redeemer, — 'lif 
grace is sufficient for thee.' 1 saw I was fully wn- 
mnted to mind tlie things of to-day, leaving the cour 
ceros of to-morrow to Hia wise disposal. I felt ii 
eniy to introduce spiritual conversation wherever I 
was, and to recommend Christ wherever I went I 
saw tliat every thing acceptable to God, or comfbii- 
able to ourselves, was the product of Diiine power. 
I saw the folly aud criminality of being too muoh tn 
ooropany, though composed of the best people in tht 
world. I feel nothing more conducive to intenwl 
peace and prosperity thau a regular, meek, evOi, 
walk." 

The suddenness of this gracious deliverance TOtjf 
appear startling to many readers ; but we ought arcr 
to remember, that the (i|>irit is r^ulated by uo certaia 
and definite mudMof Hoting. lie ^vesno account of 
>ny of his mnttem. Some, as in the case of tlie Phi- 
lippian jailor, are suddenly, and in a moment, ealUd 
out of itarknow into Oud'a marvcllonn light ; while 
othnn arc gradually and icn[ivrceplibly led to tee mi 
to nnbniCD the trutli oa it b id Jesus. Mr CainpbeQ 
from ttiis period felt that lie had ))woiuo a partaker 
of lliat glui-loun llbtrly wherewith CliriM make* Ue 
|wnple ftiw. Ue liaH now renivod tbo 8pirit of adi^ 
tioti, whvrt'tiy ht- could C17, JLUm, h'aUiM. 
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Mt Campbeli was uaturall; of s. haniane and bene- 

I volent dispositioD, He delighted to search out, and, 

C SB far Be possible, to reSieve coses of di.streas, and, for 

I tliis purpose, often did he repair to the dark and dirty 

Iiorela of the poor, warning, reproving, eidiorting, 

consoling, as the ciruumataticea seemed to warrant. 

That he might be the means of doing good 

t tenaivelf, he pnhUshed and distrihuted tracts, thm 

iffusing the truth aa widely ec possible. It is inte- 

to learn from his own pen the origin of hia 

1 tract diBtrihiition. The descripti< 

te gives of it is as follows : — 

"I think it was while looking over ah 
pni|>hlets at a book-stall, that I observed < 
—''nouB caat, entitled, ' The Life and Experience of 
.' (or, aa I afterwards heard, Fanny Sydney]^. 
Hiblished by some bookseller in I<lngland. It was 
mly eight pages, stitched in a blue cover, which I 
Jnirchaeed for twopence. On readi 
ideaaed with the simplicity and piety 
Uiat 1 got an edition printed ; part of which was 
and the rest circulated gralb. While on a \i> 
Loudon, having fallen in with the fine old stc 
P<ior Joseph, in verse, 1 printed an edition of 



second anniversary of Mrs Newton's death ; a print- 
ed copy of which he sent me in a frank, which I re- 
printed, and presented copies to friends. During tha 
three ancceetUng years he sent me, in manuscript, ths 
Uuid, fourth, and fifth anniversaries of the s 
mt. all poems ; which I gave away also an 
jnds — presenting also a portion of them to tha 
Bthor. Acting in tliis little way, as a tmct circuit- 
— '- - few years from 1789, it oucLirred to s 



I 
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frionda, that Bomotliing more eSectual might be dont 
in this way, by forming a, little Eoeiety for the expMn 
purpose of priutiiig aiid circulating religiuos tracbk 
Whsu the mutter was mentioned lo idi-, 1 tligfalf 
approved of it, and was one of about a donun w1h> 
fonnedourselveBintoaReligioui Tract Society- Thia, 
D8 far as I iuiow, was the first Eociety of the Idnd 
that ever existed in the world." 

Hia next scheme for the advancement of religioi^ 
viaa the estalilishmQiit of Sabbath ScbooU, of wUoh 
very few then existed in ticotlond. lie accordin^jr 
opened one of these schools in the old Archers* Hkl^ 
OD the south skirts of Edinburgh ; and] as the plan 
succeeded to a wish, giving (he highest satisfactim 
to all eoncerned, he ojieiied anotliur in the hall be- 
longing to the £diaburgU Dispensary. The teacbcn 
selected by Mr Campbell were, in botli these caatt, 
plain, Bonsiblti, pious men, who nnderstood their 
Bible well, and instructed the childien in the es- 
sential truths of the Gospel. Encouruged by hb 
success, Mr Campbell etitablishcd a Hsbbalh schM) 
in Loanbead, a viliuge u few miles distiuit from 
Kdinburgh. This euhuol, which was atteodt^d bf 
about 2(H) echularv, he taught himself. The ex- 
tunple Hwn spread, Schools were opened in thm 
village of lloiiiiynggTt, in Dalkeith, Penicuick, and 
otbur places. Xu all them oxertions to do good, Mr 
Cuopbell received both counsel luid onoourvgenMSitt 
from tbp vrnnmble C'ounUsa of Leven, and iudeod 
tho whole Ualgownie fkmily, and otliers of the Heotoli 
nobility. Ilul while Mabl>alh fchouhi were thus be- 
ginning lo be ptiuited, nnd to pronper in and around 
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Edinburgh, they were almost entirely unknown every 
where else in Scotland. To suggest the idea in other 
places, Mr Campbell set out on a week's tour, accom- 
panied by his friend and coadjutor, Mr J. A. Haldane. 
Setting out one Monday morning, they travelled to 
Glasgow, distributing tracts to rich and poor as they 
proceeded along the road. In Glasgow, Paisley* 
Greenock, and other towns in the west, they succeed- 
ed in calling public attention to the peculiar impor- 
tance of the institution of Sabbath schools ; and they 
had the high gratification of learning, in three months 
afterwards, that the result of one week's exertion in 
itinerating for this great object, had been the forma- 
tion of sixty Sabbath schools. 

The next philanthropic plan to which Mr Campbell 
devoted his energies, was the introduction of the 
preaching of the Gospel into villages and districts 
which had long been destitute of Divine ordinances. 
The first place of this description which attracted his 
notice, was the village of Gilmerton, in the neigh- 
bourhood of Edinburgh. Here he succeeded in estab- 
lishing a regular Sabbath evening service, which was 
supplied by students of divinity and lay-preachers. 
Mr Joseph Rate led the way in this good work, and 
was followed by Messrs Aikman, Haldane, and Camp- 
bell, who commenced their exertions as lay-preachers 
in Gilmerton. From this small beginning arose very 
important results, which, in fact, gave rise to a new 
era in the religious history of Scotland. 

That such varied and exciting labours should have 
affected Mr Campbell's health, is not at all surprising. 



r 
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Beddea attending to his buuness as a hardware mt/t' 
chant — visitiDg the poor, the sick, aud thu djing — 
preaching- in tho fiurrounding viUages— tencliing and 
superintending Sabbath schoola — he carried ou, >t 
the same time, an extensive correspondence witli the 
leading religious men and philauthropista of the daf , 
In vain did hia venerated Jriend, the Countess ol 
Leveo, warn him to beware of overtaalcing his mind 
Bud body. He was young, ardent, and zealous in th* 
good work, and he could scarcely be peranaded to 
spare himself. At length, however, painful neceoai^ 
coiopeUed him to pause in hia exertions for a titne ; 
but no sooner did he rcgun his strength, than he Mt 
out anew, with redoubled etforts, on his woric and 
labour of love. He won fsnw the itinerating t y ttvm, 
which he had been the (irst to introduce, assnms • 
prominence in the pubhc eye wiiicli he liad not atili- 
cdpated ; and he never failed to speak in tho warmMt 
terms, oven in his otd age, of the unwearied lahoan 
of the Messra Ualdoiie in preaching the evcrlaatinf 
Gospel tliroughout the whole extent of Seotliuid. 

Interested ax Mr Campbell felt in all that concerned 
Die prugress of Christ's cause, hia symintliiea wM* 
strongly drawn forth by the occounts which h« had 
accidentally heard of llie revivalsof religion in Walei^ 
nndur the niitiiatry of the truly a[«HlDlic Mr Cbariaa 
of Bala. lie ii[>«nnl » curreBpondence with Hr 
CharleA upon iJie suhjnet ; aud the letters rccelvvd 
frum Uiln, hh well lu the narrative uf tho Wobli 
revivals, Mr Campbell cimilBtod thrauf-hotit Soot- 
Uod. uhI a«itlu)U»d » iqiirit, 1h uwy jidacof, oUcb 



led to great Eenrcliings of heart and eager inquivj'.V 
after the tmtli aa it is in Jesns. 

But while Jlr Canipbell whs thus evincing a livelf m 
concern about the progress of religion iu other placet^ l 
he did not reias his efforts in endeavouring to do good 
at home. Ahout this tiiuo, indeed, he was maiolf I 
instrameotal in forming the Philanthropic Society; J 
irhich was the commencement of what is now knows-] 
aa the Magdalene ABjlnm of Edinburgli. To tiitM 
highly nsefol and benevolent institution Mr Campb^' W 
■: acted as secretary ; being the lirst who occupied that 
I connection with the Society. In a few 
9, however, he resigned the officog and removed 
Bta Gla^ow. While tliere, he was again lionoured of 
POod to be oae of the tirst originators of the Magda- ' 
e Asylum in that city. I 

It was at tlds stirring period that the subject of 4 
the heatlien began to occupy a prominent ' 
±B attention of the religioua world. The 
a of the London Missionary Society, com- 
s it was, of Cliristians of all denomination^ 
a new era in the religious lustory of Britain, J 
z Campbell tella us, in liis usually happy and home- I 



" It had a moat electrifying effect on the ChriBtians 

rf the north. 'We were like men who dreamed." 

t the days of George Wliiteiield till then, the 

"ans on both sides of tlie Tweed had been fast 

The Chrislialja of different names were busv 

ng and adding to their walla of separation, 

w and then thrnwmg tquibt at each other from their 

Mlemeiits ; bnt the news of the above Society wa« 
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like the bunting forth of a bright meteor in a dut: ' 
night, — it attrncted ever; eye, and becunio a text *t 
BVBTj tea-table ; and those who bad not hcBrd nf it 
for a week were biohed at as peraons nbo bad bMn 
living in a coal-jiit ! many of wbich pits are in tbe 
neighboiirhuud of Ediaburgb." 

Tbe example of London was speedily followed by 
the uortbera metropolis ; and, on the faniiation of a 
similar institution in Edinburgli, Mr CanipbeU wm 
chosen one of the Directors. Sierra lieone, in AiKoft, 
was selected an tbe lirat scene of tbeir operations, bat 
the unht^althiness of tho cUmato put on end to lb* 
mission. This disostroni result led to tbe fuUowii^ 
plan, which n-e exphiin in Mr CamplKll's language : — 

" Musing on the unhealthiness of the i!ltnMt« to 
European constitutions, one morning, when ateppiag 
out of bed, this thought occurred, — Miaht we not 
bring oTvr Africa to England ; oducato her j when 
some, through grace and Gospel, might be converted 
and sent back to Africa ; if not any converted, j«t 
they might help to spread civilization ; so uU vroMld 
not be lost. Tbe amount of which was,— To ti; to 
bring over 20 or 30 or more boys and girls from the 
const of Guinea, through the influence of Goveraot 
Mocuuley ; ednoato them in Ediiiburgh, and Mod 
Ihem back to tlieir own country, to spread knowlodgt^ 
eipecialty Scripture knowledge." 

This plan lie communicated to several (nendSgUld 
among others, to tbu CounteM of Lcven.^through 
who«e bindnes* ho procured an inl«rvivw with Iha 
late Charles Grunt, E>q., chairtnun of the East lodU 
Company, who had just Ixifore returned from India. 
Mr Grant appmvnd of the scheme, and also Mr Wil- 
barfoniajbttt the London Anti-slavery coUiie, «ha 
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e consulted on the iiubject, advised, that tlio e: 
on of tbe scheme should be postponed till poocs I 
MUt France, which Ihej hoped would not be fur oSj I 
tnd because the war-taxes pressed hard upoQ tJie I 
people, they urged that it would be difBcuU to obt^ J 
nbscriptionB to defray the expenses. Mr Campbell 1 
L^nelded with reluctance to the proposal for delay. | 
Aboat a year and B-half after this, however, having 
Inentioned the subject to Mi Holdooe, the scheme 
M»k strong hold of that benevolent and devotedly 

n, and after revolving the raattor in hig i 
ind, he sent for Mr Campbell, when the following "J 
tDttversaUon took place : — I 

t "' What is the real reason why you were advised I 
In defer commencing the institution !' 'Entirely the 
ftded difficulty of obtaining funJi to defray the 
enM of the institntion.' 'Have you calculated 
le probable amount of those expenses I ' ' Yes ; the 
probable expense of bringing over 3D children, lodg- 
ing, BupporUog, and educating them for five years, and 
their passage back to Africa, will cuat from £6000 
to i£7000.' ' Supposing you were to write to the 
Governor of Sierra Ijlooe, stating that you had 
anffioient funds for supporting such an institution, 
and requesting him to collect 30 or 40 of the sons 
and daughters of the Africou chiefs over whom he 
bad influence, and send them over to you ; du you 
k he would have sufficient confidence in you to I 
II your oommisBion!' '1 think he would.' 'On! 
it do you ground that expectation?' ' When iJia.B 
uch destroyed the settlement or free-town, Gover- ^ 
r Hacauley came to London to lay the state of ' 
1 before the Company. After finishing the 
SBB there, he visited Scotland to see hia rela- 
On coraiug to Edinburgh, he coiled upon me 
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witli a 1t>tter of introduution from the Rev. Jolin 
Newtou (which would be a, sufiicient passport to an] 
Chriatiau iu Scotliuid, so hishlj were his works prized^ 
The Governor bad four siaters in Edinburgh living 
together, aud as thej had no particular friend to 
advise with, ho requested me to engage to be tboir 
adviser, to which proposal I readily coosented. Ib 
the course of a fear after tliey came under my wia^ 
I was bridegroom's loau to three out of the foo? 
On hearing Uii« statement, Mr Haldane was satiaile^ 
aod volunteered to be responsible for Ibe wholo mX' 
pense of the aoheme, and gave nic a letter to that 
ottcct. Accordingly I wrote by that day's post to 
Governor Macauley, Sierra Leone, requesting him to 
obtain 30 or 3S African bojs aud girls, and send tfaam 
to Edinburgh, as I bod obtained funds to defray aU 
expenses. 1 sent it to the care of Hemy 'i'liomton, 
M.P., IVcaaurer to the Sierra Leone Coinpao; ; and 
that day week seat a duplicate to the care of tbn 
Messrs Anderson of Pbilpot-lane, who liad a [area 
slave establishment on Banue Island, in the nei^t- 
bonrhood of Sierra Leone." 

Two years elapsed without receiving iutelligatiM 
ttom A&ica. At length a letter arrived from Gover- 
nor Macauley, dated Portsmouth, aud slating that ho 
hod brou^it over SO boys and 4 girls. MrCain|ib«il 
hastepcil III Loudon to recuive his young cbarg* ; bat 
before taking tbcm Iu Seotland, it was judged pT»« 
dent that they should )ie inoucnlated, and, fur thai 
purpose, tboy were all received into the Sniall^iuc 
Uoqiilal at Ht Panirraa, While wailing fiir tMr 
reoDvery, Mr Cauipbell was askod U> supply Kioga- 
land Chajwl, which wuh then vacant, lie did no tat 
ft few Sabbaths, a circmnatanca which, iu the iDyal» 
rioaa urangrmanta of Pruvidenci'. led lo his B)>poiitl- 
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I ment as ministei' uf that Chapel. Whilst tlie African ^^^| 

DhildFea were still in the hospital, some difTerence ot ^^H 

opiuion arose among the patrons about their educ^ ^^H 






TMb annoyed Mr Campbell uiueh 
(jety vas formed in Laudon, which took them off 
bis hands, and he returned, to Edinburgh without 
tbom. Thus f^led an experiment which he had 
much at heart, and which proDiise<l, by the Divins 
blessing, to pr«v« a signal benefit to poor, ensiavedjj 
degraded Afrii 

Daring his residence in Edinburgh Mr Campbell 

was indefutigabk in his efforts to promote the 

of the Redeemer, lie visited tlie sick — utamined 

into and relieved, as far aa he possibly could, the dea- 

Utiite ajid friondlcBs — estabUshed and sojieriD tended, 

:8Bbhath schools — preached in the Hurroundiiig villagwj 

^-distributed tracts — wrote small books, for the 

ictiou of the young. " Soldiers aud sailors," says hia 

ipher, " wrote to liim for advice ; the needy and 

ly, for money ; the reclaimed outcaj^ta, for prayer 

counsel j dark villages, for itinerauts; and chapel 

lilders, for help ; besides those who ordeml their 

ry magazines, books, and Scott's Commeit- 

r, and paid their accounts through him." While 

actively employed in advancing the interests of 

region, Mr Haldane having projected the for- 

BUtion, at his own expeuse, of a misniou to Bengal, 

i^lied to Mr Campbell to accompany them on their 

[diriatian enMrprise. At first bis decided conviction 

that it was liis duty to go ; but the arguments of 

iifriainirij partioularly Mr Newton and the Couutew 



I 
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of Leven, were effectnol in leading him to abaiidoa 
the design. " I have no doubt," said the fanner, nilli 
Lis chnraeteristic nnir/t^, "but Sutun would be glad 
to see foil shipped off to India, or any where, so be 
might get rid of you ; for yon stniid io his wny where 
yon are." Mr IlaldEine was not convinced by Wr 
Newton's reuaonings, and urged the matter upon Mr 
Campbell with intreosing earnestness, but withont 
Bucoess. This decbion, however, though opposMl to 
Air Haldane's wishes, did not alienate tbe two frieodt 
from each other in the slightest degree, — they stOl 
moved with the utmost harmony in aU their solinniM 
for the promotion of the truth ns it is in Jesus. 

The acceptance which Mr Campbell met with aa » 
tillage preacher, led bim to think of devoting himself 
wholly to tbe good work. He bad been ai 
to OBSociate with the godly ministers of every « 
gelieal denomination in Edinburgli, and he « 
intimate correspondence with the leading n 
both in England and Scotland. 

When Mr Campbell had at length formed hi* li 
lation to serve God in the work of the miniatir^fl 
repaired to Glasgow, where he studied under Iha t 
GreviUn ISwmg, who had shortly 1i«furc left tba E 
liahed Church aud joined the liideiieudents. 
Mr CampbnU's mind found ampin Hcopc for its « 
tion. Not only did. he diligently priHUonte . 
logical and rliimical ■[udi<-«, but " dnrliig all tha ll 
lis WM at (thugow," w(! are infurtnod by hia I 
grapber, " hi* was aboorliwl with the 
»nd Foreign Mhuionis and keeping up h 
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coireBpondence^ as well as preaching or teaching 
almost every day. 

In the course of his studies at Glasgow, Mr Camp- 
bell occasionally itinerated, along with Mr Haldane, 
for the purpose of preaching the Gospel in destitute 
parts of the country. He was requested, in 1802, by 
some of his attached friends in London, to visit the 
metropolis during the sunmier, that he might supply 
at Kingsland Chapel. It will be remembered that, 
several years before, when in London, he had preached 
in that cha^l, and the impression which he then 
made had not been effaced. Many of the congrega- 
tion looked forward to him as their spiritual guide. 
"While at Glasgow in 1799, Thomas Reyner, Esq., had 
written to him in these terms : — '^ We have been 
expecting and waiting for a minister to watch over 
US. Several have been proposed, but our way has 
never been clear hitherto. We are now of one heart 
and mind, and believe that the Lord has work for 
you here. We therefore say, 'Come and help us; 
and may the Spirit and presence of the Lord come 
with you !'" 

In prosecuting his journey to London, to gratify 

the congregation of Kingsland Chapel, he spent a 

month in preaching the Gospel in different counties 

of England. As soon as he reached the metropolis, 

he renewed his acquaintance with his friends and 

correspondents, Mr Newton and Bowland Hill. 

He preached frequently for the latter, and helped 

him to correct some of the proof-sheets of his ** Vil- 

c 2 
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lage Dialogues." The religious society in Ijondoi 
enjoyed much, more jioitieularlj' during the ] 
meetings, which aftijriied him an opportunity 
coming acquainted witli many of the most a 
ministers from all parts of the country. On thi 
of Jone, be letl London and returned to GUi 
spending some time iiy the way in inveatigaling 
teiigious stale of Cumberland and WestmoreUi 

After his return from the excitement of I 
in Stay, Mr Ciunpbsll resumed his studies undet 
Kwiog, his teaching in Sabbath schools, and ot 
preaching in the suburbs, particnlarly at But 
glen. In the spring of 1803, lie set 
prcacliing tour in the Highlands with Sir Jn 
Jlaldane ; und iu the autumn of the following ]i 
he prevailed on Mr Haldsne to visit, along wiiha 
the norlLem counties of Knglaud. Wbiiat t' 
prenclicd iu the lai^ townx, the other went U 
lurge villages, altenlately. Their labours v 
compunied with nn evident blessing. A few ni(N| 
after this tour, Mr Csoipbell agiiin v 
and niter supplying Kingaland Chajicl fur two tn 
u cull was presented to bim tu take the r 
cluirgc nf the congregation. He wao ordained ii 
beginning of 1604, and soon after llv t 
Scotland, to settle liis affair* before taking o 
rotidetiM finally in the mi-tropolis. 

No MwDer had Mr Campbrll entered u|Km Iho ij 
■phom of duly ti> which hn wiw tihw call»l, tli 

>t luinself to dcviiM- iiluas for the niilrilual bci 
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bis people. His attention was first directed to the 
instruction of the young. For their improvement, 
he set on foot " The Youth's Magazine ; " a publica- 
tion which has been blessed to the difiiision of much 
useful knowledge among a large mass of juvenile 
readers. Mr Campbell was editor of the first ten 
volumes ; it was then committed to the charge of a 
committee, who still continue to superintend it. 

In the year 1805, though he had only been a few 
months in his new charge at Kingsland, Mr Camp- 
beU spent four months in a preaching tour throughout 
various parts of Scotland. Long as this journey was, 
he made another into the Western Highlands in the 
summer of the next year. 

The period at which Mr Campbell settled in Lon- 
don was one of peculiar activity in the religious world, 
and he was therefore called upon to take a part in 
the formation of various associations for Christian 
and philanthropic purposes which were then formed. 
He was one of the favoured few who were privi- 
leged to be the founders of the British and Foreign 
Bible Society, of the London Hibernian Society, and 
of the Female Penitentiary. In every one of the 
religious movements of the time he took an active 
part. But while thus busily employed in promoting 
the best interests of his fellow-men, he had to be- 
take himself to the drudgery of keeping a school at 
Kingsland, in order to procure a subsistence for 
bis own support. The income derived from his 
congregation was small, and he found it necessary to 
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reeort to tliia expedient fur the purpose of enlarging 

"Wliile tliua discharging, at one and (.he tame tbtns, 
two laborious oflices — tJiose of s pastor nnd an in- 
atructorof youth.— be vim suddenly, luid almost nn- 
expeotadlj, culied upon to oi'Cupy a very important 
work in counection with tlie Londoti Blisaioonry Bo* 
ciety. That useful institution had been deprived, in 
the mygferioua Brrangemonts of Providence, of oM 
of their moat efficient agents in South Afrioo — tha 
laborioos and devoted Yandcrkemp ; ajud, in cod>^ 
quenco of this melancholy event, both the Uottentot 
and Coftro Mission hod been redoced to a very criti- 
cat state. In these circumslances, the Sovioty n- 
Milved to send out a representative to inspei^ tlw 
nottml condition of their misHioiis in South Afrie^ 
and moko such arrangements as iniglit be desfDMt 
most prudent. Mr Campbell was fixed upon to dl»- 
ohuge this Tes])onaible office ; and, aflcr maturo de- 
liberation, and eai'neNt prayer for Divine direvdiai 
and counsel, lie consented to nndertake the nilarioD. 
Uupply having luien procured for his churt-h at King^ 
land and for his Bcfaool, he was set apart tu hU titrm 
tnioistry in Mile'i Uine Cbajicl. The veneroUo Dr 
Waugli prosidud on the occouon, and tlie oliaip 
which b« delivcrml produced a most electrUyiBg 
eSecl upon the audirncp. 

Mr Campbull act sail for Africa on the S4tii J 
I612,inaiihip bound for ColcutlA. AfUra 
Uidiotut voyagT', he arrived M l^pe-Tuwn 
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Grood Hope. It is unnecessary for us to detail the 
particulars of this visit to Africa^ a narrative of which 
has been long in the hands of the public. Suffice it 
to say, that he minutely examined the various mis- 
sion stations in South Africa, travelling about 3,000 
miles, in a savage country, amid dangers and diffi- 
culties of every kind. In the good providence of 
Crod, Mr Campbell was preserved in perfect health 
and safety, and arrived in London in the beginning 
of May 1814, after an absence from England of 
scarcely two years. 

No sooner had he returned to London, than he re- 
sumed his labours both in the chapel and in the school. 
In all the public societies he took a warm interest, 
striving, by his exertions and his prayers, to advance 
the great cause in which he so much delighted. Little 
more than four years elapsed, however, when he again 
set sail for Africa on a similar errand as his former, 
accompanied by Dr Philip, an active and influential 
Independent minister from Aberdeen. This second 
visit to Africa seems to have been peculiarly gratify- 
ing to the mind of our traveller. The influence of 
missions in promoting the progress of civilization and 
refinement had become quite apparent. Where he 
had formerly found ignorance, and immorality, and 
savage cruelty, he was now refreshed with the sight 
of an educated, industrious, and happy people. 

After an absence from England of about two years 
and a-half, Mr Campbell reached London in time for 
the May meetings of 1821. He was quite the lion o£ 
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tite day, and botli in the metropoliH and IhronghM 
the provinces liis presence iit miasioiiury meetii^ 
created a f>reut tieiisuliun. Multitudes flocked to Iwl 
his racy, humurons auocdotea of the Hullcnlota U) 
Bushmen in South Africa. Even in hiit sermMi 
occasional allusions were made throughout the wbol 
of his future life fj) his African travels. I! is pop) 
laiity, however, produced no injurious effect U|M 
him ; he still eontiaaed the same modest, unpretaU 
ing man he had always been, 

Shortly ailcr ho hud rcsumoil hia duties ut Kloff 
land Chapel, he entered into the oinrried slate. TU 
step, to all \m friends, ofTurded much gratituwtJM 
promising, as it did, to cuhanee his domciatio hupp 
BOBS. He hail hitherto lived with an ajanl tai 
niece, who had been both of thetn reinark»bl7 >ltM 
Uve and kind. His auut, however, having died, Hi 
bis niece being comfortably married, he fnit hinacJ 
compelled to take refuge in the mutrimoniul itmti 
When Sir CamphDll had gratified the country ■ 
large by his African visits, he was applied to lif Ul 
Missionary Bocicty to visit in the eume way t]id 
rolyDenifUi MissiunH. This proposal, however, fa 
declined, al least for the present. Now actlled i 
home, he «el himself lo an ahridgenient of his Africa 
Tmvchs in two nmall volumes, for the Tract Bociet] 
adding to tiicm a nimilar vulurai?, giving on occattn 
of hiH vi>y*g««. 

Notwillwlniidlng the laborious Ufu through whi« 
be passed, Mr CunpU'll enjoyed roiimrkuhl]' goo 
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health until he was nearly 70 years of age. At that 
period, however, he hegan to decline. His medical 
attendant recommended a visit to Scotland. This 
was productive of much good ; and he returned so 
improved in health, as to resume his usual duties. A 
change was now perceptible in his pulpit discourses, 
as well as in his private conversation. He was evi- 
dently ripening for heaven. An account of his death 
is thns given by his colleague and successor, the Bev. 
T. Aveling : — 

** At a quarter past six in the evening of Saturday, 
it was evident that life was ebbing fast, and his friends 
were summoned to his bed-side to witness his depar- 
ture. It was a sacred scene ; the spirit of a good and 
truly great man was about to bid farewell to its eai*thly 
abode, and return to the God who gave it. To all, 
such an hour must be one of deep solemnity and mo- 
mentous interest ; to him, it was the hour of trium- 
phant joy. The sun had just set, and the last gleams 
of light, struggling through the window, fell upon his 
bed. There was a sweet smile passing over his coun- 
tenance as the curtain was removed ; and as the at- 
tendant bent down over him, he drew two or three 
short and rapid breaths, and then lay motionless and 
«ilent. Again he breathed quickly and smiled ; then 
heaved a gentle sigh, and all was still once more. It 
was the stillness of death. In the hush of evening his 
happy spirit had passed away. ' Precious in the sight 
of the Lord is the death of his saints.' " 

Thus died this excellent and useful minister of 
Christ, on the 4th April 1840, at the advanced age of 
74. His loss was deeply felt by his congregation, his 
friends, and &imily. Few men have been honoured 
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to be more extensively useful in their day and gei 
ration. Most disinterested and generous, he kept i 
eye singly fixed on the promotion of his Redeeme 
glory. To accomplish this grand object, he count 
no sacrifice too great to be made — no trials too hea 
to be endured — no expense of time, of money, or 
personal exertion, too costly to be surrendered. 1 
lived for Christ, and having finished his work, 
sweetly fell asleep in Jesus. 



APKICAN LIGHT. 



IPalk alioDt Zion mark ye well her bulnarkB, I 

consider her palaces j that ye may tell it ti " 
generation foUomng. — Psalu xlviii. 12, 13. 

tSl ye your children of it, and let your childrott | 
tell their children, and their children on 
genemtion. — Joel i. 3. 

. two passages enjoin attention to oraI'| 
riON, or the keeping up the ren 
: of tincieot fiLcta in the world, for 
'. of future ages. The book of Gene»s 
33 a collection of facts which took place 
I the commencement of creation until the 
f Joseph. The account of creation was 
1 matter of revelation to Adam, as 
lappened before he had an esiBtence. 
I hia children came to tlie age of tmder- 
fas his duty to give them an exact 
narration of the facts which God had made 
Imown to him, and to make use of every suit- 
able meanB for impressing them upon their 
inemories. It then became the duty of Adam's 
mediate descendants to communicate this in- 




formation to their children, and they to thrir 
children, luid so on from age to nge. Before 
the invention of irriting, all this must have been 
done by speech. 

On my first ^-iait to Liittakoo, in the inteniK 
of Africa, it happened to be the time of that 
annual circumcision. One day, when the Idne 
and a few of hia chiefs came into my tent, 1 
asked him why they circumcised their ywam 
people ? Because, a»id he, our forctiithcra diq 
it. I then asked ivliy their forefatlicra did it t 
Having evidently never once thought why it 
was done, he bolted stupid, and, tuniing about 
to his chiefs, asked their help ; but they wetc 
nlent, only smiled as in gome measure asluuned 
of their ignorance. 

I then gave them an account of its original 
institution by God, in a country far to the Bortfa 
of thero ; and explained its design, mcnlianii^ 
of course, the nuroe« of Ahniham, Isaac, km 
Jacob. As &r as I could judge by their coun- 
tenances, when the interpreter was relating 
Bentencp by sentence, as I rommunicated then 
to him, they seemed to credit my stalcmeni 
On my finishing my account, the king said, 
Give me the first man's name ? I said, Abra- 
ham. 1 Ic immediately repented, Abmhmn, 
Abmhnm, Abmhiun, Abniliiim, Abmham, Ali(»- 
hnm. The cliief next him then t<iok it up, 
saying, Ahraham, Alinihiini, six or scvm tiom. 
And so (lid all the other chiefs, in rolatioB. 
On their having finished, the king asked me tka 
second man's name ! On saying ii khs /"^^H 
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king repeated Isaac, Isaac, sis ur seven 

s, and so did all the others us hefore. Tliey 

did the same with the mime Jacob. 

"While witnessing tliia novel scene, my mind 

cairied bock to antediluvian ages, seeing 

kplified the fiimily evening employment of 

Seth, Enoch, Methusaleh, Lamech, Noah, 

I many other worthies, who lived hefove, and 

a long time after the flood. Indeed, it was by 

letting in this vay that the poems of Osda& 

re kept in remembrance for many centuries by 

Scotch Highlanders. 

When Adam's family came home in the even- 

; &om the labours of the day, he would give 

account of what was created on the first day, 

, probably Eve would repeat it Terbatim ; 

n would do the same, then Abel, and so on, 

all present had repeated the same account. 

m, next evening, attend in the same way to 

le circumstances of the second day. Perhaps 

le repeating might go round the fiimily a dozen 

" tiroes during an evening, in order to rivet the 

ts more completely on their minds. 

Moses must have collected all the traditions 

iBt had come down to the age in which he 

wd, and, by inspiration, would l>e able to select 

bat was correct, leaving out what was incorrect, 

C in their transit through ages, no douht, addi- 

must have been made. 

SADINQ TO SPRINOS A 
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(liem 8Bii.L LEAD THFM J fiven by the apntigttt 
wator shaM he guide them, — Isaiah xlix. 10. 
The lonili, that is in the niidst of the throne, tbtH 
feed thcni ; and shall luad them unto living fbniH 
tains of water. — Rev. vii. 17. 

The sun shall not $mite them, oi they should 
not he suhject to what we call a Mtroke of the 
sun, which is generally mortal. The tendcs 
mercy of God to African nations living within 
and near the tropics, to prevent their being smit- 
ten by the powerful heut of a vertical Bun, is 
conspicuous, though tliey know Him not. 

Their heads are covered with wool, the threaJs 
of which are so closely intcnvoven, that it hecoines 
as solid a suhstance as that of which our hots 
are composed, and sometimes grows to more 
than an inch in thickness, which forms a won- 
derful protection to ihe hroin. O Lord, how 
great is thy goodness, and thy wonderful works 
to tile children of men ! 

In both texts they are supposed to he ignoirant 
where springs and (ount^s of living, or running 
waters arc to he fotinii, but to these (iod ktk- 
ciously lends them ns their kind friend. Thii 
similu would come with peculiar force to ihow 
who travel in lands where they are often obliged 



to search for water hy digging, as in the valley o 
Dacu, nnd often without HucceHs, especially if lov 
after the rainy season is past. 1 often eixperieocca 



tlie value of a guide to water, hut especially oo 
:_.. -.^ which I could not but notice a 



special Providen 
On croaung the bouniiaty of die Capo cobiajr, 



EARLY BUniALS. 

land enleiTOg the nild Bushman country, we met 

l|B Bush feiuilj-. One of them, a young man, 

, strong desire to see other countrieB, 

1 permissiou to travel with us, with the 

mt of his father ; to which request we 

As none of my Tlottentols had ever 

t of their own country before, none of 

m&e party knew where rivers, or brooks, or springs 

^bf water were to be found ; of course the young 

: a valuable acquisition. We hod 

it seen a blade of grass as we proceeded during 

5 day, and night was fast approaching, while 

nt where either grass or water could be 

On telling the Bushman what we wanted, 

e immediately led us out of the track in which 

e were travelling, along a narrow pass between 

'1b, to a small sequestered valley, where there 

a a fountain of good water, and also grass for 

le, with abundance of fire-wood. When 

I those treasures, which came so unes- 

sdly, and so completely supplied nil our ivants, 

_ % looked to the wild Bushman as Elijah may be 

sn|ipoBed to have looked to the ravens that fed 

Um in the wilderness — as God's instrument for 

iolfilling his benevolent will to us; — and the poor 

Jad seemed as unconscious of the greafness of the 

id rendered us as Elijah's ravens , 



SARLY UUKIALS — ANANIAS ASB BAPnilKA. 



WATKllTNG SUED WITH lUE FOOT. 



In three linurs after h!s death, Pet«r expected 
the young men to return from his funeral ; his 
wife, also, was buried as espeditiously. Why 
his wife ivaa neither informed of bis death aor 
his funeral, I cannot tell ; but early interment, 
in hot climates, is common, because putrefaction 
commences much earlier than la colder. Tbey 
had both been interred in the dress in which thej 
died, as is the common mode in South Africa, 
for we read of no coffin to make, nor coroner's 
inquest to impede the burial of either J 
or his wife Sapphira. 



WATEBINO SEED WITH TBE FOOT. 
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For the land, whither thou goeat in to paesew 
not as tlic laud of Egypt, trom whence ye 
out, wberi) tliou luwedst thy Hetil, au<l wateredst H 
WITH THT root, as a garden uf herbs. — Deut. 
xi. 10. 

In the gardens in Afiica, into which they can 
lead water for irrigation, they have small trmchM 
between each row of plants, made by a rake or 
hoe. Tlie water being let into the first tren^ 
runs along it until it reaches the other en<I, when 
n sinve, wrni iiis i^wr, removes any mould wbicih 
might liare slid into the little trench, that it nuty 
have a free unobstructed coume ; then aguin 
clearing a way for it with hit fant roimd the end 
of the second row of pluiilt, the water freely runs 
iste tbo aexl iicueb ; and iu tbia way i Imim 
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seen a slave lead the little stream from one 
trench to another, zigzag, over the whole ^ 
which IB much easier done witli the foot than by 
iBtooping down and doing it with the bands. The 
T^Bt time I witnessed this operation, it cleared 
hp, to my aatiafaction, the meaning of the above 
I text. 



Wbea thou passest through the waters, I will bo 
with thee ; and through the rivera, Ihej shall not 
I overflow thee. — Isaiah xliii. 2, 

a country such as Britain, where there are 
aridges over all the ri.vera at proper parts, 
■nportance of this promise, in its litenil sense, 
inot be fully appreciated ; hut in countries 
lere bridges are unknown, it can. When 
travelling by coach, or otherwise, in this countiy, 
we never overhear passengers saying, "How shall 
we get across such a river?— we hope we shall 
find it low, — is it reckoned generally to be a safe 

f(>rd, like Ox-ford, Hert-ford, Camel-ford, &c 

WB hope the late rain has not swelled tlie river." 
No I such remarks and (juestions we never hear, 
ivers are no obstructions in this country; 
! sense that Euphrates was to he dried . 
ivers are dried up ; we often cross them i 
weep, in coaches. ' 

It is veij different in a bridgeless country. I 
member, while crossing a river, when twihght 
m almost gone, and likely soon to be very dark, 
f wagKon-wheels stuck fast in the mud when 
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about lialf acrosH, The twelve oxen that were 
yoked to it could not stir the waggon an inch, 
nor could the addition of twelve more osen eSe^ 
a movement, owing to n sudden rise at the op- 
posite side, which prevented tlieir drawing nait- 
edly. After a council held by the Hottentot^ 
respecting the best means to be used for cxbi- 
eating my waggon and self ftora our awkwud 
position, they untied the oxen from the fore past 
of the waggon, and fastened them to the hinder 
part, and bj that ingenious method the w^gon 
was drawn backwards out of the river. At 
another time I was stopped nine or ten days At 
the side of the Great Orange river, before f was 
able to get across, being about a quarter of a 
mile over, If ever I coveted any thing is my 
life it was then, for I earnestly wished nt leMt 
the loan of Westminster bridge. Even kAvt 
discovering a ford, we were two hours hard Kt 
work twfore all the waggons, men, loose oxen, 
sheep, goats, and dogs, were got safely over. To 
prevent my grumbling at being detained (en dayi 
by that formidable river, I was told of some nno 
had been detained six weeks by the eam« eb- 
Btruction, and that many oxen mid men have 
been carried down by the force of the atrcui, 
■nd perished, when attempting to cross it. 

HBATtlt^ffS WlTHOtn NATITIAL A.PFBCT10K. 



IL'T NATURAL AFFKCTIOS. 

whelps, show natural affection, being peculiarly 
enraged and fierce, which makes it very danger- 
ous to approach them while in such a state ; 
and we ^1 know the boldness of the house-hea 
when she haa chickens, to protect them : though 
at other times very timid, yet tlien she will 
attack a. mau. 

Among many hanian beings in South Africa, 
I i^ere appears far less affection for their children 
[■i&aii bmtes have for their young. The wild 
r Sashmen, in times of scarcity, frequently murder 
i ibeir children. When at the kraal of Kok, a 
I Qiiqua chief, I saw two Bush-girls, the eldest 
' was ten, and the youngest two and a-half years 
of age. On the death of their mother, the 

ridmother insisted that the two cliililren should 
thrown into the same grave with her, and 
buried alive, beeanse, she said, she had nothing 
to give them ; hut this was prevented hy the 
intmerence of Kok. Being thus disappointed in 
her cruel purpose, she threatened to murder them 
herself; hnt Kok threatened her with severe 
pnniahment if she did so ; which made her de- 
sert the kraal, leaving the children tti bo sup- 
ported by any who might chouse to do it. 

A Bushman was pointed out to me, who had 
been boasting to some Griquas of his having 
shot his own brother through the heart, while he 
was asleep, in order to gain his point. I knew 
another Bushman, whose wife, about a fortnight 
BJwfore I met him, had dragged her aged mother, 
a the evening, to a little distance from the kraal 
', dashing her among stones, left her to be 
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devoured by tbe mid lieasts during the nigfat, 
ivhicli indeed she ivas, far only part of her bMiei 
were found in the morning. 

Should a poor, starving, emaciated dog, in 
Africa, be observed by other dogs, they will all 
rush upon it, and worry at it until they h«n 
driven it from the town. This is an einct pictnrs 
of the natives, in their hatred to the aged and 
infirm. They nill even tauntingly say concera- 
ing their aged parents, — " "What is the use of 
them when they can neither travel nor hunt !" 

The Gospel completely alters the horrid IibIhU 
of Huch Africans, when cordially received ; oM 
tilings pnsa away, and new principles and habtli 
Bucceed. Through the long residence of tlw 
Gospel among the Griqua nation, they geuenHj 
lire not only kind to their parents and otner n^ 
rircB, but also to the aged and inlirra, who take 
refuge amongst them from other tribes. 
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THE CXICOftN. 
Will lUe iiiiicom Le williii); to sen'c tlices e 
by thy crili I Const tliou hind the unicorn * 
his bniid in the furrow ) or will lie hniTow the 
voUoys after thee f Wklt thou tmsl bim, bnc«tiM 
his strnnKth is i^rtist I or wilt tliini leave thy !*• 
bdur to him t Will thou believe him that b* wiB 
bring home Lby M'ed, and i^her it into Utjr UHti f 
Job xxxix. 9-12. 

Tho existence of ihe unicorn has been doubted 
and disputed by writers for more than a ihouiaod 
yenrs. Some scientifie aiithnn have »nppoMd, and 
justly supposed, tliat it might be a species of the 



ittinoceros, which had either become extinct, at' 
confined to some part of the ivorld at present 
unknami. 

Such an animal must Lave existed, and been 
known in the ddj's of Moses, Job, David, and 
Isaiah, all of whom mention it as a knou'u anim al. 

Abont 1 200 miles mp, in the interior of Africa, 
from the Cape of Good llope, we shot a htrge 
animaJ, eridently a species of rhinoceros, yrith 
a strong horn projecting from its forehead about 
three feet. Its horn is not like that of the cow, 
which ia hollow within, but is to the very heart, 
composed of a soUd, honif substance, and is 
capable, fi^m iUownstrength,aad the great weight 
of the animal (perbapa two tons), with facility to 
pierce through the most powerfiji animal known, ^ 
yea even a bnck wall. 1 brought home the cte»*. 
ture'a skull, with the horn and massy teeth in it. 

The skull, &c., was thrice examined by the late 
Sir Everard Home, who was reckoned one of the 
first natoraliste in Britain, to whom 1 gave ail 
the information in my power conceruing the 
animal. He afterwards composed an essay upon 
it, which he read to the Royal Society, which 
they printed. He, in the first place, considered 
■U the animals fouad in a fossil state that ap- 
proached to the unicorn ; then those that were 
kmown ; and last, the skull I had brought from 
a latitude in Africa where no European had been 
hrfin^, except one party who were all murdered 
a little higher up. 

After stating various arguments, and parti- 
colarly attendiog to the description given of the 
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unicorn in the 39 th chapter of the book of Job^ 
Sir Everard gare it aa his opinion, " Ttiat thu 
animal was the unicom of the Bible." 

A party of gentlemen, from India, when Tiew- 
ing the skull at the Cape of Good Hope, com- 
pared its horn, as an offensive weapon, with the 
oSensiTe weapons of all the animals they va9 
acrjuainted with in India, and likewise with sucit 
as they had read of. After much converaUioB, 
they were unanimously of opinion, thttt tliil 
animal had the most powerful ofiensive weapon 
of any animal at present known in the world. 

His skin is about an inch in thickness, like 
that of the African rhinoceros, which cannot be 
penetrated by a musket-ball, except immediately 
behind the ear, or above the head of the foreleg, 
where the skin is thinner than in the other potts 
of the body. 

The fanciful unicorn, in the British arms, is 
simply a horse with a horn ia its forehead, 
which is too feeble an animal to answer Job's 
description of the unicorn. 



1 BT THE FOOTSTEPS OP TIIB VUOCK, 

Go thy way by the footsteps of the flock.— Sons LA. 

Hottentots are remarkably acute in tracii^; 
both men and cuttle by ilieir foot'marks. 1 ra- 
member, when crossing (he African contiiiMit, 
losing some iiketches, on a hill strewed vritb rocks 
rising from its surface, which I was onxiooa to 
rccoTcr : but my searching for them vnu fhiittMS, 
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' and, ciTinc theni up for lost, returned to the I 



and, giying theni up for lost, returned to the 
n-aggona. On meutioniiig my loss to the Hot- 
tentots, they asked me from ivhat point I had 
left the waggons, which I showed them. On 
discoveriug my footsteps, one of them set out to 
follow them, on which the others said, " He ivill 
find your papers." Haying traced out all my 
irregular movements among rocks and hushes, 
he came back, and ivith seeming indifference put 
the papers into my hands, and walked off, as if 
he had only brought my hat from the tent. 

A similar feat was almost daily performed fay 
one or other of them. When dinner was ready, 
the cook would desire a lad to go in Bcarch of 
me, who would walk round the encampment till 
be discoTered my latest foot-ma'cks ; by them he 
would trace me to the middle of thickets of treei, 
or bushes, or rocks, and simply say, " Mynheer, 
kom eet," and then walk off. 

"WTien an ox, or oxen had strayed, I have 
known Hottentots trace them for ten or tirenty 
miles (though he might meet many footsteps of 
pther osen, or of wild beasts), as accurately as if 
they had 1^ the scent of wild dogs. 

Periiaps this practice of the Hottentots may 
throw light also on Heh. vi. 12, where we are 
exhorted " to he followers of ihem who through 
feith and patience inherit the promises." That 
we should follow their track, as if they had 
called to us from the suburbs of heaven (point- 
; to their track) saying, " Tliis is the way, 
Ik ye in it ; it is a tried way, and by it wo 
IBTe reached the heavenly JcruBalem," 
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TBB BEU.Y IB inB HEATHEN S OOD. 
"Whose god ifl tlieir bellj. — pHitiP. lii. IB. 
During a joumej of Iwo montlis beyond the 
city of Lattukoo, many natives travelled witli 
me for no other reason but the hope of som^ 
times harinff good eating, when, by our mtulcela, 
we should shoot a rhinoceros or elephoiil, whitifa 
they knew none of my people would eat, Tho 
joy arising from seeing a rhinoceros fall wM 
excessive. If next day happened to he a halting 
day, they would be cookiu^ and eating Iit«tslljr 
from morning to night. Should they navo had 
to walk a hundred yards to a river or founisia 
for a drink, they would carry a boni; with nirat 
on it (o eat by the way, thnt no time might be 
lost. 

One day during that journey two of the prin- 
cipal chie^ came to my tent, bringing with them 
tlie interpreter, as they wislied to inake wme 
inijuiriea. I was glad at the circumstance, m it 
wna the first time they had spontaneously oomc 
to obtain iufomuUion of any kind. The qutetions 
and answers were ; Are there any rhinoceroa in 
your country i No. Aie there any clephanls ? 
No. Are there any camel -loopordit i No. On 
hearing that mv country- had none of (fiose laqn 
animal*, tboy shook their bends, nniled In na 
other, unit walked off, ovidently tliiidcing it m 
not worth their while tn make any morv tn^ir^ 
rccpecting «o wrctchnl ami fomnkcn n bind. ■ 
Were luiy of the native of thuac interior n' 




of A&ico, like Mahomet, to inveut a fanciful 
heaven beyond tte grave, I have no doubt but 
they vrould describe it as h land swanning with 
those ponderous auiinals, and ho tame .-ind friendly 
that tlicy would lie down at your side, beting 
to have their throats cut, that yoa might have a 
good dinner ; also that the sheep were as large 
as oxen, and the oxen aa elepl^ts f and that 
milk ran in rivers as wide and deep as the Mol" 
Jopo. Indeed, I believe their chief happiness in 
living arises from the prospect of feasts, and 
BBJoyment when they come. They do not eat 
to live, but live to eat. Oh what the gospel of 
salvation by Jesus Christ is fitted to do for such 
a people I 



1 

ciful I 



Tbero be three tliiiigs which are too wonderful fta 
me, yea, four which I know not : the way of an 
eagte in the air, the way of a aerpcut upon a rock, 
See. — Phov. XX3. 18, 13. 

One of four things which Solomon, with all 
Ilia wisdom, thought too wonderful for him to 
comprehend was, "the way op a sehpbnt upom 
M. ROTE." That a creature resembling a smootli 
rod, without feet, should be able to move along 
on the surface of the ground, with considerable 
Telocity, is very wonderful ; but its being able to 
climb rocks and trees, is altogether incompre- 
hensible. Indeed, I have often wondered at the 
Telocity of their movement among grass, that by 
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their seri)*ntiiie molion they couM proceed ncorljr 
Ha fast as I could run. We killed about thirty 
(luring one journey, but there were m^Lity we 
pursued, without being able to orertake thmi 
before they reached their holes, or thick liuifant, 
or other refuges. But their capacity to climb 
trees surprised me much more, which they ar* n> 
accustomed to do in search of bird's eggs, that 
they hare put the African birds to much nddi- 
tioniit trouble in forming their nests ; for the 
birds seem to be perfectly aware of this enemy, 
and not only of his capacity, hut also of his 
incapacity ; wherefore they build their nests in 
such a uianniT as to render it >n most oat* 
almost impossible tor the serpent to reach them. 
Wilh great ingenuity the birds form a cord, 
iibout a yard in length, which they firmly 6wl«n 
to the extreme end of a hanging branch, uaA to 
the end of this cord they suspend their nests, and 
for greater security they form the entrance to tlw 
nest at tlie bottum, so that unless the scq>t!nl has 
sagacity enough to watch on some neiglibourins 
bmncb for the wind driving the nest thiiber, ana 
getting cwtanglcd, there seems no nossible wny 
' for such a dejiredutor to succeed in his nHJuiont 
attempt to plunder the nest. 



KNMITV UETWEEN MEX . 



Lilvtnlly ther 



enmity 1>etween the descendants of Eve and the 

serpent, which is felt in every human breast, 

whether they have or have not heard of the 

devil's having Belected that animal to be his in- 

atrument, to efi'ect the ruin of the first parents 

of the human family. The instant any Africans 

of any tribe bear that a serpent is seen, all seize 

or stones, and hasten to kill it. I never 

lije least sympathy expressed by an indi- 

, fax the ereature, wbile they were stoning 

beating it to death ; but when any of them 

escaped, general regret was expressed, as if they 

haA missed the destruction of an animal tbad 

m^it afterwards destroy themselves. The ser- 

' i we killed seemed all aware that the head 

the most vulnerable part, for, with great 

'itjithey tried to elude tlie strokes directed 

i it, especially hy putting it under the 

ickest part of their bodies ; while the head is 

B chief part to which the Africans direct their 

rokes. 

I remember an uncle of the king of Lattakoo, 
r^en on a joumoy with me, was sleeping under 
a bnsh at the side of my waggon, WTapt up in 
several skin cloaks. He had just awoke and got 
•n foot as I was descending from the waggon, 
and commenced lifting up the cloaks, one by one, 
in which he had slept. On lifting up the first, 
a serpent was found lying very comfortably, 
Jtavii^ slept under him during the night, dry, 
A enjoying the heat from his iiodj^. On seeing 
he immediately made a certjiin kind of sound, 
ich hia servants at a distance heard, and un- 
B,2 
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derstood the meaning ofi for tliey came ruuning, 
with stickii, to kill u serpent. - 

There is a fowl in Sooth Africa which, in the 
colony, they call the Secretary/, abont thu rIm 
and shape of the peacock, that swaJIows mnny of 
the smaller serpents daily, and does not aetm at 
all affected by the poison that is thus taken into 
the stomach. Because of the usefulness of theM 
fowla in destroying those noidous creutiires, no 
man will harm them, but all ntther view them 
with affection. 

Many serpents tiave a sparkling njipearance in 
the dark, and most of them hiss when it supposed 
enemy is near. Ity means of those two proH- 
dential appointments, many liTes of men luirc 
undoubtedly been preserved. The rattleHnoke 
also, which is one of the most poisonous in thoce 
parts of the world where it ia found, makes a 
noise with its teil, as if intended to warn all 
around of their danger, that they may have time 
to escape. The care of Providence over the lites 
of men ia thus remarkably evident. 

CISTERNS PKBFEttltED TO FOUKTAXKS. 

My people liftve cnrnmlllpd two grmt truUa ; tJtff 

have foraukoii ine tho Tuuntiuii of living wataia, 

and hewed Uiam out riatems, liroken datvnii, tiMt 

uiui hold oo wftter.— Jkk. ii. 14. 

In Africa, n pool is never cnlled a fuantain ; 

il i« only that which runs over and produce* n 

rivulet, strcnni, or riviT. Uvitiu water, is 

in motion, nr that mmi. winch is alirays 
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^m A t.[o^' AMONG sDEEP. 

^■•wid preferred by all to standing water, or poolJ 
H.ff any tribe or people take up their residence 

■ iiear a good fountain, tliey »'ill not for unim~ 
W portant reasons remove &om it. The total 

■ conBumption of grass around a fountmn will 
I tempt them to relinquish it, but to remoye, 
[ nithoat such a sufficient reason, to ivhore there 

is BO fountain, bnt where water can only be 
obtained by artificial meana, such as the con- 
struction of tanks, &c., would' be viewed as 
strange conduct, especially if the means used 
failed, by the bursting of the water enclosures. 

Infinitely more destructive is it to give up 
Beeking happiness from the Creator, and instead 
thereof, seeking it from tbe creature, from ter- 
restrial enjoyments. 



V^ young lion ainoog tlie flocks of sheep ; who, if he 
"^ go through, Iwth treiuleth down, and tearetli in 
pieces, and none can deliver. — Micaii v. S. 

It would be rather a frightful sight to see s 

^ lion pursuing a flock of sheep, and on reaching 

Ifbem, to see him make a spring, and fall plump 

down into the midst of them, and while treading 

hspon some, tearing others to pieces with Rs 

Swerful tusks. In such a case, not one of a 
>UBand would have fortitude to venture near, 
tn order to attempt a rescue, as most likely ht J 
should be immediately attacked by the infuriated I 
iion. 
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JKHUVAB S TTONDERS FN THE DEEP. 

They that go down to (he sea iu sliips, lliftt ^-—j 
neea in tlie great waters [ these see tho works « 
the Ix>rd, mid his wonJcnj b the deep—- P"**'* 
cvu. 23) 30. 

The works and wonders of the Lord, wn»*" 
those wlio traverse thp mighty deep arc said W 
»ce, refer, in the text quottS, to storms and suc- 
ceeding calniB, and both as effected by the '"'8''^ 
power of Ood. The wmd is God's "'s"^'"*^ 
in producing those wonders. By powerfully^ 
violently blowing, the atorni rages ; and ''? *^!. 
ing to exert its powtr, the waves gf^^ , IJ^y 
crease, till they may be said to huve died " ^,jgp. 

It is very difficult to form an acour»'^ ^ |^o»o 
tion of a storm, without seeing owe ; " VTW 
shore, but from a ship at sea, in a ^^"'^'^^cn t*** 
sailors call mountain wavirs, caUMMlC^ nvoX '^, 
land, from the shullowntaa d 
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WONDRHB JN TUB DEEP. 



'Cltey thai go down to the sea in sliijis, that do Inui- 
ness in the great waters ; these Bee the works of 
the Lord, und Lis wondtrs iu the deep — rsAtM 
cvii. 23, 30. 

The works and wonders of tlie Lord, wUtdi 
those who traverse the mighty deep are Kaid U 
see, refer, in the teit ([uotwl, to gtomis and suo- 
ceedlng calms, and both as effected by the migbtj' 
power of God. The wind is God's inslrumeot 
in producing those wonders. By powerfully or 
violently blowing, the storm rages ; and hy ce«s- 
ing to exert its power, the waves griidually de- 
crease, till they may he smd to have died nway. 

It is very difficult to form an accurate concep- 
tion of a storm, witliout seeing one ; not from 
shore, hut from a sliip at sea, in a storm. Wltnt 
sailors call mountain waves, cannot be seen Irom 
land, from the shallowness of the water neor the 
land. The largest waves which I have seat, 
even so far north as from the shores of Caitlinea*, 
or the Orkney islands, could hut little assitil mie 
in conceiving the magnificcDce of the oceaa in s 
storm off the Cupe of Good Uope, or in tlw 
middle of an ocean. 

J remember being in a storm near the tropic 
of Cancer in April ISH, while sailing in a flnt 
eonsisUng of 21 sail, chiefly ludi amen and South 
Aok whiilcrs, under convoy of a 64 gun ■LiiL 
About sunset of the ectiond day of the slonn, tnc 
«apbua called me to come ou deck, Ihtn wtt 
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something lie mshed me to sec. On reacliiiig 
the dfck, he hastily desired me to catch hold (rf 
a cannon, which we had hoth no sooner done, 
jnderous wave broke over the vessel, 
i earrjing awaj part of the bulwarks, and drench- 
* g ns all over. He said he did not call me to 
ceive that wave, but tu witness the agitated 
3 of the sea, which, from the present a^cct 

V Ae heavens, was seen to advaulage, the whole 
Ifeiiig black except a bright stripe along the bottom 
ITtfae western horizon. By looking'along the eur- 
iee of the ocean towards that brightness, clouds 

V spray, driven hither and thither by the fury of 
fae blast, were observable for miles from the ship. 
*" The captain then desired me to observe that 
' were in the middle of the fleet, and all the 

IS near us, whose main-masts were nearly as 
1 as Bow-Church steeple. Now, said be, wait 
T the vessel sinks down to the trough of the sea, 
Or bottom of the wave on. which we were sailing. 
On reaching it, and looking round to the fleet, 
&ete was not one topmast, even of those nearest 
US, Tisible while we remained between the waves. 
He then said, what must the height of thosB 
Tvares be that are able to conceal from us every 
iBBst in such a fleet ! 

In two storms I happened to witness off the 
Cbpe, one of which lasted three days and nights, 
t&e waves of which appeared superior in bulk to 
Aose I have been describing, a stranger to storms 
lldght have fancied that it would at least require 
Bmonthtolull the waves; yet in four and twenty 
i.&e surface became smooth, except what 
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is called a heavy swell, after the luiy of the wind 
had abated. 

It is indeed marvellous that such sublime agi- 
tations of the ocean should be efiecied by an 
element which no man ever saw, or possibly can 
ace, the instrument being invisible. Thougli the 
wind be both heard and felt, yet it is invisible. 

The whole pass^e in the psalm contains an 
admirable and inimitably condse descnption of 
those on board during the tempest. ' Innumeroble 
waves are passed over, the people are uneasy, tbejr 
reel to and fto, both upon and below deck, stag- 
gering like drunken men ; and during the pro- 
gress of the storm, every t^ing having been doiw 
to soils, &c., that human skill could devise, yet 
the vessel sadly labours ; they are at their wit« 
end what more to do to ease bet; tliey conaot 
retire by a buck door, and wait till tlie storm be 
over; no, whoever they are, they must abide the 
consequences. Then ihey are said to cry unto 
the Lord in their trouble. 

In a tremendous gale of wind off the Cape, wo 
were in the very slate so strikingly described by 
the pen of inspiration. About nine o'clock at 
night, all was bhickness and diickiiess above wid 
aiouiid, except some kind of phosphoric lif^ 
proceeding from waves dualling across the deck. 
At this time I proposed to the captain and csbm 
passengers lo hold a mectinc for pmVTT to U» 
Lord of the sea lor preservation front the fury of 
the mging elements, which seemetl ns if coti^ir- 
ing to effect our destruction ; lo which propovU 
ullcoiucuted, and spent come time in pnyer in 



the cabin. Some hours afterwiuiJs, God heard 
our prayer, and brought us out of our diatresses, 
by rehuking the winds and \'fllTes, so that they 
shrank back, becoming perfectly HtiU, and we 
were permitted thereby soon to reach our desired 
haven. 

Besides storms, there are many other wondeW 
to be seen by those who go doivn to the sea in 
ships. There is the preservation of human beings 
moTing over its surface for thousands of miles, 
often amidst conflicting elements, in a kind of 
wooden house, perhaps seldom more than an inch 
and a half or two inches thick, and finding their 
wiqr to their destined port with the utmost esacl^ 
oess, tiirough the provisions that Providence has 
taught men to discover, for facilitating intercourse 
between nations far distant from each other; also 
beholding, in some parts of the ocean, the whole 
■tDJace of the water, in every direction, as far as 
i^bt can reach, covered with luminous matter, as 
ifspread over with innumerable millions of spark- 
ling diamonds, or as if the sun had been grinded 
down -to small pieces, and those strewed over the 
&ce of the deep ; also the innumerable and varied 
inhabitants of the water, particularly fiocks of 
flying fishes rising out of the water, and moving 
past with considerable velocity ; at other times 
whales, almost equal in length to the ship in 
which they sail, diverting themselves, and spouts 
ing up streams of water to the height of the ship's 
maia-mast; and multitudes of lovely sea-fowls, 
who seem quite at home though hundreds of 
miles from any land, and, though destitute of 
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compass, quadrant, or chronomefcr, can. at will, 
find out an igland or even a rock on which to 
depositthetr <5egs»ind bring up their joung; while 
a ship, destitute of tlie foregoing instruincMs, 
might search for 20 years even for the island of 
St Helena without finding it. These and maay 
other wonderful things are to be seen hj tJioee 
who go down to the sea in ships. To him who 
can survey thera as tlie works of his heavenly 
Father, the sight must uffurd a rich repast. 

SALT SPRINGS AND DARREN GItOU^D CUD ED. 

And tlie men of tlie city said nnto Fi '»>■«, BehuLiI, I 
pray thee, Uie situation af this city la pleasant, a* 
my Lord seeth : but tho water is naughl, and the 
grouad barren. — 2 Kr»as ii. 1!). 

After Elijah's translation, his companion and 
successor, Elisha, repaired to a seminary of the 
prophets, where young men seem to have studied 
divinity, and perhaps other branches of know- 
ledge. While tarrying there, the male popuU- 
tion w^Ced on him in a body, and through their 
representative or chumian, stated lo him tfa« 
naughlinesa of the water of the spring which sup- 
plien the city, and pointed out the harrcnneM of 
the ground around. 

The water of the spring seems to have been 
what is now termed brack-water, which is saltish, 
in consequence of the soil, through wlkich the 
water from the heavens hns to pass before reach- 
ing the spring, being mixed with salt or saltpetre. 
It IB this mixture of salt which renders the graunil 
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baiTcn and the water naught, as stated by tbe 
people of Joricho to F.lisha. 

£lisha went with the people unto the fountain- 
head, inti] which he cast a little gall:, which eome 
might thin If calculated to render it worse instead 
of better. When in the act of throwing it info 
the spring, lie audibly s^d, " Thus saitb. the 
Lord, I have healed these waters ; there shall not 
lie from thence any more death or barren land." 
So the waters were healed, not fay the gait, but by 
the power of the Lord ; and the spring continued 
afterwards to scud forth pure, sivoet, and healthy 

The means of salvation can do no more in. 
healing the souls of men than this salt did in 
healing the waters of Jericho ; the virtue is from. 
Ood ; then is the Gospel the power of God unto 
salvation. 

The following lelattoa may assist in undeiH 
standing the cause of bad water in many parts of 
the world. Before setting out on my first jour- 
ney to Africa, a medical gentleman in London 
kindly gent me a small volume, written by him 
fm tne benefit of our armies abroad, in reference 
to the beat means for preserving health, a portion 
qf which was devoted to bad, or brack-water, and 
iposing a method for purifying it, which was 
chief reason for sending the book. He ad- 
d to dig a hole so many inches from the mar- 
of tbe pool of had water, whicli, by passing 
tugh the intervening ground to the hole, would 
be r«ndereil purer and more wholesome. Had I 
had a portion of good English earth with me, to. 



I 



have placed between the hole and the poo), pCT- 
haps the water pasnng through it might hare 
been somewhat liencfitM ; but it was the Afrimn 
soil that spoiled the waier; ennsetjuently, on mak- 
ing the esperiment, ! fovmd the water in the hole 
ealter than that in the pool, because in paaaing 
through the soil it carried the saline particles 
which it contained with it into the hole. It was, 
iudeed, like Elisha, throwing more salt into the 
water, hat it had not a similar effect. Uad the 
water been merely filthy, the passing through a 
little good soil might have improred it. 

Eliaha's method with the Jericho spring has 
sometimeB reminded me of our Lord's applying 
clay to a blind man's eyes, which he designed to 
open, a thing more likely to injure than ri 
his eyw ; but, as the old Puritans used t 
" Goil sometimes works by means, without n 
and contrary to means." 



OLADDKNINO 

There ia a river, the Mroams whereof rnoko glu 
. city of oar CoiL — PsalmiIvi. 4, 

No doubt this passage lias a apirilunl meaning, 
alluding to the rirer of Uie water of Mfc ; bill it 
niso )uu an allusion to what then existed at Je- 
msnlcm — perhaps to the waters of Kloam, which 
nin gently by Jernsalcm, from which wiitw might 
liiiTc been led out by pipes, or by little stn-iunleti, 
or what might be termed nits, to difTurcnt parta 
of lilt) city, nhich is the ollusion. These strtiiun- 
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would be Tery refteshing to the inhabitants, 
spreading a coolness over those streets along which 
they ran. Indeed, the sight, as well as the tasle, 
of running water, is reriving in a sultry climate, 
nhicli is elegantly expressed by their beiog made 
glad; indeed, during the oppressive seiison, they 
most Iiave felt cheered by a draught of its cooling 
contents. 

KFF8CTS OP PBESENCE AND ABSENCE OF RIYEBS. 

He [tha Lord] tnmeth rivera into a wildomesB, and 

the water.springB into dry ground Psalm evil. 33. 

Be doeth the reverse, verse 35. Ke tunieth liie 
wildemesa into n ataoding water, and dry ground 
into water-springs. 

He of^n does so in A&ica. Crossing that 
ttinent in 1813, in the dry season, the beds of 
ite rivers were dry, and no spring sent forth 
any water; the gmsa that remained was all 
withered, the bushes sickly, game had all forsaken 
h, only a solitary zebra appearing now and then ; 
bat when God sends a plentiful rainy season, 
irhicli he does not do annually, then the water- 
i^ringa break forth and descend to the forsaken 
nTer course, and by their contributions re-create 
a river, which by-and-by causes tiie lovely and 
tuefiil grass to spring up, the bushes to send forth 
their beautiiul flowers of varied hues, the trees to 
look gay, lively, and healthy, and the game to 
~"'um and browse peaceftilly in every direction. 
le natives who had, with their cattle, removed 
more favoured spots, also return, and rear their 
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huts, which renders that part no more to be a 
wilderness and aclitnry place, but a land wbeie 
men pass tbrougli, while others become Dtatiooaty 
residents in it. Formerly it appeared as if God 
Irowned upon the laTid, but thtit iioiv be mniln 
and blesBes it, and makes it n goodlj heritage, a 
desirable habitation. Such monil changes )ure 
effected by tlic iutroiluction of the gospel of flal- 
vatiou into heathen countries ; then the Sim of 
ItighteousnesB may be said to have arisen upon 
them with healing under his rays. 

Thou haet bouffht me no swrat oano willi money, 
neither host tliou iilleil mo with the fat of lliy «uori- 
fices; but thou hast made mo to serve with lliy 
aiuB, thou haal neurieil me with thine ioiiiuiltea, — 
IsAiAU xliii 34. 

On approaching and entering first the city of 
Mashow, and afterwards that of Kurrecchan^, 
the two highest up towns which I visiled JB 
Africa, various of the inliahitonts who, like oU 
the rest of their ctmntn'men, had ncm' fccn 
wacgoiiB nor white men before, were churmed 
wiu tl)e si^lit, and, oa a proof of it, they presented 
me with pieci.'s of sugar, or sweet cuue, abont 
a foot in length, and in such nunihcni, that tbe 
bottom of that part of the waggon where 1 nt 
was covered witli sweet rune, li was an act of 
kindness. This occunvnco explained to me this 
iKuwice in [siuah, where (.iod in cridcnily rhnig' 
ing his ancient people with want of affection or 
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nnkindnesB ; wliicb expression they would under- . 
stand, faaving probably the aiune custom which I 
fiaand in Alnca, wliich the Hebrews may haye 
med while they resided in Africa, viz., in 

RAIN FALLING MODEUATliLV. 

.to ^aA, then, je chilitren of Zion, and rejoice in the 
' Lord your God : for he hatli given yoii the foriner 
' rain MODE BAT ELT, and tlie [bam] tioora shall be 
, full of wheat, and the fata [or vats] ahaJl overflow 
with wioe and oil Joel ii. 23, 24. 

In Bouthem climates, rain comes at particulai 
sons, which are generally termed the rainy 
aeasons. The rain seldom continues to fiill longf 
at one time, even then, hut rather falls in what 
may be called thunder shovrers, and in torrents. 
If the ground happens tojhe hard, which it gene- 
rally is, aucb a short, though plentiful fallof rain 
doea little service to the land, as it runs ofT imme- 
diately, not having tune to soften and sink into 
&e groond ; aiicrwards the poweifiil heat of the 
■on, soon breaking forth from behind the clouds, 
draws up the little damp that has been left, which 
soon re-nardens the smfece of the ground, and 
renders it as impervious as before, so that succeed- 
ing showers are rendered almost useless ; but rain 
falling MODERATELY, as promised in the text, 
gradually penetrates the ground, and prepares it 

y to retain future showers, which process produces 

■ firtitity. 

f 2 
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SATISFYING DESOLATB ASD WASTK QROtlKD. 
To cDuvince Job of hiii ignorance, Uod proposes • 
number of quCEtions for liim to answer. Amcutg 
tbese he oaks. Who liuth divided a water-conm 
for Uie ovarfloniug of waters, or a wny fur the 
lightning of thunder; to cause it (o raiu on the 
earth, where no man is ; on the witdemess whcrtdn 
there is uo man ; to nATtsrr the tieiot.ATE amb 
WASTE OBOUKD ; utid lo cauHs the bud of the len- 
der herb tu spring forth '. — Job :uuviii. 25, Sto. 

To rain !n a wilderness wherein there » no 
man, proves that tain ia not tlie production of 
man, but of God. The object of God in sending 
it to such a forsaken solitary land is bcautifuUj 
expressed, viz-, to satisfy the uebolatb AMD 
WASTB o»oDNi>, &c., which, from Its sickly and 
&iat appearance, seema as if crying earnestly for 
water, that it might produce something that 
might be of Bome use, ii' it were only lo feed a 
few reptiles or insects, which cannot live with- 
out Boine food. This longing desire God is reprv- 
eented as lifucvolently satisiying, I 
tJie displays of his goodness to tli« 
viiill us the animate, part of his creation. 



WILD BEASTS PilEVEVTED UrLTIPLYIXfJ 



aceomniod»tii iK 
9 inauinuiC^^^^^I 
eation. ^^^| 



o liib ancient pcoplu, previous to (heir t*k- 
ctiaion of tho country of Ciin»«ii, I will not 
dnvo thorn [vix., the inhabitMila of CanoiuiJ from 
boforo tlice in oiip year, lexl the land bceumo iltiw- 
late, and the beast of the field niahiplyugainitthiii. 
Jly Uttl« ud little will I dHve Ibem oul from be- 
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are ^^M 



fore thee, until thoa Le increased, and [be capaBl 
tu till np orj inherit th^laiid.— Ekod. xxiii, 29, "' 

Uninhabited or desolate parts of the earth 
generally possessed by wild beasts ; and countries 
on a continent, which, by wars or pestilence, 
might become desolate, would very soon be taken 
poBsesMon of hy the beasts of the forest, or raven- 
ous animals, which would afterwards require a. 
loug time to clear away. 

No ravenous animal increases iust, which is a 
mercy ; and though troublesome to man, yet they 
useful in keeping down the number of those 
^ oals which multiply so fast, if unmolested, as 
'^otd soon become a serious nuisance to the 
Troiid : such, for example, aa rabbits, one pair of 
which would soon become 1000, and these in a 
lew years 10,000, and so on. Even one pair of 
cats, were all their progeny permitted to live for 

'"a century, they would hardly find standing ^^H 
in the whole county of Rutland. ^^H 

LAPPING WATER. ^^B 

_ . n bronght down the people unto the water, and 
I the Lord B^d unto Liin, Every one that lappeth of 
' the water with his tongue, as a dog lappeth, liim 
ehuJt thou set hy himBetf ; likewise every one tbat 
boweth down upon his knees to drink [set liim also 
by huuself]. Aud the uumber of them that lapped, 
putting their band to their mouth, were three hun- 
dred men ; hut all the rest of the people bowed , 
I down upon their kuecs to drink water. — JuDSES ^^^H 
The 300 men that lapped as a, dog lappetbL^^H 
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pnttjng their baud towards thcii mouths, were Ae 
approved persona for the, intended eiiteq)rise. 

A dug lappeth by means of forming tiie end of 
his tongue into the shape of a shallow spoon, by 
which he laves or throws up the water into his 
mouth. 

The Ilottentols hare a curious custom, resem' 
bling the dog and the 300 chosen men of Gideon's 
army. On a journey, immediately on comii^ 
to water, they stoop, but no farther than what u 
sufficient to aUow their right bund to reach thd 
water, bjp which they throw it up so dexterously, 
that their hand seldom approaches nearer to tbeiT 
mouth than a foot ; yet 1 never observed any of 
the water to iall down upon their breasts. Ther 
performitalmostasijuickly as the dog, and satis^ 
their thirst in half the time tak^n by another man. 

I frequently attempted to imitate this practice, 
but never succeeded, always spilling the water on 
my clothes, or throwing it against some other put 
of the face, instead of the mouth, which greatly 
wnnsed ibe Hottcnt<it spue tutors, who then, per- 
haps for tlie (irat time, perecivc<l that there waa 
some art in it. 

LIGDTS OP UEAVBK FOB BtONS AKD SBASOIW. 



And God said. Let there bo lights in the fii .. . 
of tliv heaven, to divide the d^j from the niglit ) 
and let tliem he fur siKiiH, snd for teoaotm, UM for 



'' l''or signs:" th<-y arc eminently so to jietsonit 
Iravdliiig in ibe wilderness and tuiknowu rvgiou. 



I- The rising sun !s a sure sign oi token tliat the 

I direction in wbidi it lies is cast ; at mid-day on 

W &e north aide of tlie tropics-, or torrid zone, it is 

I B Bign of.snutli, and on. the south side it is a 

■ ^gn of the reverse ; and eun-settiug is a sure sign 

I of the west. In the Game way is the moon a sign 

f to tcavcUers in the night-rime; and when iJie 

■Doon is absent, the stars supply her place. On 

" i going down of the sun, we fixed on some 

arge star lying in the same direction in which 

' i sun had set; and when that star set, we 

on another above where it set, and so on. 

a one direction is known, the other three are 

laily aacettained ; beeause when your fiice looks 

D the eaat, your back must be towards the west, 

jHiur right hand to the south, and your left to the 

th. By these signs we generally trayelled as 

irately in the night time as in the day. 

; The approach of the sun is not only the rauae, 

tot the sign that summer is nigh ; and the moon 

(awing nearer is as certain a sign of the approach 

i The appearance of certain stars are signs to many 
f the saTages in Afiica that certain roots are 
(, which grow in different parts, which they 
a. visit to dig for them. The appearance 
T stars inform them that lamb time is neai 



Expressions referring to the stars being ob- 
i by clouds, thereby rendering nigbtfaavet- 



J 
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ling, whicli ia cummon in hot climates, both 
gloomy anit diingcruus. For five months, while 
traTelUog high in tlii: interior of A&iva, the stan 
were rarely ever scaled up by clouds. 



And when Paul bod gatliered a bundle of sticks, uid 
laid them on the fii«, there came a viper out of tlis 
heal, luid fMtened on hitt hand. — Actb xxvut. 3. 
Paul's employment, on this occasion, was ofWn 
mine while imvelling, viz., gathering sticks, or 
branches of trees or bushes, to make a fire on 
halting, either for cooking or for wurmiug our- 
selves. Were we hungry or cold, all who could 
be spared from uttcading to the oxen, erecting 
of tent, Sic, naturally assisted in collecting fuel. 
Some hazard was attached to this necessary <•■ 
■ ' lysoin ' ■ ' ' 
tear it 

brunch from it, we were in danger of grasping a 
serpent, scorpion, or some other venomous animal. 
Should any of those creatures have happened to 
he in the hushes when laid upon the tint, a* th« 
fire approached them, tliey would naturally ntin 
&om it, and moke a spring to cscapo front it. 
Probably this was the case whcu the poor viper, 
to escape destruction, lighted on Paul's hwl, 
whilr iu the act of laying a bntnt'li or busli Qfran 
the fire. A viprr is of the Kcriioiit spcviea, but tlw 
one that fastened on Paul's iuunl stwius to ' 
been of u ni-ll-known puisunous klud. 



WATCHMAN B 



THE WATCHMAN BIED, 
Watcbing tlierciinto with all perseverance.— Eph, 

vi. 18. 

A bird in Africa, which I often saw, gires a 
fine exempt iScati on of the conduct lecom: 
in the above passage. 

It 18 well known by the name of Watchman. 
It rises from the buabes to about six or ei^ht 
faids perpendicular height into the air, with 
much flapping of its wings, something resem- 
bling the liidng of a lark. On reaching a cer- 
tain height, it seems to rest in the air for about 
a quarter of a minute, looking round about as 
if examining whether all be safe. Seeing no 
ennny approaching, it descends direct down, 
with a chini, as if mforming its companions that 
all was safe. In the same manner it rises and 
desoends almost every two or three minutes. 

GREEN PASTtTRES AND STILL WATERS. 



I 



This is descriptive of the most cheering and 
aniinating ntuation in which a wayfaring man 
can be pmoed in desert countries, especially after 
the eye has long been wearied witii beholding 
nothing but what deserves to be called a mthered, 
scorched, sickly wilderness. Indeed, the sight 
of green pastures for his flocks, and a river 
gendy and smoothly gliding along to refresh 
them and himself in such a country, would make 
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bim almost forget tlie toils that are [lasl, aiul 
would recruit, hy its enjoyment, the exhausted 
strength of his bp^ts of burden, and prepare 
them for proceeding on tbe journey willi fresU 
Tigoor. On going forward, to find the same 
Terdaot grass and still stream coatihuing to lie 
in his track, would greatly increase his pleasute 
and Batiafaclioa ; but when it terminates, he will 
leave it with regret — ofien look hack to it as ho 
goes along tbe parched cround upon which he 
now traTcls — and, after losing sight of it, 1 '" 
often talk of it as a land of Goshen. 



TREADINa ON SERPENTS AND SCOIIPII 

Jesus %aid untn his disciples, before sending tbami 
furlh In jireaoh the (^uviiel all over tlia wnrldi— 
" BekoUl, I ^VB you puwor Tu ikk>d oh sEarcxT* 
AMD scoBFioNS, anii over nil Uin |iower of Ibc 
enemy ; and nntliiag Hhall by any mmiui hurt 

Jesus first sent out upon a preaching tour, 
twelve disciples, then seventy. On their rrtujn, 
they expressed their astonishment at (he pnwer 
which attended tbe uh^ they made of the niune 
of Jesus, especially the flight of devils from tboM 
possessed by them, at the very mention of tUa 
name. On this, and seemingly in view of tlie 
long journey over the world which lay befon 
(hem, Jesus gave unto tbeni the above addresa. 

^rpeiits generally are timid, and run from 
mm. Tlic eiucf danger from serpents in the 
day time, amcs from tiieadino on them among 



tREINa BITTER IV A TEH. 



F 

nllich conceals tbem from the notice of the 
trian, or in the night time on roads ; in 
vhich coses they bite directly. 
eorpion is hut a small anilnal, only a few 
long, but extremely poisonous, IJttle 
r can arise from treading on them, to a 
I wearing boots or ehoes ; but in eastern 
Ses, where sandals are ivom, which only 
the soles of the feet, it must frequently 
teen mortal to tread on die scorpion also, 
tlly among grass. 

fa being exposed to those dangers, distant 
grs must have appeared very hazardous ; 
le caution necessary in guiding their foot- 
especially when walking among long grass, 
must have been during many parts of 
journeys, when wheel carriages were not 
teral use, roust have greatly impeded their 

mtolic joumeyB, for rouung a perishing 
Mping world, demanded expedition. The 
le of Christ was undoubtedly believed by 
^aad would assist in expediting that more- 
Such speed was enjoined, that they 
salute no man by the way, hut intently 
forward to cities and towns, where 
; daily perishing for lack of the know- 
tif those glad tidings they had to proclaim 
beir great Lord and Master. 

DRINKtMQ HITTER WATER. 




peeled peraon to drink bitter water. — Nirmi, v. 9^ 
&c. Ainong tlie Jews it was a direct ajipeal tA 
U^QTC-n. Hut tliougli the practice stilt ejucta b 
Africa, it is used to express tlie decision of Ou 



Tlie same custom is to be found in WeMon 
Africa. The person tried must drink a rerUBl 
quantit}^ of poisoned frnter (called led waterX 
prepared by bis judg(». If they coDsider lun 
guilty, they make it so strong Uiat tbey knmr 
it must prove fatal; if they design to spare 
tlie life of the person, they dilate il, and thereby 
weaken the force of the poison ; so the pei-son 
not dying is pronounced innocent 



rABTITRXaE IN ANCIENT COUNTRIES FREE TO ^^^H 

And Abram went np out of Eg^-p'' ''^ '"■^ ^^ ^Bff 
and all that he hod, and Lot with him, into llM 
HODtb ; and Abrani was 7017 rich in cattle, in silver 
and in gold. And he went on his joumeja from 
tLeM>olli,even to Beth-ct, unto bi« place whom his 
tent hod bt-en at the bi^ginniug, between Brth-d 
and Hai,&c^GEy. )uii.l-3. 

Abraham and Lot Irlit Egypt, wltli th«ir 
families and ounierona flocks, and sojoumed in 
the counli)' of Canaan, where neither of tbem 
possessed a single acre of land. In CHnsequenc* 
of disputes arising among the herdsmen, w» 
fiiid lhe«e two friends aprcd to sppnrate, whoi 
Abmham wiid lo I^I, " (s not thi^ whnic land 
before ibee ? Scpamlo ihywlf, 1 pmy ihre, from 
ae: if tboa will lak* ths Mi hnid, tlm I will 



if tiiou depart to iLl' r ^ 
lad, Uien I will go to the left." Lot chose the 



cinity of Jordan, and Abraham Canaan. 

> England, 



Were foreigners to i 



flocks of cattle, sheep, &c., and 
e half of the company to select Kent, and the 
: Essex, for grazing their cattle, without 
[ and obtaining the consent of the pro- 
rs, it would he considered as a trespass, 
iquently the eattle would be seized. The 
i of countries then must have been very 
t from that of European countries now, 
find even in highly civilized Egypt, 
Abraham and Lot acted in a similar manner. 

Soulhmn Africa, beyond the colony of the 
Cape of Good Hope, appears to be now exactly 
in the same state. Any stranger might drive 
10,000 oxen, cows, and sheep, into any of the 
eountries in that quarter, and might feed them 
ai long as he pleased, without any of the natives 
ooDsideriiig it an intrusion, if he kept away from 
the immediate neighbourhood of towns. They 
know nothing of landed property extending ovei 
B country. If my Hottentots needed a new drag, 
or piece of timber about eighteen inches long and 
nx inches thick, to put under the waggon-wheels 
when descending a mountain, they were not at , 
die trouble to climb a tree in order to cut down 
a laise bough, but thinking it less trouble, they 
cut down the whole tree. Should any of tlie na- 
tives happen to be present, instead of being offend- 
ed, they were diverted by seeing the tree fall, in 
the same way as the boys in London are by look- 
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IG A BALT LAND N ^^^ 

ing at Funcli. They did not view it as their pro* 
pMtT. While travelling mnre than two f ears in 
the interior of Africa, I never paid the value of 
one penny for the feed of the cattle, I have seen 
a Hottentot, hy iLtoiving anny the tobacco from 
his pipe when it got red-hot, bum down I dare 
Bay at leiist 20,000 actcH of fine ripe hay, which 
he viewed as such a trifle, wheu told of it, that I 
remember on one such occasion he was ottly at 
the trouble to turn his head round once to look 
at the country in flames, and the effect the ai^hl 
had upon him was only a momentary smile, 
without a particle of regret. Had a native been 
present, he would only have laughed, and studi, 
the fire would do much good, for it would kill 
many a serpent, scorpion, and millepede ; and 
the grass will grow again. 

A SALT LAND NUT INHABITED. 



Miiny parts of South Africa may justly be 
termed salt la.vd, because impregnated with 
salt, or »aiipetre, which renders th« soil good for 
nothing, priMlucbg neither grass nor any thing 
conducive to the support or comfort of man or 
beast ; and wiiiit renders it still worsv is, thai «1I 
the water found in it is suit us the sea. 



of thill ilew^rt, lying between %ypt aQd 
tlirough which the Israelites [lassed, wu a aali 



r i.NriAbiTED. 



I, or impregnated with saltpetre, which shons 
e absolute necessity there was for tiod fumiBh- 
^ a miraculous supply of that indispensable 
irticle, water, and the fitness of its being brought 
a rock rather than from the ground, which, 
mixed with aalt, would have lequired a 
1 miracle to prevent the water heeoming 
jtllt by passing through it. 

A salt land is said in the passage to be not 
! How can it be inhabited? All 
fetation is destroyed by the over-abounding of 
alt: bushes which, in good soil, would reach the 
eight of five or six feet, and be decked -with 
1 leaves and flowers in the sea«)n, in a salt 
^^»nd will not be higher thoa twelve or eighteen 
Indies, without a single green leaf, — all a dull 
brown, apptooching to the colour of a rock, and 
all the pools, from their salCness, unfit for the use 
^ther of man or beast. Should an Euiimal of any 
desciiption, tame or ferocious, unwittingly get 
Into such a land, he will endeavom' with speed 
to get out of it, otherwise he must perish : the 
ame also apphes to men. 

It is worth noticing, that a great part of 
Africa, lying nearly in the some latitudes south 
of the equator as the Israelitish desert Ues north 
of it, viz., lat. 30° and 31°, contains also many 
■Bait districts. 

a unison with the account given of the bar- 
renness of those lands impreguatcd, and thereby 
spoiled with salt.'Ss the threatening denounced 
^lainst the country of Canaan, should the Hcb- 
(eivs, to whom God gave it, forsake the com- 
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tS- A SALT LANB NOT INHABITED. ^H 

maadntents and ordinances of their God, as 
recorded in Deut. xxis. 33, that such should be 
the nretched state to ivhicli Goil should reduce 
it, that stntngerB afterwards visiting it, should 
thtis destribe it : " That the wliolc land thereof 
is brimstone, and salt, and bunitng, that it is not 
BOwn, nor bi;areti, nor any grass growtth then^in, 
like the overthrow of Sodom and Gomorruh, 
Admah and Zeboim, which he overtlireiv in his 
anger, and in his wrath." 

Some modem travellers in what is called the 
Holy Land, have expressed great surprise at its 
gloomy and citreme sterility ; and have entCT- 
taiued doubts of its ever having been capable to 
sustain the immense population which the Scrip- 
tures record it had in ancient times. But what 
oecasions their doubts is a confirmation of tJie 
truth of Seriptiire testimony, for we know the 
Jews did forsake the law of their God, uiid did 
imbrue their hands in the blooil of his Son, 
wherefore God has faithfully executed the nboTC 
threatenin?, in changing tliat country into a 
barren wilaemcss, which, when their ways pleawd 
the Lord, appears to have been one of the tntM 
charming counlries under the sun.^or God him- 
self describes it in few words, but words big with 
meaning: he calls it a land that fou-rlh with 
milk and honev, Ijcvit. xx. 24. Abounding with 
tnillc, proved the soil to bo rich, producing nutri- 
tious poalumge, and the Hebrews were a pnslotnl 
prnplc ; abounding in honey, proved the bruuty 
of Uic country, for unless it ha<l nboutidMl in 
hwa^ It cOTud not huf* abwui&e& miV Wuq. 



HOMIY PROM TnU KOCK. 

Tbe same latitudes south of the equator remark-'' 1 
abiy abound with flowers to this day, consequently' 
with honey alao. 

strcKisG eoRET from a rock. 

In Dect. xxxli. 13, it is said uf t!iG Israelites in tha, 
vilderness, that God maile them to bock e 



In AtHca the bees deposit their honey o: 

, trunks of trees and on rocks. Trees in some 

countries being scarce, the honey in most porta 

is found upon the front of rocks or clifis, plastered 

I on the outside, having a covering of Wiix to pro- 

L-tect it from intruders. This outside coating, after 

mS short exposure to the weather, assumes nearly 

wAe same colour as the rock, which, at a littlfi 

B^stance, caimot .easily be distinguished from thft 

■ZOck, so that a person making an incisiou with a 

ftttnife, and putting his mouth to it to suck it, 

Fwere a person a Dttle way ofl^ to notice some of . 

th.e honey dropping from his chin, would Leliev 

that he saw a man sucking hooey from a rock; J 

■o that the Scripture method of expressing it is . 

very beautifiil. 

There is an allusion to the s.-une thing, Psalm 

' 1 : " I£e should have fed them also with 

t of the wheat, and with honey out of 

k should I have satisfied thee." 

[ remember seeing in a boor's house, ii 

pe colony, the greater part of the gable at tha 

a of hi» ganet pliislered over wit^ ^ua^'j \ij; J 
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the bees. When the boor requirerl a portion of 
honey for his table, he cut uivuy, perhaps, a square 
foot of the hive, wben the bees iiumeiliately set 
to work to fill up with fresh honey the vacuum 
be bad made. In this ivay, he said, he kept 
them always at work, 

It appears &om 1 Sam. xir. 25-27, that the 
bees in Canaan were accustomed also to deposit 
their honey on the trees, as in Africa, much of 
which had then dropped upon the ground before 
the hees had time to secure it with a covering 
of wax ; and Job speakg of brooka of honer, 
chap. XX. 17. 



Thoa ha«t been a gtrengtli to the poor, a. stren^ to 
the needy in hiit distress, a refuge from the Btonn, 
a ahaduw frou the beat, wbeu Ihe blMl of th* 
terrible ones is as a storm ajpiiiiBt the walU Tliou 
Bbalt briou down the uoise of slnm^ere, M iiui 
heat in n dry place ; even the heat with the shft- 
dow of a olouj : the branch of the terrible onea 
■hall bo brought low. — Ibaiau xxv. 4, S. 

Shouldaatrimgcrlotbe workings of God on tJic 
mighty deep witntss tlie aniazliijj height to nbicb 
the sen is raised by u eole of wind off the Cape of 
tiood Hope, or, in other words, the maenitude of 
the wnvrs, he would suppose the tea coiud not be- 
come smootli fur a month : yet in four and Iwentv 
boua uiW the wind faai heea lulled, a aUm nail 



Slii^l 



I 



be produced. Exactly so on tlie Innd ; to feel 
the inten^ty of the sun'a beat wlien travelling 
between scorclied mountains, and Stoop down to 
touch the heated ground on which you tread, a 
person might suppose the place would continue 
hot like an oven for a week. But lo, a thick 
clond covers the heavens, and the power of the 
beat m almost instantly arrested, and in a shorb 
time the ground hecomes cool, and the travelled' 
■" jIs aa if translated into a new world. 

How heautiiiil does the comparison between 
tfais occurrence in nature appear, and that of the 
Bodden overthrow of the man or set of men that 
made the earth to tremble ! In our own day we 
have had an exemplification of the very thing to 
which the passage refers. Think of the convulsed, 
agitated state of Europe through the ambition of 
tme man— Napoleon. But he was no sooner 
^vertnmed and shipped offto an African island in 
" Ethiopic Ocean, than Europe became like the 
after the storm has subsided, or like the wilda 

Africa when the suu has retired, or ceased to 
his rays. The storm ended, the winter was 
and gone, and the time of the singing of 
came. 

BITTlNa UNDER THE VINE AND FJO-TBEE, 



The foliage of the fig-tree and vine, especially 
' m chmatcs, is very abundant, and no trees 
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HEE. ^^H 

my M^B 



aie more suitttd for shade and shelter, particu 
the former. Mj farourite walk, while ret 
at Stellenbosh, a loTel/ toivn about six oiul ti 
miles from Cape-toivn, waiting, dunng my I 
visit to that comitry, fur ivugguns to proccixl into 
the interior, was under the shade of a row uf fig- 
trees in the garden of my friend, under which run 
n streamlet of pure water. At all times of the 
day I felt agreeably cool in that esteemed retreat. 

Should a country, however, be disturbed by 
the din of war, and the raraees of cruel armies, 
the minds of the peaceable innabitants would he 
loo much agitated to enjoy the beauties and com- 
forts of their gardens. But when the mgc of 
conlendiug nations is assuaged by the powerful 
dissemination of gospel truth, they shall liecomc 
fully conrineed of the tiin of disturbing each other's 
tranquillity, and love each other too well to do it. 
Then shall they beat thoir swords into plough- 
shares, and their spears into pruning- hooks, and 
then the husbandmaa shall retire with pleaaiure 
to enjoy the eoohng shade of his vine or Uia fig- 
tree. Aa old men walking and children playioa 
on the streets of a city, are sigas of its peace toM 
prosperity; so men sitting quietly and comfortably 
under their own vines and fig-trees, is a plenaing 
sign of the peaceful and happy state of tho roan- 
try in which they live. 

The nations far in the interior of South AInca 
hnTU not yet hod the Gospel sent 'unto tknn. 
They can never be sjiid to sit under their vine 
and fig-tri'C, and none to make them afraid. They 
are consUnlly in terror uf being attacked, tbouf^ 



^M LENGTHEMNG THE CORDB OF A TR^T. SSl^^^l 

^HHieir towns hv all built on the tops of mountains, ^^| 
^■b prevent being attacked by surprise. - ^^M 
^P The king of Marootzee complained that they ^^M 
^ oonld seldom get a, sound sleep during the night, ^^ 
1!>ecauae they did not know but they should be 
attacked before morning. He said he was glad 
■ ■ ' ■ to Lat- 



when he heard that 
I tekoo to teach the nations to live 



:e of thy tent, and let them stretch 
oins of thy babitatious : spare Dot, 
lengtiien thy cords, aad streiigtheu thjr stakes. — 

ISAUM liv. 2. 

- As great additions were certmnly to be made 

9 ZioD, or the Chnrch of God, according to bis 

irpoee, she was ordered to mate room for the 

seption and accouunodation of the new comers, 

b this Tery expressive and intelligible language. 

Tlie true Chnrch is here addressed as dwelling 

"in tents, like Israel in the wilderness. When 

tents are enlarged, or increased in size, additions 

must be made to the length of the cords attached 

to the canvass of which the tents are composed ; 

and as the extending of the canvass must increase 

the weight to be sustained by the stakes or pins 

to which the cords are fastened, stronger ones 

most be provided. 

In Afnca, when we expected en increase of 

learers, the Hottentots moved the pins all round, 

U yard or a yard and a-half farther from the tent, 
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towards which they strctehai the canvnss, find 
iastoncd it, which conMileraHy increaBcd the room 
ui»de. 



ITIBf^^^H 



They wondered iu the wildorneaa in a Eolitary wijf 
they fouDd no city to dtieti in. Hungry und thinty, 
their soul fainted within them. Then they oried 
onto the Lard in thoir trouble, and lie delivered 
them out of their distressM ; and he led them forth 
by the right way, tliat they might go to fi city of 
habitation. — Pa*t.H cvii. 4, &c. 

This passage is truly beautiful, as descriptirp 
oF forlorn travellers, wandering hither and thither 
In a wilderness, digcovering no path leading to 
town or city ; no inhahitant to inquire the way 
of, cither to a city or to a well of water, — of couise 
thej are depressed, and b^n to dread the cons^ 
quences. In their extremity they supplicnte the 
assistance of the Ctod of heaven, who is s[>oIcen of 
as coming to them, sapplying all their wunts, wmI 
kindly taking them \>y the hand, and leadiug tbcm 
to the right way, and giving such directions as, by 
following them, they cannot miss reaching the 
desired city. 

For travellers in such circumstances to niMt 
with a native of the country, inclined to trent 
them in such a maimer, would be conaidcrpd «■ 
one of the moat memorable occurrencea in th«ijt 

Journey, and would midce an indelible imprcwon 

oa tboir minds. 



GOD A WALL OF FlUE TU JEnUSALEM. 85 ■ 

The passc^e is almost an epitome of the " Pil- 
grim's Progress." The sinner, in Lis natural etate, 
unhappy, ignorant of the way of pe!ic«, — impelled 
to cry for mercy, — God stepping forward and 
leading the blind, by a way he knows not, to wells 
of salvadon, and ultimately to heaven. 

OOD A WALL OF FIRE TO JEItCBALEM, . 

JenualGm eholl be inbabitcd oa towns without walla | 
for the multituilQ of mea and cattle thereui : for If 
Bsith the Lord, will be unto lier a wall or rtEE 
round about, and will be lie glory in tbe midst of 
her, — Zecb. ii, 4, 5. 

Tbe pTOmise of God's being to Jerusalem, or 
liis Church, a wall of fire, seems to be spoken in 
aUnsion to the manner in which travellers in 
it parts of the earth defend themselves in the 
Vight-tmie from the attacks of ferocious animalg, 
Hiey place fires in various directions round their 
vacainpment. This was our constant practice in 
file wilds of Ainca, when limher to bum could 
be obtaiaed. "While the fires kept burning, we 
ifere in perfect safety, as no un domesticated ani- 
•lal, however ferocious, will approach near to fire. 
" lething in Its brightness eeems to give alarm. 



THE FEAR OP SIAN IN EVERT BEAST. 

promised to Noah aud his eons to put tho fear of | 
man in every beast of the earth.~— Gek. ix. 1, 2. 

That this jiromise has been ful&\led 1 Wt% ^ 



tJ6 THE FEAB OF MA.N IN EVBRV BBAST. ^^H 

douLt. The lion is called the king of bccuta, be- 
cause of hiB noble appi^rance, great strength, and 
boldness, yet the eye of man disanns him. So 
long as a person has fortitude to look directly in 
the lion's face, his adrance is arrested; while, 
should the person happen to look behind, to aee 
if assistance be coming — vrhich is very natoial 
while in so eminently hazardous a posidon as 
having a ferocious lion within two or mree yards 
of him — the lion will advance, while the retura 
of the eye towards him will cheek his progreas. 
Repeated instances of this occurred during my 
first journey in Africa. Some hare supposed thai 
the animal's eye so magnifies the wze of man as 
to cause his intimidation. But if so, he would 
be as much afiraid of ashcep or a cow aa he is of 
man, wliich he is not. 

I remember one of my people, a Oonaqoar— a 
nation now extinct as such, having been reduced 
by murders, and the remainder having intennizod 
with Caf&es on tbe one hand, and Hottentot 
tribes on the other, — I remember that Oonaqua, 
being a^head of the waggons, suddenly came upon 
two lions, who were arrested by the power of his 
eye for several minutes, till toe waggons drew 
near ; tlie sound of which, dragging over stone*, 
in a still evening, intimidated the lions, ao that 
theyi^uietly took themselves ofi*. This I witnetMd. 
At another time a Hottentot came upon three 
lions, among bushes, near our waggons — his evci 
arrested them — he held up his musket, that nia 
companions might see it and come to his assistance, 
which they did ; and thinking it was g^mc bt 
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had discovered thej hastened towards him ; but, 
on passing some bushes, they found that tbey also, 
with blm^ were in front of tliree lions ; they durst 
not See, but stood along witb him, holding firm 
their muskets. These three Hottentots stood for 
some time with fixed eyes on the three lions, till 
the animals got tired, and quietly walked off, to 
the great joy of the Hottentots. Though I did 
not witness this esploit, I was as sure of its truth, 
from the character of the men, as I was of that _ 
which I saw with mine own eyes. 

Some may ask, Is not night the most danger- 
ous time for meeting wild beasts, when the eye 
of man cannot be seen by them ? how has God 
then fulfilled his promise, of putting the fear of 
man in them ? No animal can produce fire but 
man ; God has therefore put the fear of fire in 
eyery ferocious beast, so that by kindling fires 
around where he halts, he is completely protected 
fiom their attacks, as has been noticed. 



In the 21st chapter of Genesis there is an 
account of Ilagar and her son leaving the family 
«f Abraham, on account of a family squabble, and 
retiring to a wilderness. Both being greatly 
fetigued by travelling under a scorching sun, and 
die water they carried being eshausted, and find- 
' g no founttin from whence they could obtain 

iresh supply, they lay doivn hopeless among 
le shrubs, almost despairing of life. But in 
time of their estremity, an aiigd ^iQ-i'iAca- 
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tiaJl^ appeared, who directed tliem to nater at a 
little distance, by drinking of which their lives 
were preaerved. 

It may Beem surprising lo some, that neither 
llagar nor her aon found out this well, or pool, 
themselTCs. The ground being covered with 
bushes or shrubs must have caused the difficulty, 
la searching, unless they had come to the very 
spot, they would not havo observed it, from the 
intervention of the shruha. 

I remember being in the saiue predicamtmt 
when crossing the wild Buahmaa country. I 
had travelled the nhole day without <rat«r, and 
halted among bushes, after sun-set, without find- 
ing water. In the morning we found wo ,' ' 
been spending the night in thirst, within ft! 
hundred yards of abundance of good water. 

GOING FROM 6THENCTH TO BTRENGTO. 

In Psalm Itxiuv, 6, 7, are described the jour- 
neys of the Israelites to their feasU at Jerusalnn 
from distant parts of the country. It meutiotis 
their digging wells in the valley of Baca, wfaich, 
in the raby season, were filled with excellent 
water, and Wame a great conveniesce to boc- 
ceediog travellers. In reference to them, the 
travclicrs are said to have gone from strengtJi ta 
strength till they arrived at mount Zion in Jeru- 
salem, to appear before God there, which was the 
object of their journey. 

When a weary traveller arrives at a well in the 
wUdemesB, his strength is ueuV^ (tioe, hut on 



find- 
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drinking of its water, he is revived and strength* 
ened for another stage; and, on falling in with 
another well, he receives fresh vigour for again 
proceeding on his journey. So that going from 
strength to strength may literally mean, from well 
to well ; though some understaiid by this, going 
fromc 



NO INN3 ANCIENTLY IN CANAAN, 



^B&nd they [the Levite and hia wife wheu on a jour- 
^^K nej] turned aside thither, to go in and to lodge in 
^H Gibeah [u tuwn in Uenjaiuin] ; and when he went 
^^L in, he sat him down in a street of the city: for 
^V there wua nu man that took them into hia houae 
^r to lodging JuoQES six. 15. 

^P This circumstance happened a short time after 
the death of Joshua. It shows that there were 
no inns for the accommodation of travellers in 
those days, whose comfort, therefore, depended 
on the hospitalityof the inhabitants; which seems 
to have given rise to the numerous exhortations 
in Scripture to hospitality, or kindness to strangers, 
The same custom as what was practised by the 
Levite, prevails in African cities to the present 
tinte. Every district or ward in their towns haa 
a square enclosure, to one of which strangers 
g^ietally repair, and sit down in it, as the Levite 
did in the street. If any ask them to their house, 
which seldom occurs, it is well ; if not, they 
must sleep on the ground, which, in warm and 
dry ciimiUes, is, of course, not svicb. ^ HSifxs^fsi^ 
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as it would be in colder and damper ones. Dur* 
ing OUT Lord's visit to Jemsalem, Lc nnd Lis dis- 
ciples generally retired at night to the Mount of 
Olives, wLcre they slept under the trees, or among 
the hushes, ^ilany thousands of those stningen 
who attended the feasts must have done the same, 
as there could not possihly be accommodation in 
the city for so extraordinary an influx of strangen 
as were accustomed to attend the passover. Per- 
haps sometimes it might greatly exceed 1,000,000, 
as appears &om the immense multitude found in 
it at its final destruction by the emperor Vespaniui, 
of whom 1,100,000 are stated to have perished, 
though it appears that many of those came bjr 
particular invitation at that time, to aaast Bl d^^ 
lending their city against the Rcnnans. ^^^| 



KntOB lUDOINO AT THE DATE. ^^H 

And Absalom rose up cartj-, and Rood beaide the wajr 
of theftate: and it was «o, that when ftny nun that 
had a controversy come to tbo kio); for jndnDunt, 
then Absalom called iinlo hiin, und suid. Of what 
city ore tbon I And lie said. Thy servant is uf one 
of the tribes of Isrucl. And Aliwiloni uid unio 
him, Sec, thy mattcrii ore j>(ind aoA ri>;ht : but thtrrv 
b DO man deputed of the lung to hnor thee. — S Sam. 
«Y. 2, 3. 

Thou tho kiuj; arose, and sat in thi? gule. And thnj 
told unto all the peojilc, saying, Dehuld, tbu ktiia 
doth sit in the galo. Andoll tbojicflplocamoliofoTO 
the king; for Israel had fled i-verj-nuin to1iift«at. 
—3 Bam. xix. 8. 

Ecepntn th« judgfnipnt of truth and peace in your 
" Vie. 



JUU0I»O IN THE GATE. 



|0poii tliia rock (said ChriHt) will I build my Church ; 
and the gates of hstl Bhall not prevail a^aiiist it. 
—Matt. xvi. 18. 
It appeaiB from the Ekbove, and otber pass^es 
irf Scnptore, that the king of Israel distributed 
justice, or sat in judgment to decide causea that 
night bo brought hefore them at the gate, — that 
the gate of the city was the place where these 
cauBCS came before them, and where they pro- 
notmoed theii decision, — that the king held his 
councils at the gate, or where the cldera or chicfe 
met the king, to conadet the afl^irs of the nation, 
— imd that, in fact, all their principal assemblies 
vtse held at the gates of the city. 

This Jewish custom still exists high in the 
tnterior of South Africa. WhUe in Kurreechane, 
B city about 1200 or 1300 miles up from the 
Cape of Good Hope, I was told that a cause was 
going to be brought before the king. Being 
anxious to witness it, I was led in haste to the 
gate, where I saw the Iring ut down at the right 
Bide of it, with his secretary on his right hand, 
and the prosecutor, or complaiuer, on his lefl, 
who stated his case across to the secretary. Dm- 
iEg his narrating his case, the king was looking 
about as if not attending to what was said ; but 
I saw from his eye, that he was attending to what, 
for form's sake, was addressed to the secretary. 
When the party bad finished what he liad to say, 
the secretary repeated the whole to the king, as 
if he had been entirely ignorant of the matter. 
The king immediately gave judgment. 

la conseqaence of a ri^t Uom Aw ^uit% '^ 
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Dougliooboone, a city about 20 milea to tlie 8.K. 
of Kurreecliime, they had a feast on an ox nhich 
was a present firom the royal Tiaitor, and the feagt 
was kept at the gate, tvhieh I had an opportunity 
also o{ nitnesmng, — bo their legal and festival 
meetings are evidently held at the gate. 

The gates of heU, in the passage quoted above, 
must refer to councils, policy, or plmis of devils, 
not being able to efiect the ruin of the Church 
of God. 

DVISQ AT BDN-SET, 

And a, certain man skew a bow at a ventDTe, and 
smote the king of lorool (Ahab) between the jointA 
of the harness : therefore lie said to his ctiariot- 
man, Turn thine bund, that tJiou majrest cany me 
out of the host ; for 1 am wounded. And the 
battle increased that daj ; howbeit the king of 
Israel stayed himself up in liis chmiot agniuat the 
Syrians until the even : and about the tikb or 
TH» auK ooiKO nowir, be oiku. — 2 Chrox. xviiL 
33,34. 

When croBsing the continent of A&ica in the 
year 1813, one evening after sun-set, one of my 
Ilottentots iva9 wounded by a wild UuBhmaB'a 
arrow, wliich was jKiisoned. He was extremely 
ill the whole night. About 10 o'clock next 
morning, a tame Bushman who belonged to my 
party, told me that when the sun was there, 
pointing to the bottom of the western horizon 
(meaning nt smi-set), his breath would come out 
here, pointing to hu mouth, or, that be should 
doL la tbo evening 1 wntcWL Oie iraii-M^Aiatt, 



DESEItTS IMPROVED. 



at which time he immecliately expired. 

pent beiDg cut in two at any time in the day, 

retains life in both parts till sun-set, but no 

longer. 

Ferhaps Ahab was shot by a poisoned arrow 
of a s imilar kind, for he also died on the going 
down of the sun. 



The wilderness and the so1itai7 place shsll bo glad 
for Uiem ; and the desert sbiill rejoice, and blosBom 
aa the rose. It shall blossom abundtmtly. Isaiah 

Considering this chapter as describing the 
blessed effects of the Gospel on entering a dark 
fa heathen country, the description Is inimitably 
fine. 

The codutcy is compared to a dreary, deso- 
late, and dangerous wilderness, where there is 
nothing to amuse, gratify, or refresh the miserable 
inhabitants, or the paasmg traveller. Every wil- 
demess wears the aspect of gloom, grief, and 
monming ; and, viewing it, raises corresponding 
feejinga m. the mind. It is hardly possible for 
a peraon in such eircumstances to be cheeiiiil, 
muesa his happiness be derived &om meutal 
resources, or invisible objects which he conceives 
of,-— in fact, it very much resembles being on 
board of ship in a dead calm, tvhen, to witness a 
person laughing, surprises all on board. 

Thi« aame iFi/tfcmess and BoUta.17 wvokiLt^ vi> 
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repieeented as rejoicing and blossoming like the 
b^utiful, fragrant, youthful, opening rose, wtucli 
the moat gloomy mind can lutrdly oehold tor a 
moment, without experiencing pleasantsenrationsi 
and being exultingly disposed to say, "Lo, the 
ivinter is past, and the time of the Mn^ng of 
birds is come.' 

To find only one solitary rose in the desert, 
instead of dispelling, would increase the traTeDer'B 
depression, when his first excitement on nnes- 
pectedly meeting so lovely a stranger had sub- 
sided. To see Uiere a solitary bird, or a solitary 
pair, or a single hill in a plain, or a single tree 
standing by itself, adds to the gloom ; but a 
ight of birds, a group of hills, or clumps of 
recs, always giye liTclineas to the scene. Hence 
in this chapter the wilderness is represented as 
blossoming abundantly, and consequently as re- 
joicing with joy, and with smging, as the natural 
expression of that joy. 

These scenes ore represented as strengthening 
the weak kandi. When the body is greatly 
fatigued by traversing deserts of sand, ana 
consequently the animal spirits depressed, the 
feelings of the person are significantly expressed 
by the ]iowtion of the arms, which then spon- 
taneously hang straight down, dangling at hia 
udes, as if divested of power and inclination lo 
exert them in any way. No man, in these cir- 
cumstances, requires to be taught lo act thw; 
whatever be his colour or couMry, he doct it 
naturally, la such drcumstances, 1 have sone- 
titaea jaatched up a pcbUci inci«\^ ^ tax) tlie 



feelines in the hajid, but the fingers insensibly 
choosing, like the arms, to hang direct down, of 
course the pebble dropped to the ground. The 
Scriptures are ibe dictation of God; we must 
therefore admire the infinity of that mind which 
notices these little oceurrences in his eieature, 
man. Great things every mind ivill notice, but 
it reqvtires greater minds suitably to notice small 
things, and to make a wise use of them. 
The sixth verse is truly bcautiiiil : 

The lame shall leap as an hart, and the tongue of 
the dumb ring ; {wherefore !] for in the wildemcBS 
Bhall waters break out, and streams in the desert. 

Lameness and dumbness are the uniform effects 
of long walking in a desert : the sand and grarel 
produce the former, fatigue the latter. In such 
cases some of us have walked hours together 
without uttering a sentence ; and all walked as 
' If crippled, from the sand and gravel getting into 
Qie shoes ; but the sight of water, especially if 
Piiiexpected, unloosed every tongue, and gave 
■ a^litr to every limb ; men, oxen, goats, sheep 
and dogs, ran with speed and expressions of joy 
Ut the refreshing element. 

It is not uncommon for springs of water to arise 
in such countries where they had not been before, 
wliich produces verdure and fertility where bar- 
renness formerly reigned. The introduction of 
the Gospel to the nations of South Africa has af- 
Vferded sources of joy and delight utterly unknown 
^Uo the forefathers of this generation. Formerly, 
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immortal apirit irbile enduring the miseries of 
life, or -when perceiTing the approach of a dying 
hour ; but now many of them know and love the 
only fountain of life, and the foundation of all 
gocdhope. 

The breaking out of waters in the TrildemcH 
is not merely to produce wells or pools, bat their 
blessings shall follow the traveller, by sendine 
forth Hreatnt in the deiterC. The breaking toTta 
of water irom the rock Mcribali in the wilaemeat 
was a great comfort to the thirsty Hebrews at the 
time, but following them during all their wan- 
derines, rendered the blessing LaeKpresubly more 
Taluable. 



This is extremely descriptire of some ports of 
the western nde of Africa, where the gronnd 
appears as if it hod been scorched by fire ; so that 
not a blade of grass nor a hush is visible, and 
appears to defy all human means to improre iL 
The north sides of some mountains near Pella, 
in Namacqua-land, which; of course, face thesun, 
may well be called parched and thirsty ground ; 
nothing but the prodnctionof sprbgsand streams 
could posmblyrender them, and the w^ons around 
them, in the least degree fertile. Thej' seem cap- 
able of drinking up a deluge of tarn, without 
sending forth a single streamlet. 
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Dragons ore considered to be u species of ven- 
omoos serpent, fond of lurking in ruinous build- 
ings, or dry rocky piirts of a country. Qrass 
eannot grow without a considerable quantity of 
water ; as for reeds and rushes, they cannot esist 
without & great quantity, so as to stand in it. 
They require water more than either swans or 
'" icis ; so in Job vjii. 11, it is asked, "Can the 
grow up without mire ? can the flag grow 
rilhout water ?" Every botanist would answer, 
impossible. So here water is spoken 
of OS bursting forth, and flowing in such copious 
streams as to fertilize the most sterile lands ; or 
the Gospel, bringing the water of life, is capable 
not only of , humanizing or ciriiizing, but of cTan- 
gehnng the most ignorant and barbarous of 
mankind. It has done this already in African 
legions, and will continue to do so, till all the 
■adons of the earth shall voluntarily submit to ■ 
jfite government of Jesus, and be thankfiil ta ■ 
l|oit. I 

KVer. B. — And an liigliway shall be there : tbe way- ' 
faring men, tbon|i;li foole, ehitll not err therein. 

To travel in a country where there are no roads 

'l very irksome and unpleasant, and much time 

t by interruptions from rocky parts, bushes, 

f grass, &c. Afterwards to revisit the country, 
find an highway leading to the different 
I towns, and so visible that the silliest traveller 
cotQd never be at a loss to find it, and keep in it, ■ 
tbiB "alteration would make the journey pleasant 
and expeditious- No halting to conmt wVe^CT. 
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to go over or round such and auch mountain*, 

bow or wh<?re to cross such a forest, orer euch a 
liver, across such a vfillej, strewed vHth rocks. 

In countries where revelation is unloioTCn, the 
people may be said to be walking or gropbg in 
the dork, as to the interests of the soul and eter- 
nity ; but OD the gostiel entering, attended by the 
efiectual teaching of God, the road to heaven and 
happiness is as visible as the sun. 



The safety of travellers in this new way ii 
spoken of, by the assurance that no lion shall be 
there, nor any ravenous beast, — a wonderful relief 
to the timid, unguarded, or defenceless traveller. 



FLOWING FOUNT AISB NOT TO BE POBSAKSX. 



Israel had forsaken God, the chief good, and 
gone after the worship of idols, in preference to 
the worship of God. In hot climates, good water 
is invalualile ; and those who enjoy it feel it w 
refreshing, and otherwise so useful, that so long 
as the fountain continues to discbarge its waters, 
they will not forsake the slream ; yet Israel I ' 



no water — for gods that had no existence but in 
tbe foolish fanaes «f wicked ueti^ London wiU 



not willingly fursake the rivei Thames, which hu i 
been her friend for perhaps 2000 years; nor 
Glasgow the Clyde. 



SMOKE FROM THE NORTH. 
KlSowl, O gate ; cry, O city ; thou, whole Falsstina, 
' art dissolred : for there eliall come Iroia the north 
IE, — Isaiah xiv. 31. 

O gate, or rulers ! hecause, as in African cities, 
""e rulers, as we have seen, chiefly held the sit- 

js of their councils at the gate. 

" There shall come frofi the north a smoke." 
9 may be in allusion to smoke arising from 
'distant conilagnitions, caused by an advancing 
desolating army, the sight of which would greatly 
alarm the inhabitants of Falcsttna. I have seen 
the smoke from mountains whose grass and 
bushes were on fire, at the distance of 40 or 50 
niles. 

Or it may refer to clouds of sand or dust raised 
^ troops rapidly advancing to attack them. By 
tnis means I have observed the advance of tra- 
Telliog parties, long before they reached us, from 
the cloud of sand raised by the movement of the 
a. Game is also frec[uently discovered by the 
e means, 



WATERS FAILING FROM T 
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100 WATERS FAILING FROM TBF. SEA. ^^H 

Ihe sea, and tlic rivcra eIuII bo wasted and dried 
up IsAiAfl six. 5. 

Egypt is an African country, and tliese threat- 
enin^ arc denounced against it. 

" The waters," viz., of the river Nile, « sliall 
fail from the sea." One savs it means that, in 
consequence of the Nile being dried up, (be 
Egyptian resGela would not be able to reacb the 
sea. Another saya, that the sea refers to the 
river Nile, which was called the sea, bat does 
not add why. Ilowevcr, if the river Nile was 
dried up, it must have been caused by waters 
failing from the sea. The sea is the great reaer- 
Toir of all water — it feeds the fountains of aU 
nrers — water from it !s exhaled in vapoui, and 
moves in clouds from the Indian Ocean into the 
interior of the African continent, and falUnsdown 
in ruin upon the mountains, gives supplies of 
water to the fountains of those rivers which pro- 
teed from them. Were tliis supply from the ■«« 
to cease, the Nile and other African rivers wonld 
soon become dry, for the fountains can give no 
more than they receive. Thus rivers and brooks 
would fiiil from the sea disoontiniung its suppUes : 
what was sown in their vicinity would wither and 
die. Hence, from the wind chiefly blowbg from 
the south-east, there are three rivers for one on 
the eastern wde of South Africa that there is on 
the western side ofthat part of tlie continent; and, 
from the geographical Iposillon of the soorces of 
the Nile, there can be little doubt of their baring 
their supplies from the same direction. 



WELL8 OF SALVATION. 



it of the welia of sal- ] 



1 extended sandy desert under a. 
fcnming bud, is at all times bazardons and di&- 
IreBging. No pardon put into the hands of a 
flriminal ona scaffold, or efficacious medicine given 
a dying patient, can be viewed more as a savi- 
r of life tban falling in with a fountain of water 
B Bach circumstances. The sight of it immedi- 
Mtelf revives the drooping spirits, removes gloom 
from every countenance, producing a smile of 
~ itifijaction, and with jo; ^lall the weary travel- 
ir diinlc of its water, yea drink abundantly, and 
6 with renovated Ijfe and vigour, to talk of 
a refreshing effects. It deserves to be called a 
rell of salvation, for had he not found it, 

soon, he must have perished ; but having 
1 it, and partaken of its contentB, he lived, 
■—bis life was saved. 

The imagery of Scripture is most expres3iv«), 
Bud the better it is understood, the more will it> 
'e admired. 

DP OF COLD WATEB GIVER TO A DISCITLK. 

Lord says. Whosoever ehall give to drink unto 
e of these little ones [hia disclplos] a cup of cold 
water only in tlie name of a disciple, venJj 1 say 
unto you, he shall in no wise luse his reward. 
Matt. X. 42. 
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Of this Scriptuie I often Qio\Lg\iL, vix ^a^OR^ 
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102 FieitY SERPENTE, 

ports of Africa, when a cup of good water would 
have been an invaluable present far preferable to 
the finest wine on earth. For a person ia such 
a situation, possessing only two cupfuls of water, 
freely to part with one of them to another per- 
son, merely because he was a Cliristian, would 
be a mark of the sincerest Iriendship ; it would 
be hazarding his own life to preserve that of a 
friend of Jesus, Such an act, from such a prin- 
ciple, could only be done by a genuine diecipEe 
of Jeeus Christ. 

FI£BT SERPENTS, BCORFIONS, AND DBODQHT. 

[The Lard Ood] who led tliee tlirough tbat grcftt and 
terrible wildemeBs, whereiu were fiery acrpeiil*, 
(uid •con>i(>'iSi an'l drought, where there was no 
wiitir. — Ueut. viii. IS. 

En five and twenty words the sacred historian 
gives here a most accurate and luminous descrip- 
tion of an African desert. It is not only descriptive 
of tbat desert at the north end of Africa, in which 
the Israeliles sojourned for 40 years, but equally 
BO of those at the southern end, on its western 
side, the greater part of which, for about 2000 
miles along the coast, is covered with deep nnd. 

A desert is great when it is extensive ; and sudi 
a desert may be called terrible, from the anxiety, 
dread, or fear which it causes to the persons tra- 
velling in it, from what they experience, and from 
tbeir donbts as to the result, lie comes to pools, 
hut he iinds tbat they are like broken dslcms, 
fito^ tbov^ they once c(iau»ae& w«ua, wa^ 



^M A UOWLIKa WILDERNESS. I07^^H 

^BHin none now ; it has sunk into the ground. Kei ^^H 
^■ofaaerves two rows of trees and bushes at a dig- ^^H 
^Ftonce. which raises hope iu his mind, expecting ^^| 
thwe to find a river. He hastens to the spot; 
but on reaching the banks, he finds the stream is 
dried up; not a drop of water ia visible, for it 
only nms after rains. He then digs a few feet 
under the surface, in the bed oi channel of the 
liver, in hopes of reaching some remnant of its 
waters, but finds his labour is fruitless ; the water 
Laa eather sunk beyond his reach, or has been 
Ohaled into the heavens. He has no expecta- 
kin of relief from a shower falling that evening, 
'r week, or month, for it is a land of drocgiit, 
i no rain has fallen for the preceding six, twelve, 
t eighteen montha. Would it be aurpriaing to 
■ear the traveller'a assiatanta express themselves 
^ Sins: — " This is, indeed, a great and terrible wil- 
derness, aland of drought, where no water ia I" 
Hiere were also fiery serpents and scorpions. 
It is beJieved in Africa that the moat poisonous 
serpents were in the most arid parts, nnd where 
die heat was greatest. In such parts I uniformly 
found the scorpions moat numerous. The know- 
ledge of this being the case, might render the 
^WudemesB through which the Israelites travelled . 
e teirible to them. 



4 HOWltKC! WILDERNESS. 



r The eryi^Uie wolf mhowUng ; isA-asiti 



101 A LAKD OF PIT9. 

is more frequently found in very desert parts tlum 
the wolf, and no creature wliosc cry 1 heard, ap- 

gared to me to have so melancholy a sound as it. 
owl is also sometimes applied to human beings 
in horror, as in Isiiiah xiii. 6 ; " llowl ye ; for 
the day of the Lord is at liand; it shall come as 
a deatructiDn from the Almighty." 



A LAND OF PITS, 

'Where is the Lord that brought ub ont of the land of 
Egypt, that led us through the wilderness, through 
s mnd of deserts nnd fits, tliroagh a land of 
drought, and of the shadow of death, tlirough a 
land that no man passed through, and whore no 
man dwelt I — Jea. ii. G. 

In the wild Bushman country, dangerous pita 
are very general. They arc not natural pits, hut 
nre dug by the natives to ensnare wild animals 
for food. They are from four to six feet deep, 
many of them baring a sharp pointed stoke 
firmly filed in the bottom. The mouth is slightly 
covered with twigs, or small branches from the 
' Ich are strewed over with grass, to twe- 
lals observing it. The instant they.bap- 
itiously to tread upon it, they ginK into 
It, head foremost, and dash against the stake at 
the bottom, from which they cannot extricate 
themselves. Such pits are uot only ditngeroua In 
beasts, but ctiually so to man, if he does uot walk 
very circumspccdr, and particularly bo when 
Jravellin^ in me tugbt-time. 
Thepaaaaga may pcrbapa ic&i \a "^ tnuAucft 



trees, which 
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M WILD BEASTS. 

of umllar pits in tlie wilderness through which 
the laraehtes had to pass on their journey from 
Egypt to Canaan. 

" A land of the shadow of death," If we walk 
upon tlie shadow of a mountiiin, we must be near 
it, or tread on the shadow of a man, we must be 
near him ; so a land of the shadow of death must 
be a hazardous or dangerous land, where travel- 
lers take their lives in their hand, — where no man 
passes thronph, — ^ivhere there is neither road nor 
accommodation, no settled inhabitant, — a land 
completely forsaken. 



A CITY aPRBOCNDED BY WILD BEASTS, 

Wherefore a lion out of the foreat shall slay tbem, 
and a naif of the evenings eholl spoil them, a leoparil 
shall watch over their cities : every one that goeth 
out thence shall be torn in pieces : becaose their 
tranB^resaions are maaj, and their bockalidings ore 

increased Jeb. v. S. 

^e lion prowls about in the day, which I 
bave often witnessed in Africa; but the habits 
of the wolf are different, as it seldom makes its 
appearance before sun-set, after which it comes 
&rth, like other thieves of the night, in search of 
prey. I never, when moving aoout in Africa, 
saw more than one wolf stalking about in day- 
fight, and that was in a most forsaken part, where, 
to a great extent, the land was absolutely paved 
with flag-stones, the same us the side pavements 
in our streets; but when uight came, thcv were 
constantly howling and hovering around our 



10(i A LAUB SENT TO TOE ItULEH. ^H 

The habit of the leopard, also, is to be slom- 
bering in concealment during the day ; but the 
darknees rouses him, and he comes fordi seeking 
what he may devour. It ia of the tiger species, 
and rather smaller. The woWes and leopards 
should have the boldness to prowl abont their 
cities, as the wild beasts did about our waggons 
in the wilderness, so that it should be most hazar- 
dous for man or beast to venture outsde their 

BENDING X LASIB TO THE BULER. 

Send ye the lamb to the ruler of the land from Selah 
to the wilderness, unto the mount of the danghter 
of Zion, — Isaiah xvi, 1, 

Mateebe, king of L^ttakoo, before I went to 
some nations beyond him, would not consent to 
my visiting Makkabba, king of the Wanketzena : 
his reason was, because he had never sent him 
the signs of friendship and peace, which should 
have been a present of some cattle. The fflgns 
or coufirmationB of peace among the interior na- 
tions of South Africa, are the exchange of pre- 
sents of cattle. Perhaps this is n custom of great 
antiquity, and may assist in throwing light oa 
the above passf^e. Some tribute may havB b<a 
withheld. t^^^^ 

WATERS THAT FAIL. 

:e (— Jta. x 
Crossing a desert on the western side of Africa, 
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nearly TOO miles broad, in whicli tLere was no 
water, — after leaving the laat spring of wafer on 
the maiginof the desert, we travelled, chiefly 
over deep sand, for 15 hours. To rest the oxen, 
though there was neither grass nor water, we 
halted five hours ; after which we went forward, 
fox 18 hours more, without a halt, during which 
time the groans of the oxen, irom thirst and 
&ligue, were most distressing to hear. About 
the commencement of the 10th hour, the cry of 
"Water! water! water!" was raised by the Hot- 
tentots, on perceiving the oxen giving signs that 
they smelted it. After some consideration, hr 
anipHing in every direction, they hastened towards 
a comer at the bottom of a low hiU, where, indeed, 
there was a considerable pool, but the water had 
FAILED, or sunk into the ground, evidently not 
more than one or two days before, as the ground 
was still damp over the whole bottom. 

Hiis pool might be called a liar, for by its scent 

it raised expectations of reUef from it, which hopes 

were blasted on reaching it, and findine; it empty. 

w Vtom this disappointment we should not after- 

uds have trusted to it for relief in similar cii- 



OREAT ROCK IN A WEARV LAND. 




--IsAIAB XXxiL 2. 

Wdl does the Irareller remembci a da^ ia 'iia 



lOS anxDow qf a oreat ttocs. ^^H 

wilds of Africa, where the country was chieflt 
covered with burning sand ; when scorched widi 
the powerful rays of an almost vertical sun, the 
thermometer in the ehade standing at 100". 
He remembers long looking hither and thither 
for something that would afford protection from 
the almost unsupportalile heal, and where the 
least motion of air felt like flame coming against 
the iace. At Icnslb he espied a huge loose rock 
leaning against tnc front of a small cliff which 
faced the sun. At once he fled for refuge under- 
neath its inviting shade. The coolness emitted 
from this rocky canopy he found eiquimlely 
exhilarating. The wild beasts of the desert were 
all fled to their dens, and the feathered songsters 
were all roosting among the thickest foliage they 
could find of die evergreen trees. The whole 
creation around seemed to groan, as if their vigour 
had been entirely exhausted. A small river wm 
providentially at hand, to the side of which, aflec 
a while, he ventured, and sipped a htde of iU 
cooling water, which tasted better than the best 
buT^undy or the finest old hock in the world. 
During all this enjoyment, the above apnyxtt 
text was the interestina subject of the traTcUct's 
meditatiou ; though the allusion, as n figure, 
must fall infinitely short of that which is meant 
to be prefigured by it. 

A sdui wounded by the strokes of a rouMd 
conscience, stricken by the terrors of a broken 
fien law, with a fearful looking for of JudgmeDt 
and fieiy indignation of the Great La)^¥er, 
readf to coasaiae his ftdvenarics^— at such time. 



TBE TITO deahts. 

hrongh grace, to be enabled to flee for refuge to 

hehope eriiibited in the Gospel, or the eTerlasting 

tgbteousness, mcluding the death of the Lamb 

if God, must be attended with a peace, eatisfac- 

, and enjoyment, that sm^ass all conception 

md all description bj the tongue or pen of men. 

A WEARY land, no doubt, refers to a desert 

^ country, where there is great heat and 

e water. Such a country must greatly weary 

; both the body and animal spirits " 

I traveller. They must weary long, or 

inpatient to get out of it. In such circumstances, 

rest under a rock must produce sensations the 

it delightful. 



TWO ABMIES IK THE BHTJK4MITE. 

iit will ye bm in the Sbimamite t As it 
the company of two armies, — SoMo vi. 13. 
LX And then a law, that when I would do good, evil is 
present whli nic. — Rom. vii. 12. 

Hunameets, uncle to the king of IJattakoo, 
r travelled with me for about two months in the 
f z^ons beyond that city. Towards the end of 
kitiat journey, during which he had heard the 
T'dCBpel twice a-day, he one morning came to my 
I tent, bringing the interpreter along with him, 
l^flmd sat down ; after which, with great serioua- 
i, he informed me tliat he had got two hearts, 
re, and another there, pointing to his right 
I "mid left Bides. On inquiring what made htm 
Itaol He said he felt one heaxV, ^^ , "^ ^^i 
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ilO A WIFE BOUGHT. 

thJB that these people tell you from the Word of 
God,' when immediately the other heart says, 
" No ! you must not do it." 

The above reminds me of a singular way of 
expres^g covetousness, used by Moeelway, aon 
of the former king of Marootzee. lie came one 
morning to my tent, while in Kurreechane, and 
said to me, " I hare lost my heart, it is quite 
gone." " How or where did you lose it ?" " It 
IS gone into that dog," pointing to a lai^ doe, 
belonging to one of my Hottentots, which be hdd 
in his hand by a cord he bad put round the ani- 
mal's neuk. I then understood that ho coveted 
the dog. I told him that it was not mine, bat 
that he might he able to purchase it from the 
owner. Immediately he went to him with the 
interpreter, and offered a fine ox for it, which 
the Hottentot most readily accepted. 



A WIFB BOUOBT. 



This was gi'nng a dowry for, instead of recrix- 
ing a dowiy with, the wife. The same cuatom is 
universal, among the interior nations of Southetn 
Africa at the present time. A negotiatiuD Ib 
carried on with the &ther of the female, a* to 
the number of oxen for which be will rir« op 
his daughter to him who is dGsirous of^haring 
Aer foi a irifc. Peiba^a ftiaocLg^ un^diiciiilcd 



DOUBLE D8E OP 

I'lieathen the custom secures better treatment to I 
I the females after marriage, seeing it is bo expen'T 
I ave to obtain them. 



DOOBLE USE OF RAIMENT. 

I If thou at all take thj neighboor'B riument to pledge 
thou ehalt deliver it uoto him by that tlie son 
goeth down : for that is his covering only, it is hia 
raiment for his skin : whereio shall he sleep I and 
it shall come to pass, when he crieth onto me, that 
I will hear ; for I am gracious. — Exon. xxii. 26, 27. 

In aU parta of Southern Afiica, the skin cloak 
the cOTering of males and females hj day, and 
at in which they sleep by night : they have 
.|»o other bed-clothes. The Hottentot cloak is 
Composed of eheep skins, retaining the wool oa 
the inside of it, in which he sleeps comfortably 
under a bush or tree wherever he goes. Deprive 
him of that covering, and he would find himself 
most uncomfortably placed. It would be a cruel 
set The nations farther into the interior, have 
doaks made IVom hides of oxen or cows, which 
'ttey have a method of rendering soft and pliable, 
exactly for the enme purposes as the 
otneiB, Tiz., for clothing and for sleeping in. 

The Israelites sleeping in the wilderness in 
this simple manner, would be always ready to 
temove when the trumpet intimated the moving of 
,liie pillar of fire ; like the dogs, when tJiey shook , 
'^letnselves, they might be said to be dressed and | 
ly to march. 



most I 
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TO THIS SBA- 

The God \fho gave such a liumiuie, consider- 
ate law to the Israelites, might n'cU be called a 
gradoua God. 

ALL BITERS SUNNIKO TO THE SEA. 

All tha rivera nm into the sen ; jet the sea Is not 
foil : Dnto tlie place from whence the rivera came, 

thither they return again. — Eccles, i. 7. 

This is a general law of (he Creator, to wluch 
lie himself has made some exceptions, at least 
apparently. Such as ia the river Krooman (or 
Kooroomon), which, after satis^ing the waiits 
of thousands while geuti? pussine the tonus fif 
Lattakoo, Ilamapery, Hokkooro, Matchatchaiuu, 
and Patamiee,— hafiog done its work by sappljr- 
ing these towns, it enters the great soutAon 
Zahara desert, and is immediately lost in Its 
sands, which extend for about COO miles to the 
Ethiopic Ocean; ftom which desert, however, it 
mB,y be exhaled, or drawn up by the sun's hcitl, 
formed into clouds, and these earned by the 
winds to water other lauds; in this way the 
waters of that river may at length reach Mme 



GOATS, LEADERS OF FLOCKS. 

Remove out uf iLs midsL of Babjlon, and go Uaik 
out of the land of the C'hnMewiR, and bo ■■ tb* 
he-Btiuts trel'ure the flocks.— J «». l. S. 

from this passagQ it ai[i\icta« \!hM It wic cut- 



GOATS, LEADERS OP FLOCKS. 1 13 



tOmaiy 'with the ancient Israelites to have he* 
goats among their flocks of sheep, and that in 
trarelliDg the goats went foremost. The game 
judicious custom esiats in South Africa to this 
day. The goat possesses much more fortitude 
than the sheep, and is more fomord in advanc- 
ing through difficulties, especially in crossing 
rivers ; and the sheep, who are not fond of such 
exploits, implicitly follow them. While travel- 
ling in Africa, I was obliged to have a small 
flock of sheep, to secure food when game was 
scarce ; and as instigators to hold and rapid 
traveling, I was necessitated always to have a 
few goats in the flock. They always took the 
lead, especially in crossing rivers, one of which, 
the Great Orange River, was about a quarter of 
a mile across, and there the goats behaved nobly. 
Had they been rational creatures, I should have 
returned them public thanks. The goats, always 
taking the lead among the sheep, seem as if sen- 
able of possessing superior mental powers. 

Perhaps, were the drovers to our markets thus 
to employ goats instead of dogs — if English goata 
liave the same dispositions as those in wanuer 
dlmates — their flocks would proceed with more 
speed, and it would save the harmless sheep 
many severe strokes from the drivers, and bites 
from the dogs. 

While speaking of sheep, it may not be un- 
suitable to notice an ancient custom in some ori- 
Tental countries, viz., that the shepherd had no 
B^Dccasion to walk behind the flock in order to force 
Klhem forward, hut he went before U\cm, tusiKva^ 
K 2 
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a eoimd, which sound became bo familiar to thnn, 
that they followed him wherever he chose to lead 
them ; hut they would follow none hut him. 

To this custom our Lord eridently refers, John 
s. 3-5 ; " The sheep hear his voice ; and he 
calleth his own sheep by name, and Icadeth 
them out. And when he putteth forth his own 
aheop, he gocth before thero, and the shcop fol- 
low him : foi they know his voice, and a sttan- 
ger they ivill not follow, but will flee from him : 
tor they know not the voice of strangers." 

POISONED ARROWS. ^^H 



From this it is jirobable that the invention miiI 
the custom of usmg poisoned arrows csistnl so 
far back as the ancicDt days of Job, and that this 
passage is an allusion to such a custom. 

The practice of using poisoned arrows is oni- 
versal among the interior nations of Southern 
Africa) to whom the Gospel has not readied. 
The stroDgcst of alt the poisons used is that which 
has been discovered liy the most uneiviliicd of all 
the nations — the wild Bushmen ; a wouml from 
which is attended with grcJit pnin and thirst, 
while the poison is working throughout tUt" in- 
tern, and attended with great depression.* 

* 1 brought some of the poiMm with me to England 
cv if any antidote against it could bo discovcrwd. 



WATERS FBEK TO ALL. 



3 ALL TRAVELLERS, 



WLile traTelling in a wilderness part of the ^ 
■ wild Bushman country, thirsty, and witliout a 
kiiowtedge where water could he found, darkness 
fest approaching, all were anxious to come to 
water, where we might comfortably rest for the 
[ night. Though Hottentots were looking out 
li for water on both sides of the carava 
u went along, yet neither pool, nor brook, nor river | 

a exactly tte appeorauce of black wax, a 
ind deposited in sliultared corners of rocks, but J 
w it came there is yet unkiiown. 
A medical gentleman, wlio bad devoted much at- ^ 
""tention to the dlffercpt kinds of known poisons, after 
delivering soroe lectures in Loudon on that particular 
Bubject, heard of the Buahuian poisoD, and applied to 
me to funiish him with some of it, that he might 
luialyze it, and endeavour to find out an antidote. 
•^ 1 rejoiced that the matter had fallen into sue 

)d luuids, and immediately forwarded it by post> m 
X received different tetters containing various experi- | 
^ ments, but all had failed. 1 remember the first trial ^ 
'' lie made of the power of the poison was, by wotting 
the point of a needle, and, after dipping it into the 
powder, pricking a bird with it, wluch died almost 
Immediately. The same experiment was made on a 
^ Mcond bird, while some ajitidote was immediately 
o cDunteraet the efiects of the poison. After 
leitalso died, Various antidotes were tried 
e wtt/j but all proved ei\ttaU^ iaeffi«ii\.fla.V> 
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lie DECEnrui. Ditooits. 

could be found ; of course ne expected to he 
obliged to go fortrard the ivhole night. All at 
once, however, while passing a clump of bushes 
on the left, a fowl of the cmne speues dnrted ap- 
narda into the hearens, ascending in a direct line, 
like a spire, uttering a loud cry. This cry put 
fresh life and vigour into the whole party, raising 
a smile in every countenance, and all ran to tlie 
spot from whence the fowl was observed to as- 
cend. As we expected, a charming jkmI of sncct 
water was found among the bushes. 

That animal is always found living near to 
water, and God has given it the habit, when 
alarmed, of ascending in a perpendicular line into 
the lur, with a scream that can be heard to a con- 
eiderahle distance ; and to all who understand it, 
it sounds like the words of the above Scripture, 
" Ho, every one that thirstcth, come yc to tbe 



DECEIT rtTL 

My brethren have dealt deceitfully as a bbooe, tt^ 
sstbestreBniofbrooks they pass away. What time 
they wax wano, thoy vanish : when il is hoi, they 
tire QouBtuned out of their place. — Job vi. 16-1?. 

In desert parts of Africa it has afforded much 
joy to fall in with a brook of water, especially 
when running in the direction of the journey, 
expecting it would prove a valuable companion. 
Perhaps before it accomjMmied us two milc«, it 
btwame invisible! by sinking into the sand ; but 
tn'o tniiva /hrlLcr luoiig, it would K-u^^fcot and 
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nm as befure, and raise hD|ies of its contiuutmce 

but af^ nmiuDg a t'cw huadred yards, would 

filially sink into the sand, not again to iise> In 

both cases it raised hopes which were not realized; 

' course it deceived. Perhaps it is to such brookft 

at Job refers in the ISth verse. 

There are many rivers in Africa which are de- 

'crse 17, which nm in the winter, or 

ly season; but the return of the hot season 

►mpletelj dries them up, which prove often great 

£s^pointments to stranger traveUers. 

'The promises of a faithful God will never dis- 
appoint the expectations of a humble behever, noi 
ytCl the cross of Christ ever cease to be a source 
of everlasting consolation. 
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JOHK THE BAPTIST S DBESS A 



fohn kEid Ills raiment of camel's hair, nnd a leathern 
prdle about bis loins ; and his meat [or food] whs 
locusts and wild honey. — Matt, iii. 4. 

The dress of John greatly resembled that of 
the interior nadons of South Africa, only substi- 
tuting a skin for one of camel's hair ; and his 
Jbod that of the wild Bushmen during the locust 
"Mon. 
Locusts resemble gigantic grasshoppers fiir- 
ifaed with wings. When they come, like in- 
nnineiable armies, they certainly destroy alt vege- 
tation ; but their carcases arc sufGcient for the 
mpport of human life. The wild Bushmen kill 
mUfitiosaf fJiem, which they giit\ieTtog«'^«,&x^ 



118 EMIQUATION. OF BIRDS. ^^H 

them in the Bun, and then grind them into pon^ 
der, which they mix up with tvild honey, or what 
the hees deposit upon rocks, trees, and bushes, 
and on this compound live a part of the year; so 
that the lociists, which are the greatest scourge of 
more civilized people, are considered as welcome 
visitors by the wild Bushmen, who hail their 
approach. Indeed, the crocus and locust seasons 
are called their harvests ; thus showing that what 
is a judgment to one nation is a mercy to another. 

EHtGRATlOn OP BIBDS. 



Jeremiah said this is reference to what hea&w 
when riewing, with a prophetic eye, the desola- 
tions coming on the land of Judah. It is a curious 
iact, that birds are not so plentiful for front, at 
near to, the habitations of men. Tbcy seem to 
have a bia^ in favour of (he vicinity of towns and 
villages. The desolating Judea of its inhabitants 
would cause the voluntaiy emigration of the birds, 
which would render the appearance of the coun- 
try tnJy desolate. 

WALKIKC DT RIVERS OF WATER. 



whereiu they sholl iror stuusle. — Jee. xjou. 9. 
la a hot sultry cUmale, cmi \a conuttnekii^tM 



FRATRICIDE OP CAIN. 1 19^ 

good roads do not frequently occur, such as in 
Africa, nofbing can be more grateliil and cheer- 
ing to a traveller than a smooSi and straight road 
b^ore him, and a rivet of sweet water running 
parallel to the road. It relieves him from various 
wtadedea, being sure of good grass and water for 
toB beasts of burden, as well as good water for 
lumself and his people ; and what is also a great 
ifionifort, he con make his stages long or short as 
he feels inclined, or thinks best. 

The recollection of these things will assist in 
discovering the beauty of the simile or metaphor 
ly which the happiness promised ia espreased. 



And Cain said unto the Lord, My piiiiiBhment is 
greater than I can bear. Behold, thoa haat driven 
me out this day from the face of the earth ; and 
from thy face shall I be hid ; and I shall be a 
fiigitive and a vagabond in the earth ; and it shall 
come to pass, thai eray one that firideth me sluM *lay 
•M.— Gew. iv. 13, 14. 

The state of the first murderer's mind shows 
die value that God attaches to human life, and 
that he will not allow any man to take his pre- 
rogative out of his hand without painfiii punish- 
ment, viz., of numbering a man's days. This Cain 
did hj murdering his brother Abel. Murder 
made Cain a coward ; he became a timid, nervous 
man. Having acted as an enemy to his brother, 
he suspected thai every one wa3 eijuaWj aaeaem.-^ 
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to him, luid had murdcrouH intentions ag[a!nBtliini. 
Herod, after murdering John the Baptist, expe- 
rienced aaimilorstateof mind; for when be hotnl 
of the fame of Jesus as a preacher, he was hor- 
ribly afraid, imd was persuaded it could be no 
other than John the Baptist, whom he had mui- 
dered, risen from the dead, — which shoned his 
conscience greatly trouDcd, and no douht produced 
many a aleepless night. 

I found the same painiu) state of mind among 
natives far in the interior of Africa, who knen 
nothing of the true God, or of Cain's case. In 
trarelling from lattakoo to Kurreechane I bad an 
opportunity of witnessing tliis. Upwards of 60 
natives joined my party, in the expectation of 
feasting upon the rhinoceros and other ponderous 
animals which we might shoot, having beard that 
neither I nor my Hottentots would eat them. 

When any fresh natives joined us, I generally 
endeavoured to discover if lliey bad any deep scnrs 
on fleshy parts of tbdr bodies, and bowmanv they 
bad. E^cpt aboQt five or six, every one of them 
had those murderous marks. Every scar mewu 
one person murdered by the bearer of it ; if there 
be fooT scars, he has murdered four persons. Theae 
murders are generally perpetrated during tkeir 
plundering expeditions ; and such scars, in the 
estimation of the public, are most honoot&ble 
marks, like stars worn on the breasts of ma 
dukes. 

On halting in the evening after a day's johtimt. 
fbese people divided themselves into little bntoa 
of fix 01 eigbt, seated aiounJL &iWt «t 
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PHATRKIDE OF CAIN. 

lokisg, eating', talking; and noisy beyond 

ling ever htaid in a London tippling house. 1 

tund it impossible to sleep while their boislerous 

continued, till I became accustomed to it. I 

_^ ' ' them to go to sleep, when I thought 

iy had eaten enough to satisfy any reasonable 

ion; but they assured me, that should they 

aeleep, they would be attacked by Sybenell'a 

iple, who, pointing to the right, were not far 

from us there,— " These people would come 

[ muider us all!" So tliey continued their 

yoBriog revels till about break of day. 

Some days' journey after this, I reminded them 
that we had got beyoud Sybenell's country, and 
"lat surely now they might safely go to sleep at ■ 
proper time. " Oh ! no, no ! " said they, " that J 
~ dare not do, for there is a much worse man on I 
left, Makkabha, king of the Wanketz ; he is n 
watching us, and were we to sleep he would fall 
apon us, and murder crery one of us," 

Of the cause of their tremour they were igno- 
it, but it evidently arose from the same cause 
Cain's — the murders they had perpetrated. 
'lie these people remain at home, they seem 
to be affected with tremour ; but when, like 
they leave home, it seizes upon them. The 
ences of Joseph's brethren seem to have 
been troubled in the same way, when they came 
to Egypt for com, from remembering their cruelly 
to their brother, in first attempting to murder him, 
'ty casting him into a pit, and then selUng him (o 
(lave merchants. My Hottentots, none 
lUrderers, 'thougb \i\m4ieAa tX 
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miles beyond their homes, slept every night as 
sound aa wolves. 

I have met with an affecting instance of the 
misery of murderers in Prinele's Africun Sketches, 
lately pubhshed, extracted from a letter the author 
lately received from an enlightened Dutch-African 
larmer, in the colony of the Cape of Good Hope. 

" I was travelling," he says, '^ some httle time 
ago over the dreary wnstes near the northern 

frontier, in compEiny with ■ , field-comet of 

■ ■ I found uiia man very rational, candid, 
and liberal, until Dr P.'a name happened to be 
mentioned ; he immediately broke out into & atcain 
of angry invective. I allowed his indignation 
full scope to vent itself, knowing the subject of 
cruelty to the natives to be a sore point ; hut as 
soon as he became calm, 1 remarked to him, thu 
it must, nevertheless, be admitted that abominaUe 
crueltiea had been committed against the natiVM. 
'Who denies that!' rejoined be, — 'God forbid 
that I should deny we have much to answer for I " 

"'I still t^en shudder,' he continued, 'when 
I think of one of the first scenes of the kind which 
I was obliged to witness in my youth, when I 
commenced my burgher service. It was ujioit n 
commando, under Carl Krotz. 'We bud mr* 
prised and destroyed a considerable kraal of Bush- 
men. When the firing ceased, five women were 
still found living. The lives of tlieae, afier a long 
discussion, it was resolved to spare, because one 
former wanted a servant for this purpose, utd 
another for that. The unfortunate wretches wen 
ordered to inarch in bout of iIm commando : but 
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n found they impeded our progress, not 

■fceing al]Ie to proceed fast enough. They were 
'flierefore ordered to be shot. The scene which 
mfued often hnunls me up In (he present hour. 1 
"Tie helpless rictims, perceiving what was in- ■ 
mded, sprang to us, and clung so firmly to soms I 
^of the party, that it was for some time impossible f 
to shoot them without hazarding the lives of those 
they held fast. Four of them were at length 
de^iatched ; but the fifth could hy no means be 
torn from one of our comradeB, whom she had 
grasped in her agony ; and his entreaties to be 
allowed to take the woman homo were at last 
complied with. She went with her preserver, 
.served him long and faithfully, and, I beheve, 
" jd in the family. May God forgive the loud I' 
"This was said withmuch feeling; and a chill 
if horror held us both silent for some minutes. I 
n said, ' Dr P. never published any thing half 
3ad as this.' ' But what is the use of ripping 
poldsores?' was the rejoinder: ' This happened 
nien I was young, and I am now old and gray.'" 
I hare no doubt but similar feelings are expe- 
rienced by British raurdcters on our highways, in 
duels, &c., as well as by Afiican ones, though 
many of tliose ruffians, especially such as move 
'a the higher rants of society, would be ashamed 
acknowledge it. 1 remember a case in point 
I witnessed ; it was a young officer in the 
', who sailed in the same ship with me. On 
iccasiou he greatly alarmed all the cabin pas- 
engera, by jumping out of his bed about mid- 
" ■ inti, pointing fo the flooi-, Vc (aOieiS. wA 
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USING L'K TEMPER ED MORTAR. 



" There's the blood ! there's the blood!" While 
he did so, he was asleep, and quite oncomcioiu 
what he vrna about, We awoKe him, and got 
him again to bed. We found out the cause in 
the morning, — that ho had killed a brother officer 
in a duel, whiuh so disturbed hia rest, timt if :t 
bedstead had a poet, he always tied one of his 
legs to it nith his IwDdkerchief, to prevent his 
rising during tlie night. 



OF DAUBING WITH CSTEMPEBED HOBTAB. 

Because, even because they hnve tieduced mjr people, 
Baying,- Peaoe, and there woe nu peace; and one 
built up a wall, and, lo, others daubed it with nn- 
teiupered mortar : say unto them which daub it 
with untempered mortar, that it shall fall : there 
shall ho an overHowiug shower ; and ye, O ^t«at 

' hsulstones, shall Toll ; and it storm; wind shall rend 
it.— EzEE. xiii. lU, 11. 

la countries destitute of conl, bricks are aolv 
eitlicr sun-dried, or veiy slightly bamt with 
bushes and branches of trees, laid over thrm uiil 
set on fire. Such are ready to moulder if cspnaod 
to moisture, and etitirely to melt away if espoccd 
to hcav^ ruiu dashing against them. To prevent 
such a catostroplie, ull the houses in the Cupe 
colony are dauhed or pliistcrcd over with Htur 
mortar, made from grouud sca-slidls. Shotild 
only a small hole remain lunoticed in the iilaHer, 
n powerful rain will get into it, and firobttbly toon 
bo the destruction of the whole budding. Weil 
tffi 1 ivmcuibcr one deluge of nun (liitt tunicd ft 



MODE OF CARBVIMG CHILDREN. i-SM 

iicw touse of three floors absolutely into a mass 
of rubbish, nnd hrought down tlie gable of a parish 
church, besides injuring many other buUdinge. 



CaiLDBEN BORNB ON THBUt UOTHBRS SIDES. ■ 

tr thus saith the Lord, Behold, I will extend peaos ' 
to her like a river, and tJie glory of the GentileB 
like B. flowing- stream ; then ahail ye sack, ye ahall 
he borne upon her sides, and be dandled upon her 
knees. Ay one whom iaa motlier comforteth, so 
■will I comfort you ; and yo shall be comforted in 
Jerusalem.— Isaiah Ixvi. 12, 13. 

Here God proniiaed to send great prosperity to 
Eion (or his Church), when he slioiid treat her 
Bke an affectionate mother suckhng and carrying 
ber children on her sides. 

The native females of South Africa, when at 
liome, literally carry about their children on their 
"" le, putting one leg of the child behind, and the 
her before her, and resting on the upper part of 
e hip. The child clings to her side ; and from 
jfte prolongation of her breasts, the mother can 
Dnveniently suckle it, without moving it froi 
IB place. When I saw this done, it hwl alwaj 
k very affectionate appearance. When they tra- 
vel, or are fleeing from an enemy, they carry their 
(jiildren on their back, under their cloak, — their 
leads only being visible. The females in the 
South Sea Islands have the same custom. 

Whether that part of the passage has an allu- 
Uon to a similar practice existing among Jewish 
fBBialea, I know not ; but thia 1 Vno-n, 'iJo^X. <m. 
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12(5 DESTRrCTION OY LIONS. 

witnessing the African custom I thought of tlic 
aboTG test, which refers to a peaceful ant! pros- 
perous period, when God should act in the kiniU 
est manner towards his ransomed people. To 
me, when I saw it, it had the appearance of peace, 
Becuritj, and affection. 



LIONS RETOUIIINO A CARCASE, ASB DREAKIMS 



i 



Israel in a. ECBltered ebcep ; the lions bm 
him away : tirst the king of Assyria hath devnureil 
him ; and hist this Nelnichsdrezzar kinguf Baby- 

I Ion hath broken his bones. — Jem. 1. 17. 

This verse contaios the regular process of com- 
plete destruction by lions, Firet we hare llie 
terrifying of a flock of slieep by the roar of those 
animals, then their consequent flying hither and 
tbitber, — the wholi: of tbcra thus becoming an 
ea^y prey. They are neit dcToured, or the fleab 
of their carcases greedily ealen up. On being 
well s.-tdsGed with their repast, the lions walk 
lo tlieir lurking-places to digest the food they 
IiBve gorged ; others, mote rjrenous than thfiy, 
breiik in pieces and swallow tlie remaining bones, 
so that not a vestige shall be left behind. This 
seems to be the allualuii in the text. 

The interior nations of Africa Icure notiiing of 
an animal's carcase uneonsumed. When Umj 
come to bones, these ihey actually grind into 
powder, and use it as food, from nhieb thvy 



* THIHSTY LAND. 

thirsty Imid. — PsALxl 

All the Smiles that God employs must, I 
course, be the best and fittest that could be aeled 

This is a peculiarly happy one. Nothing 
ioi nature indicates greater longing for rain than 
p land that has not received a drop for 1 2 or 18 
nonths. Every thing that ever stood erect is 
int down like a person carrying a load of 90 
, sais ; every thing that was green is pale, languid, 
ind dying, — the tteea, once decked ivith lovely, 
ively, verdant leaves, have lost the greater part 
sfthem; such as remain are dangling hitherand 
diither, as if hanging by a hair, and ready to lose 
idr hold : the bed of every brook is dry, every 

Kfll is empty, the birds are languid and dumb, 
e beasts are lied to other lands : perhaps a 
igte ostrich or a zebra may be seen, but even 
ese are dissatisfied with their position, and 
abouring to get out of it. Though not a word 
' ' e thing that is seen, yet every 
bing has a voice in the estimation of a rational 
Dspoctor ; who would immediately say — Every 
' ; how lively a good 
bower would make every thing appear ! if they 
lave not rain soon, every thing must die ; even. 

s and wild mice must perish. Though the . 
J for water be not heard proceeding from the J 
uid, the cry is Seen written upon every things 1 
» that the beholder puts it down to W b. 'ilt ' 




UKLP tH A WILbEltNESS. 



land ; and it is cca'tainly most expressive of a 
languisliing soul thirsting for, or ardently desiring, 
renewed communications of grace from God. 



To walk in a nildemess of sand, in a hot cli- 
mate, is truly oppressive ; it overwhelms with 
fatigue. If one party be stronger than tho other, 
the weak will apply for help to the strong, if 
possible to get safely out of the wildemeas. He 
will oiler his arm to his ftuntbg friend, who will 
readily lean at least part of bis weight upon him. 
It is indeed an act of special friendship for die 
strong, in such cireurastances, to help his feeble 
and faiuting companion, 

Christ is a brother bom for this kind of iidver- 
sity, and many a weary traveller in this wilder- 
ness world is leaning their whole weight on the 
great Captdn of their salvation ; and, when snfelv 
landed on the heavenly shore, will look buck 
with unspeakable gratitude to nil tlic way ibdr 
Lord had led and supported them. They shnll 
praise him for i-vcr for helping them tlirougti, 
and brining them out of such a wilderness — ft 
journey they shall never retravel. 

I remember one of my lloltentols, of the name 
of Kejser, nearly lost his life from fatigue ftnd 
want of water, when searching for some strayed 
cattle in a desert. He felt as if fire had Men 
Jotted about the nuddlt: ot ^ W^ ■, ^ Ge»> 
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quently thrust liis head into the middle of a buBh, 
ta smell anj damp that might he there, while 
those who were with him dug up cold sand, and 

■ .applied it to his back, which they were obliged 
■-*^ continue doing from bush to bush, till they 

iched the Great Orange River, when wat«t 
n reviTed and restored him. 



INFLUENCE OF BJIO.U) BIYERS. 

hit there tbe glorious Lord will he unto ns a pla 
^ of broad rivers and streams ; wherein shall go 

galley with oarSj riejther shall gallant ship paaa 
' thereby. — ^Isaiau xxxiii. 21. 

Here God, in his conduct towards his people 
E Church, is likened unto broad rivers; refer- 
Big to the abundimt and rcfrcsluiig influence he 
onveys to them. 

In such a highly cultivated country as England, 

tnd where great drought is almost unknown, we 

nve not an opportunity to observe the fertilising 

jpfluence of a broad river ; but in South Africa, 

lirhere almost no hiunan means are employed for 

nproving the land, the benign influence of rivers 

_ h moat evident The Great, or Orange River, is 

' a remarkable instance of this. I travelled on its 

banks, at one time, for five or sis weeks ; when, 

for several hundred miles, I found both sides of 

it delightfully covered with trees of various kinds, 

'1 in healtli and vigour, and abundance of the 

ihest verdure ; but all the country beyond the 

h of its influence was complete dcBciV. 1L\«srj 



I 



tlung appeared Btruggliiig for mere existence ; so 
that we might be said to have had the wildemeas 
on one side, oiid a kind of paradise on the other. 

Broad rivers have another excellence whloh, 
perhaps, is hinted at in the text, — they can spare 
streams to lie led from them, to fertilise distMit 
parts, to which the influence, of the parent riyet 
docs not extend. In the African country of 
Egypt, the Nile is by such means rendered a more 
extensive blessing than otherwise it wouhl he. 

Some broad rirera, while they are a blessing 
to countries through which they pass, scattering 
their favours in all directions, yet they render the 
inhabitants near them more esposed to the pre- 
datory attacks of enemies, since they afibra an 
opening to galleys and gallant warlike ships to 
pass to them ; but the Orange River is so con- 
structed near to its entering ttie ocean, that ^ip« 
caimot ascend above a mile or two, in couseqneiice 
of rocks and nipids. 



I'UTUIIE GLORY OF THE cnnlSTlAK NOT API-ABBNT 



Ueloved, now are «e Ibe «ons of God, and li daii wc 
yet aiypear what we sball be ; but we know, tli*l 
wheu he bItoII appour, wc sWI lie like turn, for tn 
Hball see him as lie is. — I Jodh Jii. 3. 

On my return from Alrieii, I miide preaontt 
of soiue bulbous roots to dilfcrcnt friend*. Bjr 
looking ;it them, none of us could vunjeetttn 
nlmt kind of flowers thej shouid jjroduee. Xb^ 



vecie planted, and we had to wait; till thej sprang 
up and grew to perfection, before the colour, 
afaape, or emell of the flower could he ascertained. 
We had many conjectures, but none of them were 
correct. 

In the same way, it cannot be ascertained what 
believers shall be, till they have died and their 
bodies have been committed to the grave, and" 
lemmned there for a time, fixed hy the Lord, 
when they shall spring up at his coming, to ever- 
Jaating life, glory, and blessedness. Then, and 
^Uiot till then, sludl their glory be liilly known. 

HsoM< 
H Ma 



ISRAEL WTTHOtT GOOD V 



_lo Moses brought IetboI from tbe Red Sea, and they 
went out into the wildemess of Bhur ; and they 
went TBBEE DAYS in the wildemoss, and found no 
wATEB. And when they come to Marah, tbey 
could not dtiok of the waters of Marah, for they 
were bittee ; therefore the name of it was called 
Marah.— ExoD. iv. 22, 23. 

This was a most distressing situation for such. 

a multitude to be placed in. During these three 

days they must have exhausted all the water they 

had brought with them. Weary and faint they 

must have been, and their anaoyancc from the 

children, especially those with whom they could 

QOt reason, must have been great and painjul. 

. Ko doubt they were placed in such circumstances 

Ljbr the trial of their faith and trust in God. It 

#18 likewise good to bear the yoke in our youth, 

ler to encounter the greatest dtSvcu\.^e& m 'i^oa 



132 ISRAEL WITIlfiFT fiUOn WATER. 

earl^ part of any undertaking. I iiave repeatedly 
found it so. 

On leaving T.irerpool, in the gloomy month 
of NovemLer, for the Capo of Good Hope, so 

Seraeveringly was the wind contrary, that in n 
)rtn]ght we had not proceeded ISO miles on out 
voyage, during wltich time, according to our 
log-book, we Lad crossed the channel between 
England and Ireland sLsty times. But what was 
still more trying waa, that after having clcar^ 
the Irish Channel, and got into the open mo, 
with a fair wind, we were obliged to return to 
liverpool for a new main-mast, on discovering 
the other to be rotten to the heart, after being 
out seventeen days; hut this very occurrence 
gave a zest to the whole future voyage. 

At length the Israelites came m sight of the 
waters of Marah, a more cheering sight than 
mountains of gold or silver. All who saw or 
heard that water was at hand would rush towards 
it with intense interest ; hut what a dirainpoint- 
ment when the first tasters called out, " Tliat the 



hopes, which had lieen raised by the sight, perish- 
ed by the taste. Itehef now could oidy come 
Irnm one quarter, and lo that quarter Moset, the 
typical mediator, had recourse — a throne of giac«. 
Ood immediately answered him, by desiring him 
to cast part of a neighbouring tree into the water. 
On doing which the wafer liecnme sweet and fit 
for use, by the power of llira who gave Ihrcotn- 

inaodfnenr. Then all llie mumnunB^^^^Mi 

tmrcllers oeased. 



WILLOWS LOVE WATER. 



rhej shall Kpring up among tlie grass, as willows by 

the water courses. — Ibaiab xliv. 4. 

In many parts of South Africa, no trees are to 

I ie found but near rivers. The trees are of Tarious 

I tands; the most plentiful was the lovely mimosa; 

llnit wUIowa, when there were any, always stood 

■■|n front of the others, on the very margin of the 

nvater, which was truly a rirer of life to them. 

■Jdke those in Isaiah's days, they required much 

[TTater — they could not posper without it, there- 

« near it they were alone found ; — a loud call, 

B alent example, to Christians to live near the 

^rone of grace, word of grace, and ordinances of 

Race, if they wish to grow in wisdom, knowledge I 

aith, and holiness. * 



no ItEAL RAIN-MAtvERS. 



1 



There are persons among the South African 
^nations who pretend to have power to hring rain 
pIb times of drought, and who are called rain- 
ikers. A nation seldom employs their own 
' er, but generally think those at a distance 
e more power to produce it than those at home. 
I A rmn-DUucer, from high up the country, once 
f 'iraTelled with my party for a feiv weeks. I 
l.uked him seriously, if he really \icVic'(ei ftwAVe, 



\3i SOWING BESIDE ALL WATERS. ^^H 

had powei; to bring rain v/hea he pleased ? His 
rcplj was, that "be could not say he had, bat 
he used means to bring it ;" sucb as rolling great 
stones down the aides of mountains, to draw down 
the clouds. A rain-maker nt Lattakoo who was 
unsuccessful, first said it was because he had not 
got sufficient presents of cattle. Af^r getting 
more, be was still unable to bring it. He then 
desired them first to bring to him a live baboon : 
hundreds tried, but could not catch one. lie 
nest demanded a live owl, but they Gould not 
find one. No ntin coming, they called him rogoe, 
impo«toT, &c., and ordered him away. 

BOWTNG BESIDE ALL WATBBS. 



ISAXAH xxxit. 20. 

The emigrants that went from England, sonw 
years ago, to the colony of the Cape of Oood 
Hope, were chiefly located in a distnct called 
Albany, on the confines of Caffraria. Many of 
them were ruined by not literally attending to 
the contents of this text. Tlicy were not auffi- 
cienlly aware of the indispensable necessity of 
water, or at least moisture undei^ound, to ren- 
der fields at all productive in a hot and dry 
climate. They ploughed land, and dug a deep 
ditch round each field, as they were accustomM 
to do in England ; with the mould dug liom it 
they fonned a mud wall, which mode oil look 
m^ pretty and faimet-Vikc. 
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^K Dutch boors from a distnuce came to see what ^^H 
Kftey were about. They told tbem iheir fields ^^^| 
^prere too far from the river; that unless tbey ^^H 
eoold lead water upon ihem, they must not ex- ^^^ 
pect to have any JiarveBt, Looking at the neat 
ditch that surrounded the field, they inquired 
what this was for ? For defence, was the reply. 
" Yes," said the boors, " it will defend your field 
irom receiving any moisture from the surrounding 
ground;" and, shaking their heads, said, "That 
is a bad defence." 

From the high ideas they had of their own supe- 
rior knowledge of agriculture, they only smiled 
at the remarks made by the African farmers. 

The rainy season came, when the grain sprang 
up, and made rapid progress whUe that season 
lasted ; but lo, the sun returned from its north- 
em drcuit, dispelled the clouds, and darted forth 
ita unimpeded fiery rays, which soon caused the 
Buriace of tlie ground to become as hard as a brick, 
ecHuequently the grain withered and died, and 
cleanness of teeth, for want of bread, was in all 
Quai hamlets for that season! But bad there 
beea plenty of water to lead orer their fields, the 
crops would probably hare been most abundant. 
The expresBiou, " sending forth the feet of the ox 
and the asB," seems to refer to the practice said 
still to prevail in the East, where these animals 
are employed to tread the thin mud when satu- 
_^,jated with water, to fit it for receiving the seed. 
Should there be a river there, a fountain here, 
a pool elsewhere, it is far wiser to hare the 
is aear, duui at a distance &OTa au^ Oii'&iEH^ 




13G CEKTAIN DEfiTRl'CTlON TO 

Sometimes God gives peculiarly happy spiri- 
tual seasons to countries, or districts in couiitries, 
causing the river of life ubundaDtly to flow, and 
streams from it extensively to spread its iuflumce; 
then the ^ise hushandman will hasten to scatter 
his seed, in cities, towns, villuges, hamlets, ami 
among individual families, in iixpectation of u 
rich harvest, from the wi^U entering of the garden 
of plants. 



DESTRCCTIOK TO BABYLO.V. 

For, to, I will raise, and cause to come up against 
Babylon au assembly of great nalious froul the 
north, country ; and they shall set tbemselVRi In 
array a^inst her : &om thence alie shall be taliem't 
their arrows shall be as of a niiehty exi>ert man ; 
non^ ihtdl iWiirn iH ruin. — Jea. 1. n. 

Babylon had long been employed as a scouive 
to other nations, now she was to be signally 
punished herself. Ilcr scourge was to come from 
the north, \-iz., the Medes and Persians, who were 
to the north of Chaldca. Of the arrows shot by 
then], none thall return tn vain, or without ful' 
filling the purpose for which it was designed. 

The interior African nations fight with asengais. 
or long spears, and with bows and arrows. The 
former they never throw unless when thpy think 
they are sure of hitting their object, and ulso of 
recovering their spear. Tliere was a man living 
At Jjaltiikoo, who bail once been a slave in the 
eohajr, irom whence \ik \uA ^traa^M. «l «ra« 
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musket- bullet, which he valaed above its weight 
of gold. He had killed a uuraber of animalB 
with it. While he (rJivelled with me I aaw him 
ahoot two or three with the same bullet, which 
he always recoTered from the body of the animal. 
The first be shot, I remember, was a knoo, about 
the size of a small horse ; which was no sooner 
cut open than he began to search for his bullet, 
which he soon found. Thus it had never returned 
to him i» vain; it had always accomplished his 
object in firing it off. Perhaps this may also 
explwn Isa. Iv. 11: "So shall my word be that 
goeth forth out of my mouth ; it shall not return 
URto me void, but it shall accomplish that which 
I please, and it shall prosper in the thing where- 
to I sent it." This mucli accotils with Psalm 
xIt. 5 : " Thine arrows," the arrows of conviction 
Bent by the Messiah by his word, " are sharp in 
the heart of the king's enemies." 



^Plohb 



God is represontcd as saying to Nebuchadnczziir, Iiis 
scourge to various nations, — Arise ye, go up to 
Ke<)tu-, and spoil the men of the east. Their tents 
Ahd their Jlockf JuMtiri/lalanmay. — Jeb.xI1x.28, 29. 

It is very difficult for a manufacturing or com- 
mercial people fully to conceive the greatness of 
such a catastrophe as this to a pastoral people, to 
be deprived of their flocks. Such might justly 
ea^, ia the langiuige of ftlicab, " Y t; Wst^ \.m&u£&. 
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away my flocks, and what have I more ?" De- 
|iiive an Airiam nation of their cattle, and Ihey 
must rob othere, or perish. All the grain they 
raise would be consumed in a month ; on the 
luilk of their cows is their chief dependence : 
some wild roots ought prolong their iniseraLIe 
liTes for a few days. 

A nation ki remote from Lattakoo had been 
robbed of their catUe by a people who lived be- 
yond them, In desperation they marched wmth, 
attacking nation afternat ion to obtain their cattle; 
thereby eproading misery over a vast extent of 
country. To a people dwelling in tents, the 
judgment would deprive them of a home and all 
raeauB of support. 






t, and my Gud is tli« 
.civ. 22. 

Table-Mountain, which stands immediately 
behind Capetown, seems to be composed of one 
solid mass of rock, 4000 feet high, and 12 miles 
in eireumfrrence at the base, and a perpend iculau 
I'liflT, hundreds of feet high, all round, which u 
only accessible at two or three points. To thia 
mountain or rock, many slaves, tired of bondocnt 
and from a natural lore of liberty, have II«d lor 
refuge from their taskmastets, thoueh it !>« in 
sight of thdr master's dwellbc, nay, (umtwt haoga 
over it. There they dwclT in perfect mfetj, 
baffling all attempts lo recapture them. Tlirf 
£vqueatljf dete^tA bom U ia thft ui^^hb-iuu to 
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^nilfer what they can for their atipport, or to receive ^^M 
^Kiipplies from their black brethren, ^^| 

^r Such a state must be very distressing, truly ^^M 
imcoinfortaHe ; so that when the iatelHgence ^^ 
reached the Cape, tliat slavery had been abolished 
by British philanthropy, the inhabitants of that 
lock had good reason to sing, yea to shout from 
^KjBie top of that mountain. ^^M 

^H SETTING HIS NEST ON HIGH. ^^M 

^^nToe to him that coveteth aa evil covetousness to his ^^H 

^^r house, that he may set his nest on high, that he m^ ^^H 

^H Iw delivered from the power of evil. — Hab. ii. 9. ^^H 

^V Instinct teaches hirds to place their nests, where ^^1 
ttieir eggs, and afterwards their young, shall be 
most beyond the reach of depredators. Thus the 
eagles build on the uppeimost brunches of the 
lotoeet trees, or on projections from inaccessible 
clifis, — others suspend their nests by a cord 
festened to the extreme end of the most project- 
iiu branches of trees, to he safe from the inroads 
ofserpents, — others unite as a colony to form a 
huge nest, about the size of a nine gallon cask, of 
Buch thickness and strength as to be impregnable 
to tlieir common enemies ; and the gates or holes 
leading to their different apartments, for security 
they place in the bottom of the nest, to render it 
inaccessible to serpents, and more difficult to birds 
of prey. 

Many, like the king of Babylon, by nefarious 
facfices, by the accumulation of wealth, and the 
ming poiverful fiimily connectioiift, m\^VA, W 



UO A TR£E LIES WHERE IT FALLS. 

uiming at secvtxing tbcmselves in the unlimited 
enjoyment of their earthly comforts, viewing their 
wealth as their strong city. — Prov. x. 15. Pro- 
vidence can easily hring them down, as he bbtb 
to the king of Kdom, by Obadiah (rerse 4) : 
" Though thou esalt thyself as the eagle, and 
though thou set thy nest among the stare, thenn 
will I hring thee down, saith the Lord."" 

WHERE THE TREE FALLETH, THESE tl 

If the tree fcdleth to the south, or toward the nort^ 
in the place where the tree foUeth tliere it sball bo. 
— EccLEs. xi. 3. 

Passing across a wood or forest in Africa, I 
passed some of the lolliest trees I hod before seen, 
and all composed of the hardest timber, indeed 
many of them were the iron tree. Their circum- 
ference was very great. Several near me had 
been broken by uie stump, and fallen to the 
groimd, OS 1 conjectured, two or three centuries 
a^. There they continued to lie, and will lie, 
tUl they gradually crumble into dust, which, £ram 
their sulid consistence, may be several more c«u- 
luries to come. On viewing them, 1 could iiot 
but recoUect the above test, which reminds me of 
a late noble and pious lady, who, iu her roui^ec 
years, was walkmg alone in her own oomauu 
during a gaJe of wind, when she observed a Iaig« 
tree so simkcn that her attention was attracted to 
it ; and, while looking, down it came with a OmIi 



KIVEIIS MADE A 



Ethe ground. Wiile there it lay, perfectly still, 
5 above passage waa impressively brought to 
r recollection ; and thia circumstance, she after- 
wards acknowledged, was the first thing that led 
her to Met an interest in the salvation of God 
while time continued; fbrif she died, she thought, 
uninterested therein, she should remain, like the 

(tree, in the same state through eternity. 
RIVEBS MADE A WTLDEHNESS. ' 

Behold, at mj rebuke, I make the rivers a wilder' 
neas ; their Esh stiukcth, because there is no water, 
. and dietlL for thirst.— Is akii 1. 2. 
The Krooman (or Koorooman) river, in Africa, 
which is a considerable stream, used to mn in an 
oblique direction across the great southern Zahara 
desert, till it emptied itself into the Great Orange 
lUver. Now it einlcs out of sight into the sand 
almost immediately on entering the desert, only 
a few railea after the junction of the Jlacklareen 
rivet vrilh its waters. As a proof that it had once 
ran in the desert, I travelled ten or fifteen miles 
on its hard dry channel, along which it had run 
after entering the deser^ having a steep bank on 
both sides, beyond which there was nothing but 
deep sand. The aged natives toid me that in their 
young days there was a considerable river in that 
channel, and sometimes rose so high that it could 
not he crossed for a long time. They first blamed 
Ltte Itfatslaroo people for drying it up by means 
|rf witchcraft, but ufterwarils acknowledged it ' 
Aiwit have been done by the Ikand ai 0(A> 



i*2 THE MOI-NTAIKS ON FIRE. 

On its ceasing to nm, till the fish it contuned 
moat have died for thirst, or want of water, as 
stated in the test ; and the bed and banks baTe 
become a wildemeaa, as I found them on our way 
to Turreebey. Tlius rivers nm while God per- 
mits them, bnt they will dry up at his rebuke, 
when it plcaseth him. 



IVees in very dry and sultry weather hare been 
set on fire by friction, or two trees shaken by the 
wind, rubbing against each other, bare taken firs, 
wbiuh has consumed whole forests. The flame 
of a candle or taper put to the grass or bushes on 
a mountain, in the winter season, when all in 
AlHca is dry, will soon make the mountain ap- 
pear to be on £re ; and, to a stranger to such 
sights, has, in the night-time, a maj^uificent ap- 
pearance, In the day-time it appears like K 
smoking voluano. 

nABITS UF FEROCIOUS ASUtALa. 

Tliou niakmt dorknoBs, and it is njgfat ; wherein ^ 
tlie beaats of the forest do crcej. forth. Tbe young 
lioofi.roar after their prey, and tieek their neat fiwii 
God. The Bun orisetJi, they gslber (honitttlvca 
tDgelher, and lay them down iu their dens.— Psalm 
W'. 20-22. 
Tlua i imtftipu 1^ tittc ukd briat bistoiv of Uu 



I H.VBIXa OP FEBflClOpa AJIMiLS. 

babita of ferocious animals. They do not love 
the light, which disposes them to court retirement 
during the day, as if unwilling to hinder the law- 
fill DccupationB of men. But no sooner is the 
cuztaiu of darkness spread overtlie heavens than 
&ey shake off their torpor, and move from their 
secrecy on the mountains or in thickets, and prowl 
about in search of prey. If very hungry, the lions 
roar, — a sound in the wilderness ivhich pierces 
the heart of man and heast. Eyery time my 
waggon-oxen heard the liona roar they became 
qail« unmanageable, furiously dragging the wag- 
gons over stones and through hushes, or whatever 
came in their way. "Whether his roar assists or 
iders, upon the whole, his obtaining prey, I 
w not, though sometimes I am persuaded it 
Its, by scattering flocks of animals through 
r terror, some of whom may heedlessly run 
to him, instead of from him. No sooner, how- 
ever, does the sun make his appearance in the 
east than all hasten back to their dens and covers. 
Ucentious characters act in a similar way; 
they seize the darkness as the best time for pro- 
secnting their ivickedness. And many of our 
&shionahlcs follow the example of those savage 
animals, in slumbering away the day, hut beii^ 
and full of spirit during the night. 



A WAT IN THE WILDERNESS. 
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From Lattakoo to Kurreecluuie,'«liMAiiBiiKMS. 



144 A WAY IS THE WILDERNIiSS. ^H 

SOU miles, might, when I travelled it, be jiwtl 
called a wilderness, for there was uot a sing 
mile of any visiitle giatli or road. The ruts mac 
by the wlieela of my waggons on going up tl 
cotintrj, were bo Tisihle, that on retuming, I irt 
delighted to find natives travelling with loadf 
oxen along those ruts ; and as other natives wonl 
niobabty do the same, it would Boon become 
beaten visible highway, which most likely ws 
the manner of the formation of all original road 
A visible rond in a wildemess saves muc 
trouble and anxiety to travellers, even when tbt 
Iiave travelled over the some ground before. I 
general they must be guided by landmarks, anc 
as hills, clumps of trees, fords, &c. ; but in plain 
or acrc«s forests, where no hills can be seen, the 
must often be puzzled what course to follow. Bi 
where there is a visible path, however bad, tn 
Tellers are relieved from all this trouble, anxiet; 
and uncertainty, as if they ironstantly heard 
voice behind them, saying, " This is the way, wal 

In a heathen land the inhabitants are ignorai 
of the way to true happiness, either here or her 
after ; but when Gospel light enlcn, publtsltiii 
what the Son of Ood has done and Buffered fi 
sinners, then a highway may be said to be in tbi 
land, which, by the blessing of God, will gteatl 
increase the comfort of the population. 



nEBCniPTIOFJ OF BABVLOIi S DESTBUCnoN. 

The MS is coino up uiion Dabjrton ; sho ii mvcv 



[ION OF BABYLON a riESTRUCTlON. 1 

with the multitude of tlio wavM thereof. Her t-ities 
ate a desoUtion, a, dry land, a land wherein no mao 
dwelleth, neither doth any boh of inau pass thereby. 
— Jee. U. 42, 43. 

The cup of Babylon's iniquity was now full, 
Bid JehoToh ivas ready to pour out tlie rials of 
fiuB wrath upon her. Erery thing was ready at 
his nod, to be the executioners of his Tengeance. 
^e Bea was to be hia chief inatrument on this 
occanon, and would effectually accomplish his 
isure. It was to come up with irresistible 
« and fury, covering the city with its waters, 
A OTcrtuming its strong and stately buildings, 
J the dashing of its ponderous and powerful 
raves ; carrying also away all its lovely gardens, 
rich orchards, towering and ancient trees ; sweep- 
ing away the fine soil of its fertile farms, and 
leaving the whole land covered with a deep sur- 
fece M sand, rendering it a proper wilderness, 
uninhabited by man or beast. 

We can conceive of various methods by which 
God could lock up the finest land, preventing 
lie possibility of it^ producing any thing bene- 
fidal to man, such as by causing volcanic erup- 
tions to cover the vineyards, fields, and even the 
dties, with ashes, cinders, or lava, so that all 
should be blotted out, and nothing be seen but 
nniversal gloom and desolation. Likewise, by 
the mouldering of sandstone mountains, and the 
particles composing them, carried by ivinds or 
rains to the low ground, the country would be 
changed into a desert of sand, which process 
Beems to he the origin of all the ieaert^ oa 'fiaft 



14fi UEltBS AND TREES S.MITTE 

fveatem coast of Airics. Tlie same thing miglit 
be effected by the wind blowing up the sand from 
the beach of tlie sea, over the contiguoai land, 
which would render the ground »a completely 
useless as by any of the other methods. Alao by 
inundations of the sea over tlie dry hind, osmen- 
tioiied in the text. Constant drought, or constaot 
wet, would be equaUy destructive of all useful 
vegetation ; or annual visitations by armies of 
locusts, &c. ; BO that God has n 
his quiver, by any of which be 
his will. 






BEBDS AND TREES SMITTE1 

> field, and bral« 

ij. 25. 

The hail sometimes falls so large and heavy in 
South Africa as to kill even the ostrich. I re- 
member crossing a wood of mimosa trees, fthich 
were evergreens, and was surprised to find ail the 
trees stript of their leaves, miiny of the lironches 
broken off and strewed over the ground, uhI M 
the grass completely trodden down. There were 
no natives of whom we could inquire the ouue, 
but learned afterwards that a single showct of 
hail produced the desolation. 



t will tmite thy bo« out nf tliy left luuii), nnd will 
cause tfiine arrows to full uut of tlij^ right bmd. 
Thou sbalt fall upon tU« ui(niiA»m& tit\i~ ' 



GOO GIVEN TO BAVUNOUa BIBDS. 14?3 

and All thy bauds, and the people tbat is ivith tHee : 
I will give thee unto the ravenous birds of every 
sort, and to the beaaU of the field to be devoured. 
Thou shiUt fall npou the open field ; fur I hare 
spokeu it, saith the Lord God. — Ezee. xxxix.3-5. 

The armies of Gog were to attack the Church 
if God ; but God had promised that no weapon 
(mned agamst her should prosper. Accordingly, 
jfrhen their army should come to the field of battle, 
"the mountains of Israel," and held the 
Q their Icfl band, and with their right were 
placing their arrows on the bow-string, the custom 
of all who use those weapons except left-handed 
persons ; while in the act of preparing to destroy, 
they should be seiiied with such a panic and 
rmbling, that bows and arrowa should fall to 
9 ground, as if sniitten out of their hands. 
Jeing thos disarmed, a terrible slaughter of them 
bould take place, being unable to make any 
esistance ; then they should become a feast to 
nveaous birds and devouring beasts, which should 
"bon discover tbeii carcases. 

It is wonderful to observe the distance from 
'which ravens, Sec, can smelt a dead carcase in 
Africa, and firom what a height in the air they 
£an distinguish it, though lying among bushes ; 
ibr Buch IS their height where they are seen 
hovering directly above a dead animal, that they 
appeared to me not larger than sparrows. The 
first thing that a wild Bushman does on awaken- 
" " ^ " 1 the morning, is — not to look up to the 
VGod of heaven for the bread of life — bat to look 
~m and survey the heavens, to discoyCT i.f asv-j 




lis SEARCHiNG FOR WATEH 4ND G 



raTens are hovering over any partimilar spot. 
If any are seen, the sight is a jojfal one, for he 
is certain to find food : he hastens to the spot 
immediately underneath the ravens, where he at 
least finds part of a. bufialo, antelope, wUd ass, 
or some other animal that has been killed during 
the night by the lion, tiger, or wolf. He ohtains 
fire by rubbing two pieces of stick together, com- 
mences cooking, and enjoj-a a feast on what the 
lion has left. 

So the scent of the slaughtered Gogites would 
attract ravenous birds and beastB to a great dis- 
tance from all the regions arounii. 

A KING SEAKcniNG FOR WATER AND ORABS. 

Anil Aiisli [tlio kjngl said to Obadiah, Go into tlia 
Iftnd, iinto nil fountains of water, and unto »U 
brooks ; peradveoture we may fijjd grass ti> save 
the bones and niulea ntive, that we lose not all the 
beasts. So they divided the land belwecu Ihem, 
to puMs througliuut it. Abah went ono w^r by 
binievlf, and Ubodiah went anuthi-r way by nlm* 
Betf.-^l Kmnsxviii. 8, B. 

Brooks were generally' the most likely placM to 
find grass in a time of drought, though fur from 
being places where they might be certain of t 
eecding ; for in such seasons, herbaceous n: ' 
generally stop near fountains of water, and fttd 
in the vicinity, till all the grass be conraiord- 
Thus trafullers are often greatly ditappotnlvd, 
who natuniUy expect to find grass where ttey find 
wnler; but on renching the spot they fitid thai 
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I COMiyC UP LIKE A LIO.N. 149 1 

the game has consumed every blade of grass. 
However, ae the cattle could not graze long where 
there waa no water, it was the wisest method 
Ahab could pursue. 
m The circumstance shows the simplicity of an- 
■ '<9ent maimers, that a king and one of his prin- 
r apal governors should go at the head of sncn ex- 
peditiona. It is the same in AiHca at this pre- 
Bent time ; for no king there, nor any of his prin- 
cipal chiefe, would think they were at all leaaen- 
ing their dignity by engaging in an expedition 
either in search of water or grass. Indeed, it 
would be viewed by the people as one of the most 
important affairs in which their rulers could be 
eiig(iD;ed, and, did they succeed, few things would 

I be lively to render them more popular. 



COMING HP LIKE A IIO.V, " 

■ Sehold lie shall ooue up tike a lion from the ewelUog 
of Jordan against the habitation of the rtrong'. — 
Jer. 3tlix. 19. 



This refers to Nebuchadnezzar's coming with 

iercenesa ond fury to attack the Edomites. 

Jordan, like the Nile and many other African 

P ' rivers, during or after the rainy season, oxerflowed 

its banks and inundated the level lands in the 

vicinity. This would greatly annoy those lions 

whose dens were near the river, and force them to 

remove up the country. Full of r^e at being de- 

I prived of their ordinary haunts, and some of them 

I rendered still more furious in consequence of hav- 

fing been bereaved of their whelpa, they would 

N 2 



PBE»ATOKV KXPEDITIONS. 



break through ihc atrotigeat fences, and 
pieces every oppowr. 



1 



PREDATORY 



Nebnchadnezzar, king of Babylon, being freqnently 
employed by God to chastise the natiutiB for th«r 
crimes, was directed to attack the inliabititnta of 
Uazor in the following wordH :— " Arise, grt ymt 
up unto the wealthy nution that dwellelh willioQt 
care, saifh the I^rd, which have neither gates nor 
bars, which dwell Hloae. And their cuiuela aball 
lie a booty, and the multitude of their cattle » 
Kpoil." — Jer. sUk. 31, 32. 

This exactly answers the ilesuription I rci'eirecl 
at LattalcoD of a remote nation, called Mompoor, 
a^rainst whom a numerous expedition went to 
rapture their cattle, for the very reasons men- 
tioned above. They said they were a quiet, uii- 
Buspccting people, which appears to have lie«n 
Nebuchadnezzar's inducement to attack tlie Ru- 
Korites, persuaded he would make an easy con* 
quest of them. 

From tlie relation which the commander of tbr 
Africun expedition gave me of the Mampoors, ti 
appears that they live on the western coast of 
Atrlca, and near the aea, — n sight which none of 
the jHirty hiid ever seen hcfore, — a sight which 
both asloiiiBhed and alarmed them; for on mcb- 
ing the summit of a hill, ho suid, they saw Mam* 
poor, and a great water, across which they could 
see no land, and in wliich they saw a great mnoy 
0U11S, and saw the sun set in it. At length they 



intured to approach the sidG of this great water, 
Bbut it appeared angry at tbeiii, for it rose up e 
' lently 



^rrentu 

^no high, and chased them a«-ay, — evidently re- 
^* ferring to its waves. They also saw people go on 
the water in bowls or dishes, by which they no 
doubt meant boats; and had pieces of timber 
which they put into the water and pushed them- 
selves forward, referring to tlieir oara. 

After relating this — to hira — wonderfiil tale, 
with as grciit coolness and indifference as any 
European marshal could, he said, " We murdered 
a great many of the people, and carried off their 
cattle, which, after a journey of five moons, we 
brought to Lattakoo." 



aftei 



BREAD CAST rPOS THE V 

, for thou Blialt liiid it j 



Perhaps the word rendered brtacl here, pro- 
perly means hread-com. The mode of expression 
here quite corresponds with the method of sowing 

»rice in some fields. The ground is covered with 
vater, and the rice scattered upon its surface ; 
Men the wafer sinks into the earth, the rice is 
left sticking in the mud, irom whence it soon 
springs up, and produces gencTdllj a plentiful 

Charity rightly bestowed may appear to some 

as money lost or thrown away ; but God will not 

Fforget it when done in faith, and benefit shall 

Ekccrue from it by-aud-by. His people can trust 

Ifiim for that. 



COMPELLED TO WANBER. 



COMPELLEP TO WAMDER BY WANDFJteBS. 

Therefore beliold the days camo, s&ilh LLe Lord, Ibat 
I will Bend uuto Mm wanderora, that shnll cause 
him to wander, and aliall empty his vessels, and 
break their botUos,— Je8. xlviii. 12. 

The Moabites, by wanderers were compelled to 
wander. 

A nation far in the interior of the African con- 
tinent, fonnetlj mentioned, had been attacked b^ 
a nation beyond them, nlio captured all t&eir 
cuttle, which deprived them of their chief means 
of subsistence, and this obliged them to become 
wanderers. On thus being reduced to a state of 
desperation, they directed their course south, at- 
tacking nation after nation, robbing them of thdr 
cattle, scattering and obliging them to become 
wanderers also. The originsu wanderers fought 
desperately, seeing to them it was— capture cattle 
or starve, conquer or die. Thus they proceeded, 
making wanderers of nation afler nation, tilt they 
reached a land of muskets, when their progreaa 
was stopped, and they were compelled to wander 
in some other directions. In this way the origins! 
wanderers made many others to wander. 

MOCnsIMO LIKE D0VE8 LV THE TALLSYS. 

But they that etcnp« of Ihem slmll rscnpe, and ■lull 

be ou Iho inoiintaiiis like iluvra of tli(> i'&lley>i ^ 

of Ihoiii mouniuig, every onr for hi> iaiquity. — 

1£ZEK. Vii. 18. 

The •ius of Israel httd now accumulated to a 
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UOUttNlNG LIKE DOVES IN TUE VALLEYS. 153 I 

dreadful degree, — their cup was full, — God's pa- 
tience was worn out, and he was come out of his 
place to take signal vengeance. Famine and pes* 
tilence were n^ng in their city, merciless troops 
were slaying in the fields such as attempted to 
escape the desolations ivithin the walls. Finding 
that their destroyers would not be induced by 
money to let them escape, they are represented as 
casting away their silver and gold as useless en- 
cumhiances. Such as succeeded in escaping, atler 
many perils, to the nearest mountains, are there 
in a most painful plight, — their hands so ener- 
vated that they cannot even hold their weapons 
(^ defence, itir less use them, and their knees so 
oifeebled that they cannot flee a step farther from 
ttieii ruthless enemies. Their minds are dia- 
ttacted with horror and despair ; their guilt pre- 
■euts itself before them as the cause of tneir woe ; 
lihey lie down under the lashes of a condemning 
inscience, and vociferate the loudest lamenta- 
,tioD, without intermission, like the turtle-duve in 
* e valleys. 
This is a most strikingly apt simile to all who 
'liave heard the sound made by the turtle-dove. 
{In the woods of Africa I have often listened to 
&e sound of the turtle-dove's apparent mourning 
Bad lamentations, uttered incessantly for hours to- 
gether, — indeed without a moment's intermisNon. 
In a calm, still morning, when every thing in the 
wilderness is at rest, no sound can be more plain- 
|tive,pitifii),aud melancholy. It would cause gloom 
^o arise in the most sprightly mind, — it rivets the 
to it, — the attention is irre^etlbly anested. 




AY TO ZIOf. 



ASKINGTHEWAYTOZION WlTHFiOESTOWiEDSIT, 

They shall ask tlio way to Zioa wiili their fncea 
tlutlierward, snying. Come, let us join onraetree to 
the Lord in a pcrpetuBl covenotit, that shall aai he 
forgtrtten^jEB. 1. 5, 

This refers to the return of tlie Jens to Jem- 
salem from the Babjlonisk captivity. As tluC 
captivity had lasted seventy years, the oldest men 
that retttmed must have been children when 
carried from Jerusalem to Dabylon, consequontly 
could not be acquainted mth the way back ; 
hence the whole company were in tbe ciraunt- 
stances of a traveller exploring a country he hod 
never before seen. Being desirous to reach the 
metropolis of the country, the traveller would not 
meet a native, nor pass a village, without inqait^ 
ing the best way to thur city ; be would lie oure- 
ful to travel in strict conformity to the infonnatitni 
received, with their faces thitherward, or in th« 
direction in which it lay. 

It is delightful to observe the stale of mtod 
which those returning captives should discover; 
tliey would not ask tbe way lo Jcrusulera, but 
to the ancred spot on which the temple had stood, 
which had contained the symbols of ilie Divine 
presence, and to wbicJi spot they und all thdt 
countrymen were to direct their prayers from «ny 

fort of tbe world in whieli ihey miuht be placed. 
f those of whom they inquired had never hoard 
of Zion, which probably would be the cos«. no 
doabt thej would nc^t ini\uitc for the wa]r to Jctu- 



salem ; knowing, tliat if they found their waj to 
the oue they would soon find their way to the 

When they first came in sight of the ranch 
longed-for city, what must have heen their feel- 
ings ! bow must they have feasted their ejea in 
Tiewing, reviewing, and re-reviewing the wonder- 
fiil Bpot ! This brings to my recollection the 
interest with which I beheld the first African 
d^ I bad ever Been, after travellinp; near a thou- 
sand milea into the interior of that continent. 
Ht feelings on surveying it from a height on the 
nde of the valley which contained it, I cannot 
describe, — they were peculiar to the situation in 
which I stood. The circumstances, however, in 
which the Jews were placed were very different 
from mine, for they had Jerusalem before them, 
B raty that had long had a cotinpction with God ; 
which would render their feelings far more ex- 
ited than mine : the city I beheld never knew 
Qod, — never bad an altar for God heen raised in 
it, nor a single tree of righteousness, but it was a 
place where Satan reigned undisturbed. 

This part of the Jewish history is a fine repre- 
•entation of a sinner having left what John Bun- 
yan calls the city of Destruction, and anxiously 
inquiring the way to the heavenly Jerusalem. 
His joy on coming in sight of Calvary, and be- 
luldmg the Lamb of God, slain for the redemp- 
tion ofa lost world, especially when through grace 
he is enabled to include himself, must indeed 
be great. Should such an one leap for joy, who 
eoiud be suiprised.' 
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OF TREES PLANTED BY KIVERI 

Bleased U the man that trustctli in the Lord,1 
whoHB hope the Lord ia ; for he shall be n« a Im« 
planted by the wal*n), and that Gjireadetb out has 
roots by the river, and shall not see when heat 
cmneth, but her IcEif shall be green ; and xhoU not 
be careful in tbe year of drought, neither aludl 

, eeaae A'om yielding fruit." — Jek. xvU. 7, 8. 

The man who Uvea near the Lord inast hkre 
his mind's eyes mucli directed towards him, and 
hare his hope and trust in him. The caie of 
such resembles that of a tree groiring oa the 
margin of a river, whose waters fail not. The 
iratar will naturaily eoftea the soil in its imme- 
diate vicinity, so that the roots shall easily make 
their way through it in all directions ; while nl 
a distance from the river, under a vertical gon, 
tbe ground being hardened to the consistenco of 
a bnck, no root can pierce it, except for a little 
while aboDt the close of the rainy season ; boico 
such trees are dry, stunted, and almost Iraflen. 
While the midsummer heat almost entirely atripa 
trees so placed of what leaves may remtun, H 
mokes no injurious impressions on those standing 
hy the river. Their leaves, even at midsunnKr, 
will be found as crcen, healthy, and glosar M 
ever; and from this they are represenled W 
caring neither for heat nor drought, for, from the 
river supplies, they would continue to yidd iheir 
accustomed fruit, at the appointed aeaaan. So 
will tie &ithfiil, watchful wtievci in Jeeut luug 



forth the fruits of righteousness, in health or sick- 
ness, prosperity or adversity, riches or poverty. 
TJnintemipted commuuiou ^vith Jesus feeits, 
■ istrengtheDS, and fructifiL's the bquI ; fits aud dis- 
BmoBea to every good word and work. 

^^■lisve removed the liounds of the people, and have 

^K robbed their treasures, and I have put du^v[l the 

^K. inhabitants, like a valiant man ; and my band hafh 

fbimd aa a nest the riches of tbe people ; and as 

one gatfaerelh eggs that are left, have 1 gathered 

all the eartb. — Isaub x. 13, 14. 

These are the sentimenla and hoaatings of Sen- 
nacherib, a proud Assyrian monarch, who viewed 
and treated cities just as ne in Africa viewed and 
treated ostrich neals when they fell in our way : 
we BMzed the eggs as if they had been our own, 
because we had found them, and because there 
was no power that could prevent us. So did 
Sennacherib seize and plunder cities tvith as little 
compunction as we seized the eggs of the absent 
ostrich ; never thinking of the misery fur life 
which he thereby brought on many peaceable 
imilieB, who bad done nothing to injure or oSeud 
_ iSoi. If war is to crist at aO, private property 
l^kottld always be treated by the contending par- 
s sacied and inviolable. 



Z MOTHING TO DO WITH THE WATERS OF SinOR. 

tkJuet^oa todoin the wayolEff^f^SA 4x«£& 



1 CO RAVACBS OF LOCUSTS. 

indeed, Yerse second speaks of it a* a non-such 
judgment of tlie kind. Those in Africa were the 
same in kind, though inferior in exl^nt. The 
people speak of them, when on the wing, in the 
Tery language of Joel, as clouds of locusts ; the 
multitude of which is so ^eat as to intercept the 
sun's lays from reaching ttie ground, the same u 
when black clouds cover the whole heaven. By 
this the sun and moon may be smd to be daric, 
and the stars to withdraw their shining, aa in 
vcrec tenth. 

They_ are said here to be great and strong ; not 
that it is difficult to kill them, but their miutitnde 
is so immense, that to attempt destroying them, 
would be looked upon to be as foolish as to see m 
man place a pump at the side of the Allnndc, in 
order to pump that ocean dry. Hence they ore 
as irresistible as an anny composed of millions of 
iron men, whose bodios were impenetrable to 
arrows, spears, or bullets. 

On their march nothing can prevent thvir pTO- 
gress. Were a ditch to be dug m front of them, 
having perpendicular sides, thousands after thou- 
sands would tumble headlong into it, until IiILmI 
to the brim ; over whose carcases those l>eliiiiil 
would march, as orcr a bridge, aiiil hrcdteMlf 
press forward, as if there had been no inounv- 
brance in their way, and the multJtudr lost in tbe 
ditch would nercr be missed.* 

* We find u literal Utunlruliun of tlicsu rmuftrka in 
n visitation of locusts wliicU occurred in AMat, afid 
inaioalionvd IB tbc Kxoilcnicnt for 1834. It is tno' 



Tliough the land they entered might be aa i 
richly covered, and beautified with every kind ot^ 1 

regetation,aaEden wae when presented to Adam' f 
by his God, yet when they had gone over it, * 

known agent of the Londan Missiooai'y Society al 
Cape, and is as follows :— 

"I never sawaueh an exhibition of the helpless 
of maji as I have Been to-day. While we were sitting 
at dinner, a pcrsuu came into the house qnite pale, 
and t*ild us that the locusta were coming. Every feca 
gathered dai'kneEs. I went to the door — I looked 
above, aud all urounil, and saw nathiug. * Look to 
the ground,' was the reply, when I asked where they 
were. I looked to the ground, and tSiere 1 saw a 
ttream of young locnsle withoot wings, covering the 
grontid at the entrance of the village. The atrcam 
was about five hundred feet broad, and covering the 
ground, and moving at the rate of two miles an 
£onr. In a few minutes tbey covered the garden 
wall, some inches deep, and the water was imme- 
diately let into the channel, into which it flows to 
water the garden. They swim with the greatest 
ease over standing water, but the stream carried them 
away, aud after floating in it about a hundred paces, 
they were drowned. All hands were now at work 
to keep them jrom the gardens, and to keep them 
from crossing the atreama. *" '"" ""'" """ — 



■nenon more nearly, I walked aBout a mile and a-half 
from the village, following tho courae of the stream. 
Here I fonud the stream extending a mile in breadtli, 
nad, like a thousand rivuletf, all flowing Into one 
common clinnnel. It appeared a£ if the dust mider 
my feet was fonnbg into life, and as if God, when 
he has a controversy with his people, could raise the 
very dnst of the earth on which they tread in arms 
a«unst tliem. Men can conquer the tig,in,^\vi &<:.• 
^an^ the lioD, and ail the wilA Wt8te<A'ChA&niieA\ 
^^^B o2 



1 fl2 RAVAORS UF LOCCBTS. 

left it behind, every eatable substance would be 
as completely remoTed from the surface as if 
burning lava had passed over it. Not one moreel 
would be left for man or beast ; it would be truly 
a naked land, and fi-ightliil to behold. 

It is justly said, that the people whose fields, 
gardens, and granaries they were approaching, 
would be in great pain, whose faces would not 
merely be pale from fright or fear, but blaolc 
through despair and horror, for no wall con be 
raised to such a height that they shall nut climb 
over, — no house so dosely shut up but tliejrahikll 
find an entrance. God alone can remove lhi» 
ftightful judgment, by raising a furious wind, and 
blowing them off the land into his mighty OCMUt, 
making it thdr watery grave. 

— he can tara the t^onrse of the mighty rivera, he cm 
dude the rioUnce of the tempest, and chain the wind 
to his c&r, — he can raise the waters into clouda, and 
hy the aicanB of steam, create a power that ia yei 
lieyoiid humaa measurement, — be can play with the 
lightnings of heaven, and arrest the thundon of 
lieuven i — but he is notlung before on army of locnMs* 
Such a eeene as I have seen this oftomoon would liD 
England with more consteniation than the leniSe 
chnbiik One of the people heri) informs uie. UmI b* 
hail seen & stream that continued ten days and lughu 
flowing upon his place. During that tiin^ ereiy 
person in the phkce was at work, to preserve bis g»r> 
rlcn ; as to the corn-fields, they were obliged to give 
Ihem up. They Gontinoed to the fifth day defending 
tiieir gardens ; on tbo evening of the fitUi day. the 
locuits werojjetween Gve and ten feet deep, and llw 
iniwis liy thiit time beoamc terrible, and lilernlly fell 
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_ Lnd tlie vliole land thereof is brimstone, luid salt, 
■ and burning, that it ia not aowa, nor bearctli, nor 
> any grass groweth therein, lilce the overthrow of 
F Sodom and Gomarrab, Admah and Zebuim, which 
L the Lord overthrew in his anger, and in hia wrath. 
— Deht. xiix. 23. 

' This contains a tlireatening of what God would 
1 the fine land into that once flowed with 
I honey, — that it should become brim- 
sfone, salt, and burning, or complete desolation. 

Many parts of the western side of South Africa 
appeared in a similar state of dry deaolation, 
especially those sides of the mountains exposed 
to the fiery heat of a northern sun, and where 
Ae ground was eo heated that no one could 
stand upon it, without constantly moving the feet 
to prevent their blistering. 

As Abimelech sowed or spread over with salt 
lie ground on which the city of Shechem stood, 
"b tender it barren and desolate (Judges is. 45), 
many extensive districts in that part of Afiica 
d not yield a hiade of grass, — vegetation being 
'y destroyed either by the copious misture 
, or the scorching rays of a nearly vertical 
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IC+ LIVING WATKR Fon THIS TIIIRSTV. 

in the desert may be jilaceil, no proclamation 
referring to temporal tilings, no intimation or 
invitation tliat can be uttered by human tongue, 
could (tfibrd such joy and such relief fi'om anxiety 
!i8 these worda hterally underslood. Look at the 
state of Ungar and her son in the ivildetnesB, 
when the sympathizing angel pointed them to a 
pool of water. They noulu require no rcaaouing 
to induce them to run to it. No ; Bagar, with 
sparkling eyes and smiling lips, would spring to 
her feet, — her faintness and f,itigw would be 
forgotten, — and she would feci nimble as the 
roe; and knowing the pool was public proper^, 
they would freely drink of its water, asking no 
questions. Indeed, they would think they w«n.' 
sufficiently warranted to partake of its contcnta, 
by the iuritation of the angel. And why will 
not men, with cc[U!il freedom, partake of the 
blessings of salvation, in compliance witli the 
invitotiou of the Holy Ghost ; even as in oar own 
country, when, at contested elections, open tables 
arc kept for the cntert^unment of toters, who, 
being invited, go and freely partake of what thry 
find on the table, persuaded that the candidate 
is perfectly able to pay the expense ? 

God bus abundantly provided for a hungry 
and thirsty world every thing necessary fur jus- 
tifying, sanctifying, and glorifying perishing men. 
His invitations are adi&essed to all, to cTery 
creature. Even to hesitate complying is on 
insult to the Inviter, for all need a justifyillg 
ri^bleousness, no ntoning sacrifice, an enlighten- 



ins and sancti^ng Spirit, anA an interceding 1 
High-Priest. ' 



1 of a country that J 
It strikingly bcarti I 
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DESCRIPTION o 

.ndlam comedown to deliver tliem out of the haiii)4 
of the Egyptians, and to briug them up out of thftb'! 
land, unto a good land and a large, unto a, laa<l J 
flowing with milk and honey Exou. i" ~ 

Here is a brief description of the country of 4 
^^Jlanaan : a good land — a large land — 
lowing ivith milk and honey. 

This is the shortest, most comprehensive, and '] 
I satisiactory descriptioi 

er was or can be given. 

e impress of inspiration. 

It ia a good land ; ( 
and healthy. 

A large land ; . of sufficient estent folly to 
■ocommooate the nation, having sufficient room 

r their cities, fields, and vineyards. But the 

luty and brevity of the description are most 

he admired in the last part of it, viz., a land 
wing with milk and honey. 

1 Flowing with milk, proved the soil to he rich, 
l&d producing rich, nutritious pasture, which 

■lone could render milk plentiiul; and so plenti- 
fnl, that the country, with propriety, might be 
jnid to flow with milk, 

Flomng with honey. This proved that it 

ras a lovely, or beautiful country, for hon^fl 

cannot be plentiful except where flowers arc very' f 



1G6 ZION S WILDERNESS MADE LIKE EDKN. 

Many puTts of tbe southern contment of 'Virirn 
may, with propriety, lie said to flow with honey, 
for it is found plastered to roeka, iuuund the 
trunks of trees, and deposited in bushes, as has 
been before mentioned. !n the flower season, 
the land seems to be covered with the loreliest 
carpets, shining in all the Tarieties of prismatic 
colooiB. The display is trec[uently ao admiiable, 
that the traveller is arrested to the spot, admiritig 
the scenery before him, and ready to say, " 
Lord j hovr wonderful are all thy works 1 iu gre&t 
wisdom and goodness hast thou made then all,' 
No part, however, of that continent flows with 
milk, tor the pasture being poor, the cattle give 
but an inconsiderable quantity- But Canaan 
vras intended to be a type of the heavenly fan- 
dise, wherejoro it contained every thing ne c ewary 
to the support, comfort, and gratification of itsiii> 
habitants ; and these^ repeatedly rebelling against 
the God who gave them that fine country, Uki 
Adam, they were dismherited, and driven ftut of 
• it, and scattered among the nations. Thuj kitlol 
the prophets that wnre sent unto tlicm. iinil aftn- 
wards, like the origbal inbabitunta of Cnnann, 
/fllfd up the cup qf't/mr iniijuUg^ by killing the 
Prince of life. 

ZKin's WILDEII-VES9 M41H', I.IKR BDBR 

The Lord slioU tonifort Zion : lio will comlS 
Iter waste pUc«t ; and lie will uinkt' her wildar 
like- Eden, and Uur ikiicrt like Ilie jtni.|i-u uf thg 
IjOfd ; joy and gWlncEa Khali bo Fnuud t}u<nilii, 
rlrftig. «»a the tww ot TOtoA^.^.\>fc.imt 



WILDERNESS MADE LIKE EDEN. 



And thaj shall Bay, Tliia laud that ivaa desolate, 
become like the garden of Edou. — Ezek.xkxvL. 
When God presented this part of the world 
called Eden, or pleasure, as an estate to Adam, 
H must have been worthy of the donor, Its 
beauty and fertility must have been pre-eminent, 
God bad made ample provision for effecting both, 
by appointing four rivers to run across it. It 
lies on the bonka of the Euphrates, a littie to the 
north of where it enters the Persian Gulf, after 
being joined by the Iliddekcl, or Tigris ; after 
irfaich it divides itself into two streams, the Fison 
and the Sihon. It is still considered the richest 
■oil, and the most pleasant part of the Turkish 
empire, were it property cultivated. In Ezck. 
xxxvi. 34, it was to be tilled, which would won- 
dofiilly alter its appearance, after lying as a waste. 
The Moravians got pennisaion from the Dutch 
Government, at the Cape of Good Hope, many 
yean a^o, to commence a mission to the Hotten- 
tot natives at Genadendal (or Grace- Vale), then 
called Bavian's or Baboon's Kloof. The land ■ 
conaisted of a valley, the head of which was en- 
dosed oi bounded by a close crescent of stnpen- 
dooB perpendicular mountain cliffs, from whence 
utmed a most copious river. From the opposition 
of the Dutch boors, while they were going on with 
improvements, they were obliged to relinquish 
it, after which it soon returned to its original 
state of desolation. After fifty years' snspen- 
rion of the mission, they returned and got a 
fresh grant of their former valley for a missionary 
"y their ipdufltTT> thefonngt&gwft» &gg- 
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1(!8 I-IlKV-EMUi.N OF INCRIiASC OF K'lLO UEASTS. 

has been conquered, aitd bow it may be wsai to 
hare become like ttc garden of Eden. Good 
houses bure been erected, extensive fields culti- 
vated, many gardens formed, and trees planted 
and reared ;' so lliat it is a lulniature example of 
what God promised the land of Israel saould 
become. 

FRETENTATITS TO THE INCBBASB OP WHO BRABK. 

And tbe J-ord God will put out those nations befon 
tlicc b; little and little ; thou mayest not coosutae 
them at once, test the beasts of the field increaw 
njion thee. — Deut. vii. 22. 

Ferocious animals in the vidni^ of town* 
being constantly molested by the inhitbtunts, 
their number is daily decreased, and the survi*- 
ors generally retire to legs frequented, or more 
thinly inhabited spots, where they can roam with- 
out interruption after their prey. So, in mercy 
to the Israelites, God was not to assist them to 
drive out all the Canaanites at once, in order 
that those who remaned might prevent the nn>l- 
tiplying of the wild animals, so as to render field 
labour and travelling dangerous, before the Imel- 
itesahoiJd be sufficiently numerous fully to occiqiy 
the whole country. 

In the case of ancient Babylon we ace the 
effects of depopalation, in reference to the mtilti- 
plication of wild bco-sls that succeeded. Im. xiiL 
21, 22: "WUd 1»-:ists of tlie desert sboU lie 
there ; and their houses shall be full of dolcM 
ciaUuxca; and owla thtt ^^wd^^3Bltt^i^. ^nditf 



shall dance there. Aad the wild beasts of the 
islands shall cry in tlieir desolate houses, and 
dragons in their pleasant palaces." In conse- 
quence of this, history infonuB us, that, for many 
ages, it was reckoned dangerous to approach the 
ruins of that long and ^-famed metropolis, from 
the numher and ferocity of the wild beasts. 

Now that the houses and walls have been all 
swept away, and the region rendered completely 
desolate, so that there remains nothing either for 
support or accommodation, the ravenous animals 
have retired, and modem travellers are thereby 
permitted to *-iait the site of that ancient city 
without the least molestation. 

WELL-WATEBED QARDENB. 

The Lord sliall guide thee continually, ond wtietf 
ihj sodI in drought, and make fat lliy hoaea ; and 
- than ahalt be like a watered garden, and like a 
spring of water whose waters fail not. — Isa, Iviii. 1 1 . 

Hua is an interesting simile; God promising 
to render a soul so prosperous, as to resemble a 
well-watered garden, from a spring that perpetu- 
ally runs. 

In a hot climate where showers seldom fall, 
except in what is called the rainy season, the 
diffirence between a well and Ul-watered garden 
is most striking. I remember some gardens in 
Afiica where they could lead no water upon 
them; the plants were all stunted, sickly, or 
vithering away, and others completely gone, 
only tlic hole lefl where the faded ^\m<i. \iadL 
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170 THE EMEMV COMING Ul> AS CLOUDS. ^H 

been. The sight was uRpleiisant, and cam 
gloom to appear in erery conn leu an ce ; they we 
pictures of desolation. But in other gardens, 
which the owners could hring daily supplies 
water from an cverfiowing fountain, causing 
to traverse the garden, erery plant had a gre* 
healthy appearance, loaded with fruit, in diaare 
stages towards maturity, with fragrant Ecent pi 
ceeding from beds of lovely flowers : and all tl 
produced by the virtue which Ood hath put in 
the single tulicle of wuter. 

The soul of man is naturally barren ; the gra 
of God flowing from Jesus Christ, the Founts 
of life, can alone fertilise it, causing it bring for 
the fruits of righteousness, to he fruitful In eve 
good word and work. The grace commonicat 
to-day will not give health and fertility of to 
to-morrow : there must he daily supplies frs 
the great Fountain-head, or what grace luu pfau 
ed in tlio Eoul will wither and decay ; fttr i 
Lord said unto his disciples, " As the hma 
cannot bear fhiit of itself, except it otudc m 4 
vine ; no more can ye, except ye abide ' ' 
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Behold, lie shatl comu up as clouds, and his p 
as a whirlwind ; bis horses are swiiW than eut 
-Jeb. iv. 13. 

Tliis might not only refer to Nebuchadncsza 
army marching in masses to altacit them, wliii 
masses, viewed from a distance, would rMUunt: 
cioudB, but uIbo the effect o£ Unui mat^ ii^ 



TOE saints' feet. i 71 

sultry, and over a sandy soil, where each mass 
would raise a cloud of sand, which would be 
seen lODg hefore the nrmy that produced them. 
" "Who is thia that cometh out of the wilderaesa, 
like pillars of smoke ?" Song iii. 6, Thus have 
i expected to meet a waggon, or a flock of ante- 
lopes, or of buiialoes, or some other animals, long 

I Wuce they could he diatin^shed, from the cloud 

^f sand which they had raised. 

r 

*■ WASHIKQ THE SAINTS FEET. 

Ye call me Master and Lord ; and ye say well ; fee 
so I am. II' I tlieu, yuur Lord aiid Master, liave 
washed your fe<it, yu also ought to wash one an- 
I " other's feetr— JoHfT xiii. 13, 14. 

p.. ,The washing of the saints' feet seems to havo 
*J»een attended to in the priajitive age of the 
Church, fiom what Paul says, 1 Tim. v. 9, 10 ; 
for a deaconess was to he well reported of for 
good works, — to have brought up children, lodg- 
ed strangers, and washed the saiuts' feet, &c. 
It seems also to have been a still more ancient 
custom in Israel, for we find Abigail saving to 
David, during Uie persecutions of Saul ( 1 ^m. 
xxT. 41), "Behold, let thine handmaid be a 
KTvant to wash the feet of the servants of my 
Lord." 

Sandals were worn by tjie Jews, the simie as 
it present in Africa, as appears from what the 
llgel said to Peter when he came to deliver him 
honi prison. " Gird thyself," said he, " and 
' 1 on thy saudais," iaaudak uo\extn% w^ 
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172 DWELLING IN TENTS. 

the soles of the feel, the lege are exposed to the 
sun and siind ; the latter getting between the 
saudals and solea of the feet, must have made 
the person, after a long pedestrian journey, reiy 
uncomfortable. On reaching the house where 
he was to lodge, from fatigue he must have felt 
indisposed to take the trouble to wash his feet, 
or put the family to the trouble to fetch him 
water for it, however much he knew he wonM 
be reviyed by it. Ileal Christianity, and fervent 
love, would save him all this trouble and anxiety ; 
the wateT would be brought without asking, and 
the master or mistress would cheerfully imitate 
the conduct of their Lord and Master, in washing 
the Christian sojourner's teet, and be glad to ol^ 
serve his spirits revive, and his tongue loosened, 
to tell them things that would amply repay (hem 
for their trouble. 

In such a climate as that of Britain, and wheve 
shoes and stockings are universally worn, this 
kind act is almost unnecessary. Were it gen^- 
mlly practised, it would be felt to l>c a trouble- 
some, useless form. 

ABRAHAM DWEILINO IN TENTS. 

And lis [AbrsliBm] removeii from lliene« nnta ft 
mountain un Ihe euat of Uetliel, and pitched hb 
leni."— Gbh. xii. 8. 

bis journeys from the . ,, 

it hod been a 
Tlicu Abram mmoved hii t«nt, 
utiil CMtie andOwoU iu Ilie i>Iaia of Muiire.>— Ctiajv 
mU. 9, ie. _^ 
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y laith he Hojourned in the Luiil of prainise, as iu 
' ifiXBiigp oountiy, dwelling in taberuacles [or lent^J M 
.with Isaac and Jacob, tho heijs with him of ttL»^ 
' sanie pronuae. — Heh. i 
Abraliom having, during the early period of 
's life, lived etatioiuuy in a town, must at first 
ive felt a roaming oi moving life, and dwelling 
. a tent instead of a house, somewhat incOD' 
^^^ t and irtsome. His venerable father, 
!erah, whose habits, from age, must have, been 
lore confirmed, would natuxallj feel it stiUiuore 
p. They would romaia no longer iu any place 
rbere they had pitched their tents, than there 
s Buficient giasa for pasture to their cattle ; 
en that was eaten up, they would be under the 
lecessity of shifting their quarters. It is said in 
'^e text, that he returned to his first encampment, 
o doubt expecting that the graas would be grown 
IP again during his absence. I have no doubt 
nit Abraham would be daily inqiuiiog of his 
ather, when they met in the morning, if he felt 
nore reconciled to this wandering life. I think 
'. overhear the good irmn reply—" My bod, this is 
|(>t the kind of life I should have chosen for my- 
elf, but as my God has chosen it for me, I cheer- 
ully submit ; wherefore I have never once with 
desire or regret looked bock to Ur. I shall enter 
upon a long rest by-and-by, whenJI shall reach 
k city of habitation. I feel that I am more 
han ever a stnuiger and a pilgrimjupon earth." 
'. think I see a smUe on Abraliam's lips on hear- 
ing his father say so, as he very probably felt 
WUtcUy ia the game wiiy. XUou^v ^"j \4^^ 
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then both raw travellers in a wilderness, yet they 
were happy ones. 

Perhaps the habits of man can be more easily 
altered (ban those of any other aiiimol. Retrench- 
ment, while at home, is more difficult (o eflfect 
than on setting out on a journey. The mind U 
then made up to expect and endure priTaticou, 
so that we are not surprised at meeting them, as 
if some strange thing hud befallen us. The first 
sis or eight months to Abraham and his fidend> 
would be tlio most trying; it would be likescmng 
an apprenticeship to their ueiv kind of life, hW 
afterwards they would begin to feel at home 
every where. His tents (vere probably always 
pitched upon the same plan in every place, eithCT 
arranged in a line, or in shape of a crescent, or a 
sijuare. His cattle would leave their encampment 
about the same hour after sunrise every morning, 
and return before the going down of the sun e*eijr 
evening, as it would be necessary to attend to the 
same duties towards them. 

They would have regular boors for their mads ; 
and, tholigh they had neither clocks nor watches, 
they could cosily fix what part of the arch of tbe 
heavens the sun was to reach, when they were to 
usserablefor breakfast, andwhenfordinner. Tho 
interior nations of Afiica can assemble with grail 
accuracy upon this plan, and even know distanoM 
somethmg in the same way. When the distance t* 
not great, with tiplified hand they qoiekly main 
part of on arch ;Jif considemHy feither, thev nuse 
their hand higher, uml more slowly draw ll For- 
M-arrf in tlw nir, in thc^shaiM; ot B>\aM-taAi\ It 



if the distance be rery great, they stretch out 
their right arm aa far as tliey can, and slowly 
inaki? a complete arch ; while doing so, they, in 
a drawling maimer, pronounce their word for^r, 
while their arm is forming the arch. In that way 
those present can judge pretty well the distance 
of one place from another, according to the extent 
of the arch, and the time taken to form it. The 
Dutch colonists at the Cape have a different way 
of measuring distances, viz., by Lours of travelling 
in a horse or ox wa^on. If you ask, how fer is 
Sneubcrg? one man would say. Ten hours, horse 
Waggon ; while another who is more accustomed 
to &ayel in wagons drawn by oxen, would say, 
Twenty hours, ox waggon. Necessity is the parent , 
of invention, for in such lands distances are | 
neither marked by mile-stones nor mile-posts. J 

The supposition of Abraham's feeling a tra- ' 
Telling life irksome at first, and that irksomenesa 
gradually dying away, quite accords with the ex- 
perience of all missionaries, and with my own. 
The first time I left Capetown on a journey of 
eleven months, with a waggon * and tent, it 
seemed to me an odd sort of life; but gradually 
I became reconciled to it, — indeed, so much so, 
that I preferred sleeping in my waggon to a good 
bed in a house ; tor I remember coming to a 
missionary station, about the eighth month of the 
journey, wlicre a good bed was kindly provided, 
that, af^ supper every night, instead of going to 
the bed in the room, J crept into the waggon, 
and slept soundly on the matlress among the 
• A waggon may be called a tent mountei on fV*^^ 



1'6 CARbLESS BHEFHEJtDe. 

boses. Indeed, I rcmcmbor at tbat time remark- 
ing, that I had no pity on Abraham dwelling in 
tenta, and having no ccrlnin dnclling-piacci, for 
I felt willing to continue a wikndeiing life to the 
end of my days. No missionaries, then, about 
to Bet out for Africa, need shrink Irom it on ac- 
count of t1ie long journeys to remote stations, nor 
of tlie lions and other wild JJeasts among whom 
they rauat sojourn, for they will gradually become 
accustomed to both ; and should they not be aUe 
to bring their lot to their mind, p^b^ps ibey wUl 
lie able to bring their mind to their lot, a» fatber 
Abraham evidently did. Then he looked fin a 
city whose maker and builder was God, wliiol 
course, he did not espect to find in thu v 
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wliioh.flf 



Neillior luvve ycbronght agiunthat which wa« (faNin 
away, neither havL- ve sougitt tbat whicli wni knt j 
but Willi force uid with oruulty have yo ralal 
them. And they were acattereil, because thvre it 
no aliepherd i and Uiey became mtat tu all tbo 
beaslA ui the field whea they wei'e ucnttered. Uy 
slieep wandered through oU the muuutailu, ami 
upon ovenr high hill ; jea, my flock waa MOtUTTd 
n|ion all the face of the earth, aud nonp did wareh 
or Beek after iJiem. — Ekee. xxxiv. 4-8. 

The allusion is to flocks of cattle in ■ thMi^ 
nuss, exposed to danger under careless Hhqtbcrdf. 
The flocks were scattered ; none were sent in 
s(>arcli of thrui ; die consequence wa<, tlivy bc> 
qMM ibod ior wiU bflnia- 
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When Iravelling in wilderness- parts of the 
ivorld, cattle are, on various accounts, apt to 
wander or to be seatleretl, tiad require attentiTe 
shepherds to watch their motions. Should the 
grass near the encampment of the traveller not 
anit their taste, or be Bcarfe, they will gradiiallj 
more to a, greater and greater distance, till bushes 
or clumps of trees are between them and the 
wagons ; then, perhaps, having the seent of 
vrater, or that of better grass, thcj 'will move oS 
at ereat speed. The distant roar of a lion also 
wiU so alarm them, that they will start oil' Like 
fiirious or frantic animals. 

I remember baiting for a night about a hun- 
dred miles beyond Lattakoo. Knowing that lions 
were numerous in that part, all the oxes were 
made fast by ropes to the waggons. During the 
night lions had roared within hearing of the osen, 
when all, no doubt, had through terror endea- 
Toured to break loose from their festenings, but 
only three had succeeded, which, havin? fled, 
were pursued by two lions, and one of them 
caught, and almost enfirely devoured hy those 
two voracious animals. Afler they bad fairly 
billed the one, they pursued the odier two for 
upwards of tivo miles, when they gave up the 
chase, and returned to feast on the one they had 
secured. All this we knew from the foot-marks 
they had left on the ground. In the morning the 
Hottentots were seat iu search of the other two, 
fhieh they found feeding several miles off. 

The Jewish shepherds were condemned for 

>t seHTohing for the scatt»%d diee^. '^\tfsu 



men are ialigded by travelling, they become lazy 
and indolent, and feel indisposed to act off in 
search of strayed osen many miles dLstaDt; yet 
I never noticed our Uottentots unvriUiog to go ia 
searcli of strayed oxen, liowerer fotigued tliey 
raiffbt be, and rarely did they return witliout 
finding them, though, in some Instances, they had 
to trace their foot-marks for upwards of twenty 



A good name is better tliaii precious o 
tccLEa. vii, 1. 

It is the univer^ practice among the intenor 
nations in Southern Africa to anoint or aaeat 
their bodies nith the fat of animals mixed witli 
red ochre. They must have some object in tow 
in doing this besidiA ornament; or at IcJiat thoao 
who introduced the fashion had. PerliapB it 
might be designed to produce some grutifyiiiff 
sensation, or to couuteract some eft'ect produced 
by the powerful beams of a vertical sun on th«r 
sicin esposed to them ; or to protect thcra from 
the stiugs of various kinds of flies ot mosquitOM. 

Probably the allusion is, tliat a good name, or 
(0 be well reported of, is of more use or serrke 
to a person tlian tlie most expensive oil or oint- 
ment with which they can anoint or auear them- 
selves. Give a minister a bad name, and his 
uaefuhieas is marred ; let him have n good iuudo, 
nr bo well reported of, and bo will gain a hoar- 
iiigJiom most pet^. 



DBINKIMO OF THE BHOOK. 



^Iteariness and length, of the waji nnder a Terticrf 
■on, not only theii hands but tlieir heads will 
hang down ; but on reaching a brook or stream 
of water, they will cheerfitllj stoop down and 
dxink of its welcome contents. On doing bo, 
good efiecte will instantly be felt to follow; they 
iriQ feel rerived and strengthened both in body 
and mind, and proceed on their journey comfort- 
aUj and boldly, and with lively' expectations of 
(d>teining the object of their perilous undertaking. 
This is merely explanatory of the figure. Per- 
kt^B Phil. ii. 7-9 is a commentary upon it. If 

uBO, it must refer to our Lord's drinking of tho 
raters of affliction, which led to his exaltation at 
' e right hand of the Majesty in the heavens. 



And I will mako tli@m and the places round abont^ 
. my lull a UesBiag ; aud I will cause the eliower to 
cmne down in hii leaaoa ; there shall be Aovien qf 
Meuinff. And the tree of tho field shall yield hor 
fruit, and the earth ahnll j'ield her iocrease, nod 

■ ' they Hball be safe in their land.— Ezek. xxxiv. 

■ "6,27. 

't is generally known that in tropical climatea 
e is what is called the rainy ae(uoii,"«\iv^ 
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lasts about three montha in the year. Rain sel- 
dom falls except during those months, and the 
natires look forward to them for rain, the saniv 
as the Egyptians look forward to the ncriodical 
inundation of the Nile, to fertilise the level land 
on both sides of that noted Tirer. Should the 
season pass without the clouds pouring down 
their accustomed treasures, it spreads universal 
gloom over the minds of the inhabitants; and 
desolation over the laud, 

I remember an extensive district in &e heart 
of A&ica, where the rainy season had passed otpt 
without a single shower : all was desolation, ercrjr 
thing being biuiit up, consequently deserted W 
the fowls of heaven and tbe beasts of the fidd. 
This state of things is beautiAdly described. Hub. 
iii. 17: " Although' die fig-tree shall not blos- 
som, neither shall fruit be in the vines ; Hit 
labour of the olive shall ftul P)y producing no 
olives^, and the fields shall yield no meat Tor 
corn_] ; the flock shall be cut off from the stall [or 
die lor want of grass}, and there shall be no hwd 
in the stalls" £from tlio same cause]. 

Should there be abundance of rain the succeed- 
ing season, the alteration would be great ; tb» 
showers would indeed deserve to he called MAottrri 
ofbleasing, for they would spread life every whent 
The dry and parched ground would send IWth 
its beautiful and useful treasures ; grass, 11 
vegetables, shrubs, trees, Sic, would revii 

Erocced to their maturity. Springs, 
rooks and rivers, would all be reple 



all the human family, dwelling iii that region, 
would rejoice. 

The first state resembles a country without the 
Gospel ; the latter, one to which it comes, not in 
word only, but also in power, in the Holy Ghost, 
and with much assurance of its truth and infinite 
tniportance. 

A CEDAR EXALTED BY RIVEHS. 
Behold, the Astiyrian was a cednr in Lebation with 
fair branches, and with a ehadowing sliroad, and 
of an high stAture ; and Ma top was amoog the 
thick boughs. The watera made him great, (he 
deep set him up on high, with her rivers mnmng 
round about hia phuita, and sent out bor httle rivers 
nnto all the trees of the field. — Ezei. sxxi. 3, 4. 

In the wild Bushman country there are no 
trees except near rivers. The first time 1 crossed 
it, we were about a fortnight without seeing a 
tree : at length we came to some low stunted 
ones, but as we went forward they iacreased in 
hdght, which made us hope we were approach- 
ii^ a river; by-and-hy we came in sight of tall, 
stately trees, and on reaching them we found all 
flidr stateliness to result from standing on the 
miudn of the Gariep river. 

The other parts of the passage may refer to 
imgation, or leading out' water from the river by 
Kttfe canalB,tto the; plantations in the vicinity. 
■ Ver. 12 ; His bronchEs are fallen, and his boughs 
e brokeniby ail the^rivers of the land,— 

s to refer to the effects of inundatiotw, «*, 



carrying off large brandies of trees growing on the 
aides of the rivers, Ly tlie impetuosity and *raglit 
of the stream, after great faUs of rain bighei np 
the country. I remember having crossca a wide 
river, which, in two hours after leaving it, rose 
upwards of six feet higher, jet not a cloud was 
to be seen; hut the rain had fallen much hig^ 
up the country. ^^^H 



aiOUNTAIls'S KENT ASrNDHR. ^^^H 

Half of the moujitmn Bhall reniovo towaril the vot&i, 
and Lalf of it toward the suuth ; and yi> dhall 0tf 
to the valley erf the inuuntiiins [or Iietwnon the 
two halves of the moiuitajnfl], for the valley of lhi» 
wouiititins shall reitch unto Aail ; yea, ye shall fl«r 
like OS je fled Eroui before the earthquaku iu the 
daja of Uzziah king of Judah. — Zeca. xiv. 4, C 

No convulsion of nature is so dreadful as • 
great earthquake. The one referred to in the 
t«xt divided a mountain to the westward of Je- 
rusalem into two parts, leaving a valley between 
about half a mile in breadlb. Slost couoim* 
have been visited by cortbijoakes at one period 
or another, but fur many ages Cod has not visited 
any countries with very deslructive ones, cac^ 
some that are grossly Popish, as Sicily, I'ortugal, 
Calabria fnear Rome, the sent of tlic nntivltm- 
tian heast), and South America; to which tnay 
be added the island of Jiimaiea. 

Some time before my tirbt visit to the Otpo of 
Good Hope, there was a fnditful, though not ray 
JcstOKtire euthquake, ^■ihicK wua {i««odsd bf 



Itry weatlier, that produced uncommon languor 
the minds of many. At night the earthquake 
commenced by au awfully tcirific sound, under 
pound, which resemhled that of a thousand 
-waggoiiB running along the street, attended with 
lightning. After dying away, the same astound- 
ing sound was repeated, when erery thing ahove 
graimd shook. The noise was terrific, not only 
nom its loudness, hut also from the nature of the 
■oimd, by its resembling a melancholy groan or 
'. The yery dogs and birds were cTidently 
led, which added to the horror of the night 
I met with two hills, one on the eastern, and 
other on the western aide of South Afiica, 
which appisar to have been dirided into two parts, 
like the one mentioned in the text. They ap- 
peared as if a stupendous giant had, by one stroke 
of a mighty axe, cloren them into two parts. The 
two sides of the narrow valley or opening between, 
vers composed of solid rock, and resembled each 
other like twin brothers ; so that spectators could 
have no doubt but that they had once been united, 
and had been forcibly separated by some dreadiul 
convulsion of nature similar to that mentioned in 
the text. The sides appeared to be some hundred 
feet high. 

OP BIMfEIie HASTILY PASSETH AWAY. 
refore tliey shall lie as the morning clood, and i 
the enrly dew that paiseth away, as the cUaff that 
is driven with tlie whirlwind out of (he floor, and 
a the Buiolfe out of the cliinmey.~-no8Ei 
What a duster of tnmnitory tjb^etft&iatetttife.'g^ 






18* CONDUCT OP PEMALES. 

these few b'nes ! — morning clouda— early dew — 
chafT — smoke. I cannot think of another to aAd 
to them that would strengthen the eimile. 

In hot climates, clouds are frequently seen at 
sunrise, vvhich appear as if lingering at the bottom 
of tlie horizon ; hut the sun is no sooner fully up 
than they flee away, as if afraid to remain inter- 
cepting or preventing his rays Iroin reaching any 
part of the land below. As for the dew that foUs 
before sunrise upon the grass, and appears under 
his shining as if innumerable diamonds had been 
strewed over its surface ; that which causes their 
splendour and glory soon effects their destruction, 
for they cannot stand before its heat. As for the 
chaff blown from the corn-floor in the open nir, 
the wind carries it away in clouds, which are im- 
mediately so scattered hither and thither, that it 
soon becomes invisible among the grass. Smoke, 
also, we all ioiow, however abundunt on leaving 
the chimney, soon loses itself in the air, and doea 
not again become visible. So shall the gioTj of 
Ephroim vanish away, because of his idolati^^ 
forsaking his God. 



Tatr*. Of 

■1 



And it came to pius, ae they came, when Daviil was 
relumed from tlie slaughter uf ttie ThiliHtiuo, th*t 
the wumen came nut uf all the citiee of Unwl, 
■iugiiig snd daii<aii^, to meet king Skut, wilh 
tikl^ta, with joy, sod with iiistruments uf miwc. 
Aiid tlie womem answered one anutlier a* llMjr 
tilaytxL and said, ttent liKth hIiuu hiii thuiuonds, ud 



Here hastening to meet them. Ou joiniog the 
lotty, tL ■ . . . - 



qiTARllELS ABIHn WELLS. I 8St| 

When leaving the city of Lattakoo, to rist 
B king of the Matslaroos, on the confines of the 
t southern Zahara desert, a party of men 
returning from a distant expedition, after an 
«cnce of several months. The news of their 
iproach had reached the town, and the « 



thfg^H 
rriei^^l 



the; marched at their head, clapping theii . 
nds, and singing with all their might, d.li 
rived at their homes in the town. 
On 'witneasiug this scene, my mind was carrit 
^k three thousand years, to the very occurrence 
hecorded in the nbove pusiiage. The occasion, 
o doubt, was a joyful one to the females, Bome 
f whom had their huabands, and others their 
athcrs and brothers, in the expedition, for whose 
wfety they were interested, and bad been 
anxiously concerned. Tiie same must have heea 
^le case with respect to the Israelitisb women, 
dhile Saul's army were returning victorious from I 
jite Philistine war. ] 



QUARRELS ADOrX WELLS. 

And AbrnliaiTi reproved Abimelech becaaae of a well 
of water, which Abimelech's Bervanta had violently 
taken away. Anil Abimeteob utid uuto Abruliam, 
What meaii these seven ewe Iambs whith thon 
host set by themselves 1 And he said. For these 
seven ewu Imnbs shalt thou take of my hand, tliat 
they may be a. witness unto me that I have digged 
this well^GBM. xKi. 25, 29, 30. 

And Isaac's sorvauia digged in the valley,and foniid 
Ibt'i-e a »^1J ol'spriugiiig water, Aiii\.\wVai4.\*wv 



] 8G QDABnELS AltOUT WELLS. 

of Gerar did strive with Isaac's herdnioii, sayingi 
The water is ours ; and he called the uaaie of Ili« 
well Eeek ; because they strove with him. — ^ChAp. 
jixvi. 19, 20. 

Some of the principal disputes in the days of 
tlie ancient patriarcliB, seems to have been uhout 
wells or springs of water, which may iippear 
strange to some European readers, though loere 
hare been bloody wars betncen nations inEurope, 
on much less important grounds than disputing 
to whom a well belonged. However rich the 
pasturage might be in some parts of Canaan, the 
cattle could not remain long if there was no 
water, so that the value of land greatly depended 
on the existence of wells. Caleb's daughter had 
land allotted to her that had no water. She 
stated the case to her father, and earnestly peti- 
tioned him to add some laud to her lot that had 
springs of water. At once lie saw the propriety 
and reasonableness of her re<]ucst, and gave her 
a spring both on the liigher and lower purts of 
the land. 

The well dug by the servants of Isaac must 
have been particularly valuable, as it furnished 
them with sprin^ng or running water ; it mwt 
have run over the brim or mouth of the well, •» 
as to form a brook, which would not only incieaac 
the ferliiity of the land on each side of it, bni 
also fumish drink lo the cattle when grudng mt 
a distance from the fountain.. 

Near the edge of the great ftouthom Zeiun 
licarrt, there is a village colled Chopo, on tb« 
Art baak of the bed ot Ihit nx« 1\0 



GOD MADE KNOWN BY HIS WORKS. 

I which has had no running water in it for many 

I years. With great labour the natives had dug 

a well about 20 feet deep in the dry channel, at 

the bottom of whit'o we saw water. As our 

oxen had not had a drink for 2i hours, we 

be^ed hard for a little to each, but they would 

not consent. We then oflered them tol:«cco for 

L some, which they refused. This was vexatious, 

c could not reach water till the evening of 

e following day. This circumstance will show 

e value of water in such parts of the world. 



GOD MADE KNOWN BY IlIS WORKS. 

Be that which may be knowa of God ia maiii' 
la them ; for God hath showed tC unto them. 
For the invisible things of hint from the creation 
of tliB world are clearly seen, being understood hy 
tite tilings that are made, even hia eternal power 
and Uodhoad ; so tliat they are without excuse. 
— EoM. i. 19, 20. 

The sun, moon, stars, and other visible works 

of God, are his apostles lo the heathen world ; 

their sound hath gone to all the earth, even to 

the world's end. But the heathen are dull of 

I' bearing ; these seem to t^ach them nothing God- 

Lmrd, though they do sometimes muse a little on 

Rftie heavenly bodies. Some with whom I coa- 

FVersed, supposed they got a new sun every da^, 

instead of that which died the evening before. 

Others thooght the stars had roots, like trees, 

sticking in something behind, which kept them 

ia the same f lace. These never tVoagjtvto^ 



as the production of God, or as proofs of the 
existence of a poncrAil, though invisible ageol ; 
but vrheo. I explained and referred to them at 
proofs of a divine agency, it seemed to havi< some 

For the eakc of example, I may Btatc, that I 
once asked a king if he or his people hiul put op 
that pretty thing there? pointing to the sun.* 
He smiled, and said, No I no ; they coulil not. 
I then asked if any of bis tallest men could totteb 
it from the top of the highest hills? Ho said. 
No ; they could not. I then asked how it aaoe 
there, — some being must have douL- it who bad 
wisdom, power, and goodness, for wc found It 
very convenient and useful T llis answer wM. 
tliat he could not tell Uow itcoine then-. 1 ihen 
asaiired him that it was made, put, imd k«pt 
there ly the power of that Ciod whom I had 
come to make known to him and his peapl«. I 
judged from his eyes that the remark made him 
thoughtful, as if there might be some truth in it. 

A lovely tree, covered with leaves imd flow«rt, 
wn^ standing near us : pointing to it, 1 asked if 
he or his people bad moAe that beautiful thins 1 
Smihug, he said " No." Was it any body unan 
the ground that pushed it up i "■ He Wliorcd it 
WHS not." Then, who did it ; for earth bciog 
dead, could not of itself do it ? " He could not 
tell." Of course I told him it was the same God 
who made tlie sun, and made hJm, 
I observed that ttiis also made some i 

• They niimt be »pwlten to oa if Ihey wt 



H A1\>STAC'Y OF TBE HEATHEN. 18ft ^H 

H on his mind, and no doubt afterwards gave rise ^^M 

B to much conversation between him and his chie^ ^^M 

^ who were present. ^^| 
How Clin men in such a state find out, under- 
stand, and believe the things of God without a 
teacher ? Weil might they say, um the Ethiopian 

ennucb said to Phihp, when he asked him if he ^^ 

LfniderBtood what he was reading, — " How can ^^M 

e, except Bome man should guide us?" ^H 

UGINAL AFOETACY OF THE HEATHEN FROM OOB, ^^| 

lie licatlit>na] when theyl knew God, they'glorified ^^| 
him not as God, ueither were thankful, but became ^^| 
vain in their imaginutionB, ajid their foolish heart ^^ 
WS8 darkened. Professing themselves to be wise, 
they became fools, and changed the glory of the 
imcorruptible God into an image made like to cor- 
ruptible men, and to birds, and four-footed beaatfl, ^^ 
and creeping things. — Bou. i. 21-23. ^^H 

. AH heathens, like ourselves, are descended ^^M 
piin a preacher of righteousness — Noah; hence ^^M 
'leir forefathers once knew the truth which God 
ul revealed to men for their salvation. By-and- 
f they ceased to view the possession of it as a 
lYour, and were not tha&kiiil for it, but became 
ao vain and self'COnceited, that they imagined 
tiey could invent a better rehgion than that 
which God had made known ; in which religion 
they foolishly and wickedly preferred worship- 

?ing the creature to tlie Creator, and changed 
[is glory into an image made like to corruptible 
jnan, and to birds, beasts, and ciee^iug tHu^- . 



1 90 AP08TACY OF THE HEiTHES, 

The most northoni African nation, the Eg}^p' 
tiana, though anciently the most learned naUoii 
in the world, took tlic lead, in very remote anti- 
quity, in this mouBtroua, bestial religion, worahip- 
ping as their cliief deity a calf or bull, which 
tliey called the god Apis. After this, let not the 
wise men of the worto glory in their wisdom. 

How far doiva Africa the Egyptian idolater 
spread is not known, nor the estcnt to which 
ihe more modem delusion of Mahomet reached ; 
but it seems very probable tliat little of either 
ever crossed the equator. Among the highest 
up nations which I visited, which were under 
the south tropic, I never saw nor heard of the 
lea.it vestige of either the one or the otbrr. In- 
deed these nations, so far as I could dtaccm, 
worship nothing any more than brutes or devil*, 
rbe true God is entirely forgotten; their fiwr- 
fathers not liking to retain the knowledge of 
revealed religion as it was transmitted to UMm, 
their children now suifcr the consequejice*. I 
never heard of any act of worship, rational or 
absurd, performed hy them, nor ot any portioil 
of time more sacred than another.* They imy 

• WliiJo we have here Uie fair result of our au- 
thor's oLi8(<rvation, ia eo for as be had an e|'|iortttnlty 
of extendioK it, stJU some tnay t)« disiiox'd to qno*. 
lion liow far the tnilh of the 0{iiuiuii otulcil eould be 
oaeerlabiod I>y him, train the limitiHl Hitiim of bia 
intertwiirse nrith tiiemi nitiunB, Bni) lii.i having to 
Miumunieote with them llmiut^ mi tiit<Ti-|irc<l(Tr. wTa 
ulioulil ba maru ineliovd to pnturtua a duubt na tU* 
Mibjecl, as we believe hanlly «jiy nstioii, liowrvir 
ftwfttPBit tot b— gi»iw M >t A«Wwws'<*y>j^» 
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I, therefore, viewed aa wailing till the Churcli 
f God shall bring them something to hehere ; 
»r how can they heheve without a preacher ? 
tod how caa Christian men preach to them, ua- 

a they be sent hy a church or society ? 

> REKSAMTS OP THE LAW ON HEATHEN HEARTS." 

T when the lieathen, which liure Dot the [writtDn] 
L l&w, do bj nature the things contained in the larW, 
Itheae hnviag not the [written] law, are a law unto 
I tiiemsel'veB : which show the work of the law 
n their hearts, their consdence also bear- 
^ ess, and their thoughts the meanwhila 

L'AccUKing or else esousing one another. — Bou. ii. 
\ 14, IB. 

[ Pew nations on earth have less traditionary 
ttauneruigs of revealed truth than the Souw 
a nations, yet the leaiUng outlines of the 
sm still to remain on their hearts. They 
aMm all to know, or at least to feel, that murder 
it ■ Grime (which has already been noticed), diat 
nbhery is wrong, and also adultery ; hut theit 
idtBB of right and wrong are very confused. 

A yoongman, a wild Bushman, about 25 years 
of age, with the consent of his father and yoning 
'Wife, travelled with us for a while to see other 
countries. I ufied, through an interpreter, to 
have conversations with him in the tent in the 
ereninga. To try the extent of his moral prin- 
dples, I inquired of him what he thought waa 
not found to have sutne couceptious of a superior 
being, and of some object of worship, however gross 
or extxaivagant these might be.— £j). 
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the best action a man could perform ? He replied, 
that he did not know that one action was better 
than another. I then reversed the question, hj 
a£ldng what he thought was the worst action a 
num could do ? Hia answer was dmilar to the 
former. I then said, " Suppose you should ran 
off with another man's wife, would you not con~ 
sider that a had action ?" " No," said he, " that 
would be aport." " But should another man ran 
off with your young wife, would you call tiutt 
eport!" "No! no! that would be bad, had!' 
^om this it appeared that his notion of rieht 
and wrong depended upon how it affected him- 
self personally. But being a young man, I Hi 
not consider him as a proper specimen of the 
sentiments and feelings of older Bushmen, in 
reference to moral or immoral actions. I found 
afiterwards that all the heathens knew tliat mur- 
der, robbery, &c., were wicked or bad actions. 
For example, I heaid different persons at lat- 
takoo say, before the arrival of any missionaries 
that Salikootoo, one of the king's uncles, was • 
bod num. Their condemnation arose from Idl 
frequently going, with hia own dei>endents, on 
little robbing expeditions, and that he seldom 
went any where but complaints came of his har- 
ing pilfered property from somebody. He had, 
w^t we call, a had name erery where, or <nm 
habit and repute a thief. 

A BiriLOCiC IWACCCSTOMEn TO THE YOKE. 



A BULLOCK UNACCUSTOMED TO THE YOKE. 1D3 

tliuB : thou hast chaslised me, and I was chastised 
Bs a, bullock unaccustomed to the yoke : turn tliou 
m^ and I bIiqII be turned ; far thou art the Lord 
my God.— Jeh. xixi. 18. 

Ephraim rebelled against God, by giTing the 
^ory that vras due to God to idols. Such waa 
his attachmeat to idolatry, that he is said to hare 
been joined unto hia idols, or emhraced them, or 
clasped them in. his arms. For this God punish- 
ed him, yet he persisted in his rebellion, — hke 
Jeshurun, he waxed fat and wicked. Ephraim 
resisted the Divine admonitions, iu the pride of 
his heart, determining to follow his own way, 
like Pharaoh, who said. Who is the I^ord that I 
should obey him? When brought to a sight 
and sense of his sinful conduct, and seriously tO' j 
reflect upon it, he compares his behaviour to tha^ 1 
of a bullock unaccustomed to the yoke. " 

The simile is a most apt one. I had frequent 
opportunities of witnessing the conduct of oxen, 
when for the first time put into the yoke to assist 
in dragging the waggons. On observing an ox 
that had heeu in the yoke for 700 or SOO miles 
beginning to get weak, or hia hoofs to be worn 
down to the quick, by treading on the sharp 
gravel, a fresh ox was put into the yoke in hu 
place. When the selection fell on an ox I had 
received as a present &om some African king, of 
course one completely unaccustomed to the yoke, 
such generally made a strenuous struggle for 
liberty, — repeatedly breaking the yoke, and at- 
tempting to make its escape. At otjier times such 
balwcks lay down ngoa theii udea on Wkfr, asd. 
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remained so in defiance of the Hottentots, though 
two or three of them woiild be lashing them with 
their ponderous whips. Sometimes, from pity to 
the animal, I would interfere, and beg them to 
be leas cruel. " Crael !" they would say ; "iti» 
met-cy, for if we do not conquer him now, he will 
require to be so beaten all hia life." Some oxen 
would seem convinced of the folly of oppomng 
the will of the Hottentots by the end of the first 
day; aome about the middle of the second; while 
some would continue the struggle to the third ; 
after which they would go on as willingly and 
quietly as any of their neighbour oxen. They 
seemed convinced that their resisting was m 
fruitless as kicking against the pricks, or sharp 
pointed iron, which they could not injure, bitf 
that every kick they gave only injured themaelvo. 



ay GOD FtrRMSH FOOD IS A WILDERNEBB t 

They [the Iiu-acliice) tempted God in tbor heart. If 
aakiDg meat for their lust. Yea, they spake egaiMt 
God ; they said. Coo God fumiah a table in the 
wildomess I — Psalu Ixxviii. 19. 

Who givetli food to all flesh ; for his mercy CDdnreth 
for over Pbalu cxxsvi. 26. 

In asking the above •question, there is evidently 
a doubt implied rcspectmg the ability of Ood to 
do so, forgetting that nothmg is too hard for th« 
Lord, whose power is inlinile. He did fumiih 
to their forefathere a tabic for forty years in ■ 
desert, by daily rmning down a crop of ti 
Aem the field of heavon ; u^ «f<aa aT 
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fed Elijah the prophet, when in similar circum-r 
stances, hy Toiacioua ravens. 

The great southern Zahara is certainly the 
moBt eictenaiTe desert in the world, yet it is in- 
habited by wild Bushmen. When travelling 
paiallel to it for some weeks, I could not conceive 
DOW human beings could be supported in such a 
wilderness, tilt I came to a Koran viUi^e, where 
I found some of the men had penetrated several 
daya* journey into it. On asking by what means 
&e iimabitants of the desert were supported? they 
said, that all over the desert water-melons grew 
very abundantly, and these furnished them with 
both food and drink. The melons were fidl of 
seed, which they grind into meal between two 
stones. The pulp, which is inside, they take out 
and spread on the bushes till it b dry, which, as 
well as the ground seed, they use for food. They 
obtain water by covering the melons with the 
embers of their fire, before they go to sleep in the 
evening, and on opening them in the morning, 
they find a considerabie quantity of water ready 
for their use. 

I remember nieetine one of those water-melon 
plants, which sent forth branches to a great extent 
in every direction, spread over the auriace of the 
sand. I think the ground which it covered might 
have measured the fifth or sixth part of an acre. 
The number of large melons attached to it was 
considerable. I forget if we counted them, but 
I should suppose there might be from sisty to an 
hundred ; and Ood has given them the excellent 
quality to retain thai freehnen fm t«Q -^«an. 
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THE ETHIOPIAN C 



Oh, how great is his goodnoaa, and how woiidi'r' 
fill are his works to the chililrcn of meu ! 



CAN A BLACK MAN W. 

Cnn the Et1iiuplB.n change hia skin, or the Icoponl 
Ilia spMs 1 than may ye also do Ki>ad that arc u- 
customed to do evil. — Jeb. xiii. 23. 

Ethiopia ia the Hebrew is Cush, which sig- 
nitiea blackness, also / burn, which is most ex- 
pressive of the state of the whole continent of 
Africa. The population from the one end of it 
to the other are dark coloured, and by litr the 
greatest proportion are jet black. The grcntcr 
part of that continent is under a tropioil sun, so 
that the inhabitants may literally be said to be 
sun-btimt ; and about the meridian of most days, 
it could not be considered as extravagant expres- 
sions to bear one man say, that he is almost bomt 
up with heat ; or another, that he feels at if 
walking in fire ; or a third, that be is almoM 
roasted oliTe ; when the thermometer, in iha 
shade, rises to near, or aboTC. a hundred. Such 
are natural expressions of the feelings, and tliMr, 
or something analogous, would spontanr'ously m 
uttered by most persons in similar cireumstanMs. 
To give the reader some idea of tlic state of 
lIitDgs when tlic tbennomcler stands about a hun- 
dred, I may mention, that on such a day t was 
seated in the tent, writing, which was placed 
under the thick foliage of an evergreen tree. The 
perapiratioa Uropped lajidlj fioni u>j' ehm^sjulfc 
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were walking over my face, and 
three of their thirsty compajiiflna were employed 
drinking the ink at the point of the pen. These 
troubled me much by concealing the word I was 
forming, which obliged me frequently to drive 
them away ; hut this turned out to be a uselesB 
espedient, as it only made room for other flies 
more thirsty than themselves. Being vexed hy 
dieir perseverance and boldness !n so hazarding 
their fives merely to obtain a drink, I nnwittingly 
JpBt my hand into my pocket in search of the 
luii-boK, which felt so hot, that supposing I had 

3n something from the fire, I threw it from 

to the ground, 
The ravens were walking in front of the tent 
door, picking up any thing left by the Hotten- 
tots at breakfast, as calmly as if we had been all 
dead ; and the dogs folt no disposition to drive 
diem away ; for though they lay under the shade 
of trees, they were panting for breath, with mouths 

Sin and tongues extended, as if in a high fever. 
e Hottentots had dug graves under the trees, 
throwing out all the not sand, — in these they 
nlently lay while the intensity of the heat con- 
tinued. The intenseness of the heat chiefly arose 
from the lowness of the ground where we were, 
and its being covered with sand, and surrounded 
by hiUs, for, strictly speaking, it wanted a month 
of summer, being October. 

But the question in the text is, " Can the 

Kthioptan change his skin" from black to white ? 

■ Ifo, he cRnnol, any more tlian the habitual 

Liliunkaid, or the covetous, oi laai^v^CiMS^ <»^ 



change their acquired dispositions and habila. { 
remember a confession to this effect bj a gentle- 
lunn in a mail-coach trom York to London. To 
him I was an entire stranger, but he actually 
gloried ia his lastiviousness, and boasted of the 
number of females he had ruined. After a long 
discussion on the impropriety and sinfulness of 
his confessed proceedings, we halted at a town on 
the road to sup. On returning to the coach, I 
said I should tell him a secret, — That I was 
secretary to the Edinburgh Magdalene Asylum, 
anil had been thinking of a number of gentlemen 
in that city who were expending their mon«y, 
time, and talents, in order to lessen the number 
of these acknowledged pests of society, viz,, prm- 
titutes ; and here was he, and many others like 
him, doing all they could to increase their ntttn- 
ber ; and confessed that I could not account for 
this difference amongst men, unless I traced it up 
to God, who makcth one man to differ from fto- 
othcri When we stopped to change hone*, be 
prirately said to me, " Sir, 1 know that my con- 
duct is wrong, but I have such a propensity to 
that kind of life, that I declare to yon / cannot 
give it v.pr 1 answered, that I knew he could 
not deliver himself from that propensity, andwu 
aware that if men could save themselves fmm ain, 
Ood never would have sent his Son to do it, for 
God does nothing superfluous. 

When, at five o'clock in the rooming, tho mail- 
coach was passing through Kingsland, whore I 
now reside (the name of which I did not nt that 
lime know), on its Wl^ to London, the g«&tlc- 
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loan took from his purse two guineas and put 
them into my hand, saying, " These 1 give as a 
donation to the Edinburgh Magdalene Asylum, 
to assist in lesseniug the numher^f these acknow- 
ledged pests of society!" "But, Sir," said I, 
" you do not know that I am secretary to that 
institution ; you have only my own word for'it," 
He was pleased to say, "Take Ihem, I can trust 
your word." Should this meet the eye of any of 
the goTcmors of that institution, they will tind, 
by examining their books, sueh a donation entered 
MKiut the end of last century, or the beginning of 
this one. 

On the mail reaching the post-office, then in 
Lombard street, he called for a hackney coach; 
and, while stepping fi;om the one coach to the 
other, he shook hands, saying, " I hope the con- 
Tersation we haye had in this mail-coach will be 
©f nse to me in after-life. Adieu ! " * 

The black Africans, at least while they remain 

heir own country, have no desire to change 

colour of their skin, any more than the hard- 

li, habitual, gross sinner has to change his 

manner of life ; they are pleased with it, and the 

first time they see a white man, they think their 

own colour is much better. However, I have 

heard of instances of black men, after residing 

some time among whites, having been anxious 

to become tike them, and have often washed their 

skin vrith soap and water, as they saw Europeans 

* Though thb etory bo not Afrkan light, it will be 

;eiiBed, as only a little auxiliary light borrowed from 

[land. 



200 

do, iiiorder to effect it; but they soon found it was 
labour in Tain. I have also heard of gross sinners 
coming in contact with the people of God, who 
have become desirous to resemble them, and hare 
been led to wash their robes in the blood of the 
Lamb, und have thereby become altogether like 
the people of God. 

A Hottentot boy, about seven yeari of ace, 
travelled for some time with the waggons, on nts 
way to his father. As he never washed, I thought 
his swarthy colour might be improved if washed 
with soap and water; but, after a fair trial, there 
was not the smallest visible alteration. The cir- 
cumstance immediately brought the above text to 
my reeoUedion. 

Though the African cannot change the colour 
of his skin himself, or with the l^t assistant 
white men can give him, yet the GoBpel, through 
the grace of God, has changed the hearts mi 
lives of many of them, who formerly wem accus- 
tomed to do evil ; now they have learned to do 
well ; old evil habits have passed away, and their 
general practice becomes new. A ilottentol of 
my company being offered by a boor a glass of 
Cape brandy, refused it, nud said, in tny licuring, 
" 1 was one* a great drunkard, but ever since 
God opened my blind eyes, I have ncvi^r tasted 
Cape brandy." Africaner, the noted Alneon 
chief, for many yean, iu the days of bis ignorMKC, 
disturbed the peace of all the regions round aboot 
but when the Gospel came to his peoplci, 
and to him in power, he become a peaccobb maiit 
aati a Aumbic worker ot ri^Klcousnesa. 





e not solitary inalances, but iire stated aa samples 
Kof many similar proofs of the ttansfbrmuig power 
B-<»f the glorious Gospel of Christ. 



lost Higli ; they are 

Tii. 16. 

Israel is here charged with ungrateiiil and 
r&j'pocriticiil conduct, appearing as if they had 
repented of their idolatry and returned to the 
worship of the true God, when, iu iact, it was 
only giving up one idol for another, having no 
repentance toward God, nor faith in diyine truth; 
wherefore they are compared to n deceitful bow, 
which, though it looks well, is useless. 

The strings of African bows are all made of 
die entr^ls of animals, a kind of catgut. Moist 
weather renders it so soft, that they cannot shoot 
with it: should they try it, the string would 
either instantly break, or it would stretch to such 
a length, that it could not impel the arrow. In 
consequence of this being the case, I have heard 
the remark made in Alrica, tliat the safest time 
to travel among the wild Bushmen is in wet 
weather, for then they cannot shoot you. 

Were people using such bows for defence, and 
unacquabted with this etFeet of moisture, in a 
time of danger to seize their bow for self-defence, 
they would he grievously decei ved, by finding them 
ueeleas when most needed. They would thus 
prove deceitful bows. 
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EFFECTS OP OOD BEBUKINQ T 



drf^^* 



He rebukelh the sea, and mnketh it dry, and 

Dp bU tliu rivers : BasLan lon^isheth, and Carmel, 
and the flower of Lebanoii languisheth. — Najidu 
i. 4. 

God has a Tariety of ways of ptmishiDg nations 
for their guilt. The text states one way. God 
begins with, that which is the origin or efficient 
cause of rain, riven, and the fertility of all lauds, 
yiz., the sea, — the grand reservoir from whence 
all showera that water continents and islands ore 
brought. Jehovah, as the Proprietor and Slaster 
of the sea, is beautifully represented as reproriog 
it for sending its valuable treasures to countries 
in open rebellion ag^st his authority, and orders 
it to cease sending forth any more tilt it receives 
fi^sh orders from him. llie sea obeys without a 
murmur ; it becomes of no more use to tlie land 
than if it were dried up, while clouds with nia 
cease to proceed from it, 

Obserretheconsequenccofthisveto: itbeconei 
like an act of parliament without the royal stgnn- 
ture attached to it — useless. The rivers become 
extinct, — their fish die, — their channels exist fiir 
no purpose, — that which was their glory is de- 
parted, — and the fond expcctntioiis of tlie WSr* 
forinir mnn. on reaching them, are disappointed ; 
raCy harts, and other animals of the 
hills and plains, that panted for the watvr-broolcg 

md at tiicir sides full of amazemenl. Yea, ptmi 
ISaxhan, outta one oC t\ie ia<A\. &n^ji!k oauoUiw 
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I ander heaven, languisheth; its trees, vines, shrubs, 
I grain, become Bickly, feeble, and ready to pine 
away. In short, every green thing withers. 
"Erea Mount Oarmel, that so abounded with the 
richest vines and olives, begins to look like a 
wilderness and solitary place : the vine- dressers, 
grape and olive gatherers, are all fled ; and fruit- 
tl and fragrant Lebanon shares the same &te. 

DRUNKARDS DETOTIRED. 

|.-For while they be folden together aa thorns, and. 
while they he dmvlkcn as linuikardB, they shall bs 
devoured as stubhle fully dry. — Naboji i. 10. 

This seems to refer to the inhabitants of Nine- 
Teh, when their great city should be taken and 
destroyed by a besi^ine army. From drunken- 
ness, parties would be found lying on the streets, 
huddled together like swine, or confusedly like a 
heap of thorns bound in bundles for fuel. While 
they were in this dreadful condition, sudden de- 
struction would comeupon them; indeed, so quick- 
ly should they be slain, that it would resemble 
Uie rapidity with which fire destroys stubble or 
withered grass fully dry. 

I remember an exemplification of this in 
Africa. It was on a washing day, when the 
waggons were halting near water. A fire waa 
kiniOed for the washers. A wmd arose, which 
blew the flame of the fire upon some withered 

Sass, near to which they had imprudently kin- 
ed the lire, which was soon in a blaze, and 
qiread so fast that seveiaL aitinles oil &xii^ ^< 
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burned before they could be removed. Id len 
than two minutes, the blaze reacted the spot 
Trhere the waggons were standing, which created 
great alarm, as there was a quanti^ of gunpow- 
der in them. But the Hottentots, by beating 
the fire as it approached with their karosses (or 
sheep- skin cloaks), others with branches of bushes, 
or whatever they could immediately obtain, kept 
it from getting under the wii^ons. In a very 
Bhort time the fire had spread a mile frem na, ana 
soon thousands of acres, ivliich formerly looked 
like a field of ripe oats, were covereil with the 
black remains of the confiogration. 

PORGETFDLNESS OF OLAfiE-LOOKEKS, 

If any man be a, hearer of the word raid not a doer, 
he ia like unto a man beholding his natural &e« hi 
a g]R«3. For be beholdeth himself, and gutilh hia 
way, and straightway for^etteth what uuuinor of 
man be was.— Jaues i. 23, 24. 

A man is llsleninc to a gospel sermon, — aome 
remarks made in it convince him of racioiu 
defects in his character and conduct, which he 
resolves to remedy ; but no sooner does he retire 
from the worship, than both ihe discoveries of 
his deficiencies and his resolutions of amendment 
evaporate, or are completely forgotten. Sudi 
hearers arc snid in the test to resemble a man 
who views his face in a mirror, and thereby dis- 
covers spots of dirt upon it, or that his face is foul, 
and resolves to wonh it ; but when he retirM fram 
the elaaa, Gomelluug eUe eti{^cs his a(U3ttiM» 



FoncETFUL OLASa- LOOKERS. 



3 tbat he forgets the foulness of his face, and A 



neglecting 



to wash it, i 



d Afri- 



[ sliovm uncivilized 
a their faces in a glass, by holding it up before 
them. But though in every instance that I 
recollect, they were displeased with something 
they saw in their countenances, and walked off 
disgusted, in a little space, when two or three 
who had seen themselves met together they be- 
gan to smile and laugh at what they had seen; 
and soon other matters attracted their attention, 
and the whole affair was forgotten. I remembei^ 
hoWBTer, an instance of a more permanent im- 
pression being made by the same occunence. It 
^waB a young wild Bushman who travelled for a 
diort time with us> One day he came into my 
tent when the looking-gla£s happened to he at 
band. On holding it up before him that he 
might see himself in it, he was Brat astonished, 
and then greatly di^usted, which he showed by 
shutting his eyes, Kaaking his head, moving hig 
hands in a way that could not be misunderstood, 

»itnd hastily running from the tent, and never after- 
'Vrards would come near the glass, 
I overheard the Hottentots one day, for their 
own amusement, telling him what fine things he 
should get when he came to the white man's 
town, meaning Capetown; that he would get fine 
clothes, muskets, knives, tinder-boxes, Sec, which 
. greatly pleased him ; but knowing his antipathy 
L to looking-glasses, they assured bim, with much 
• mernment, that he would get looking-glasses the 
ft^aame as the one in the teot, bo ^le «\iQ^ \>« «^i^ 
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to see himself in it every day. The informalion 
shocked him ; he turned away from h*slening to 
them, and told them he did not want any loolmig- 

I remember a similar case in this country, ia 
reference to the Word of God, of a female whose 
mind was extremely uneasy, who declared to 
myself that she was done with the Bible, and 
had resolved to read it no more, for she nerer 
could look into it but she met something that 
condemned her, and only made her more unhappy. 
In such an unhappy state of mind, it ia far wiser 
to say with Peter, " Lord, to whom can we go 
hut unto thee, who host the words of eternal 
life?" for if the sacrifice of Christ which tlM 
Scriptures exhibit for the sinner's reception, fv- 
fiige, and resting-place, he rejected, there re- 
maineth no other sacrifice for un which God will 
accept in the room of the sinner. 



Bring yo all the tithea into the atore-haiu^ tint 
there may be meat in mine house, and prove me 
now herewith, eaith the Lord of bosta, if 1 will not 
Open you the windows of heaven, and pour you eat 
a bleeaitig, tliat there shall not be room enon^ 14 
receive it — Mu.. iii. 10. 

In the days of Malochi, Israel seems to hare 
lost all respect for the temple-worship, and to 
bare taken no interest in the ordinnncts of il^ 
tb<»^ appoiiited by Qod, ibiQ«^ Vm ««nia* 



REqtIREMBNTS OP THE LAW. 



■ Moses, for the trial of thcii Mth and Hubmission 
m to liifl win. It is true the temple- worship was 
f expensiTe, from the multitude of Bacrifices which, 
according to the law, were conatantly to be offer- 
ed ; hot as these were offered by the command 
of God, he would be debtor to no man ; accord- 
ing to his promises they could lose nothing by 
obedience to his precepts. 

Perhaps the time referred to was with them a 
time of great drought, which is a great affliction 
to any country, and especially so where the cli- 
mate is hot and sultry. Now try me (as if God 
had said) ; come forward and liberally contribute 
to the support of my worship, and I shall refund 
whftteTer you have contributed, by sending so 
plentiful a rain, as if heaven was full of windows, 
and pailfuls of water were thrown from all of 
tbeiQ ; and in such abundance and continuance, 
that your lands shall be so completely saturated, 
that there shall not be a spot on the high lands 
or low lands that shall require a drop more to 
KOideT them sufficiently fertile abundantly to 
aoj^ly all your wants. Can you not trust to my 
fiu&ulness, and proceed instantly to the perfor- 
mance of your duty ? 

What a lesson is here given to Christians, only 
Lto believe the promises, and obey the precepts, 
B«nd they shall experience the salvation of God. 

RECHnBEMEHTB OP THE LAW. 
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euf God is one Lord; and tUoudiftlt love the Laid 
thy Gud with all tfay heart, and with nil tby soiil 
and with all thy mini), and nith nU thy atrength : 
tliifi IB the first com iniuidui en t. And Die second is 
like, namely this. Thou shall love tliy neighbour 
as tJiyseir. There 1b none other commandiaenl 
greater thua these Habk xii. 29-31. 

Were these two branches of God'a law niiiTer- 
sally and cordially obeyed on earth, this world 
nould be a minor heaven. From the want of 
obedience to the latter, the dark or ignorant and 
heathen parts of the world arc full of the huHta* 
tiona of cruelty. The aged are murdered or 
cruelly treated, as if useless creatures ; and ai 
for the poor or necessitous, they are despised and 
treated as cumberers of the ground. Had they 
a dictionary, I hardly think the word c/uirilif 
would have a place iu it. The last time I wa« 
at Lattakoo, I saw an afTccting instance of the 
truth of their cruelty to the indigent. As a wag- 
gon was going to the Griqua country, twdvc 
natives turned oat to accompany it, iu hopes of 
obtaining food from the Griquas, whom Chritd- 
anity had rendered more tender-hearted than 
their heathen townsmen at Lattakoo. While 
they waited for the departure of the Tlottentots 
and wi^on, I had an opportunity of witaesdng 
their miserable plight. Most of them were women, 
with some tattered skins about their shoulden, 
and bodies so emaciated by want of food, Utst 
tliey looked more like spectres than homan htiiigi. 
They were obliged to leave tlieir native town and 
aouMiy because do one fVlMA.d»a&w.f^M«wA>k 
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From beyond the rivers of Ethiopia, my Biipplian .^ 

. tliQ ilaoghter of my dUpersed, ehall bring i 
" •■ rs.-ZEPU. ill. 10. ■ ' 



The Nile and the Niger may be the rirenl 
referred to. Probably part of the ten tribes fled 1 
beyond these rivers, and this may hare given 
rise to the existence of so many Jemsh customs 
among the nations of Africa, which continue to 
ihe present time, such as circumcision — kings 
gittiiig in judgment at the gate — brothers taking 
die widow of a brother to raise up seed to the 
deceased — dancings at new and full moon — ablu- 
tion after associating with strangers, &c. 

In the days of Jeremiah the prophet, after the 

irder of Cledaliah, whom the king of Babylon 

appointed goycmor of the land of Judah, 

Johanan led a multitude of Jews to Egypt, 

escape the vengeance of the king of Babylon 

ich tliey dreaded he would take upon them 

the murder of his governor. Many of these 

"lefiigees might leave Egypt on the predicted cala- 

Joities coming on that country, which God had 

threatened by his prophet, »nd might remove 

fiirther into the' interior of the African continent, 

■ and spread some of their customs among the 

Klribcs witli whom they associated ; and, in pro- 

^rcess of centuries, these customs might cvc<:u.I?Ar. 
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from nation to nation, till tbey reached even the 
remote southern extremity of that great continent. 
The descendiints of these scattered ckildien of 
Abraham, who introduced these customs, may 
yet be risited by the glorious Gospel of the bles- 
ed Orod, to the enhghtetiing of Uieir minds and 
renovating of their hearts, and thus they may be 
disposed to bring to God the New Testament 
sacrifices of real, unfeigned prayer, praise and 
thanksgiving. 



FKIGUTPCL MEETING BETWEEN GOD AKD ISRAKL. 

I kiiowyour manifold transgressions and yoarnigkly 
sins : they afflict the just, they (sko a, bribe, and 
they turn aside the poor in the gale from (heir 

right Hats the evil, and love the good, and 

establish jadgment in the gate : it may be that tha 
Lord God of hosts will be gracious unto the r<ni>> 

nant of Joseph The day of the Lord is darknns 

and not light. As if a man did flee from h Uod, 
and a bear met him ; or nent into the houses and 
leaned his hand on the wall, and a serpent bit turn, 
—Amos v. 12, IS, Ifl. 

lerael at tliis time appears to have been gr««tly 
corrupted : their kings and grandees are cfaM;^- 
ed with giving and taking bribes ; both poitia 
equally acting in a manner botb infill and dis- 
graceful, — tlie giTer as well as the laker of a 
bribe, — while they turned away the poor inun in 
the gtt(«. Of course, this refer? to tJie i-usloin in 
Judea and Africa, of kings sittine in judgment, 
or to decide causes, at the gate of tla- cilv. In 
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a dispate between a rich, and a poor man, though 
the poor mou had the right in the question, the 
nch man, by bribery, was sure to gain the cause. 
If the poor man remonstrated against the unjust 
decision, he was forcibly driven away from the 
seat of judgment by those connected nith the 
court, which showed there was a combination to 
promote injustice. 

In the ISth verse, God, in the moat friendly 
manner, connsela them to hale the evil and love 
the good, and they might expect that he would 
deal favourably towards them ; but if they did 
not repent, and act according to his counsel, de- 
solation should cume upon them. Nothing would 
be heard in thoir vineyards but espressiona of 
lamentalion over their unproductiveness ; and if 
this state of things did not bring them to repen- 
tance and reformation, worse judgments wotild 
oome upon them, one after another ; for God 
may be said to have many arrows in his quiver, 
BO that those who escaped the first judgment 
might be overwhelmed by the second ; and those 
-who might escape the second should he slain by 
the third. In this they would resemble a man 
Trbo, on beholding a Uon rushing towards him, 
fled into a thicket and escaped ; but on leaving 
it, he is alarmed by tlie sight of a bear advancing 
towards him, which he also escapes by taking 
refuge in an old biulding ; but owing to his tre* 
mouT and fatigue, ho incautiously leans his hand 
against the wall where the stones are loose and 
open, — the pressure disturbs a serpent that is 
lurkiiig at the veiy spot, which, t«elia% \s^Kfe^s^.- 



IL WORK OF CUD. ^^H 

1 bites his hand, aa4^^^| 
ives morbil. ^^^H 

IL WORK OK aOD. ^^^B 



moded, darts forward and bites his hand, 
poison commimiciited proves mortal, 

UAH A WONDERFUL WORK U 

1 will praise tiiee [viz, God], for 1 ftra fentfullj and 
woaderluUj mode : marvellous are tbj norks ; (lul 
my soul knowetli right well Psalh c:tixix. 14. 

David here records the subject of his medlU- 
tioa upon soiui! particular occasion. IXis text 
was himself, as a. work of God. He contempUt- 
i.<d the mechanism and form of his tramc ns n 
iRATvellous display of the wisdoio, contrivancci 
and power of the Creator, aud cordially citoilod 
him for it ; — which reminds me of the case of > 
pious Griqua in the interior of Africa, wh|tf 
had from his own lips. 

Before missionaries came to that part of A 
he said, they were grossly igDorant. Th« jl 
thing that led him to think of religion at aU, wm 
meeting two Hottentots belonging to Zaic-nver 
missionaiy station, who, before eating a meal, 
offered up a prayer to some one. This led biia ia 
visit that atation to hear what the white people 
taught. Accordingly, ho travelled across tli« 
wild Bushman country, and remained a few days 
at the settlement, during which he heard manj 
things about Ood, Jesus Christ, &c. ; bat faeiiay 
no interest in them, he returned to his own eoot- 
try. However, some dmc afler his retain hoDM^ 
while lying alone at the foot of a hill in tho fiffld, 
he began seriously to thiidc on God as ihc cmttor 
or maker of every tlting. He looked tii a moon* 






tmo tbat was before him, as a work of Oo^? 
which was the first tirae he had ever viewed 
thing in that way, as connected with God. 
then looted to himself in the same way, and 
first examined his two liands, and for the first 
time noticed that there was the same number of 
fingers on each hand. On observing tliis, be 
asked himself. Why there were not five fingers 
on tliis hand, and three on that? pointing to 
them as he told his story. He immediately 
concluded it must be God that made them both 
alike. He then examined his feet, and wondered 
to find the soles of both flat ; on which he asked 
himself, Why was not the one flat and the other 
round ? lie concluded it must he God that did 
tluB also. In the same way he examined hia 
whole body, which made a deep impresnon ou 
liiB mind, and disposed him immediately to attend 
tiie instructions of the missionaries on their arrival 
his country, and to continue with them, he 
.Bald, till he was brought to trust that Jesus died 
}i,Coi his sins. This man afterwards became a 
j . member of the Christian church at Griqua-towo. 



Front whence come wars and lightiiigs among you I 
Come lli^y not hence, even of your lusts that war 
in your members ?— Jahes iv. 1. 

All the inUtrior nutiona of South Africa ardent- 
ly lust after the possession of more cattle. To 
obtain these from each otiier ia \^ canu& ^ 
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almost all their wars ; indeed I never beard of 
one that did not arise from this cause. One 
nadon having made a Buocesstiil attack npon 
aaotlier, by capturing many of their cattle, the 
injured nation watches for a proper opportunity 
to attack them in return, in order to recapture 
the cattle they had lost, and to seize and cony 
off as many more as they can. Perhaps there is 
hardly one nation that has not a grudge against 
some other nation, for having, in their time or 
that of their fathers, plundered them of cattle. 
Every chief that spoke at the peet$o, or patlia- 
ment of the Marootzees, when I was present; 
began his speech by reminding them of some 
nation or tribe that had stolen their cattle, nnd 
ur^g the king, who sat as chnimiaQ of th* 
aasenibly, to lead them against that nation, (a b« 
revenged upon them for Sic depredation ihey had 
committed. 

Liqneling, tlie king, told me, at the first inter- 
view I had with him, that he heard when whits 
men came first to I^ttakoo, and that they had 
corae to leach the nations to Jive in |>eacc^ no 
more to go to war ; — when lie first heard llii«, 
he said, he was glad to hear of !t ; and that he 
hod said the same to Makkaba, the king of the 
Wankctzens, who said he was sorry to hear it, 
for it would prevent his gain, and uRkeil bow the 
young men would be able to ac<]uire cattle if ww 
ceased ? 

Liqueling asserted that, as for himself, he did 
not tight to titkc cattle, hut to retake what hod 
beea twka iroiu bim odA \lu ^eafVu. 
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If tbe question in Ihe text were to be asked 
of the African nations. From whence come ware 
and fightings among you ? come they not from 
your lusts ? — the true answer would be, Yea, 
from our lust of catlle. In the days of Buona- 
parte, the French nation must have said, — From 
oar lust of dominion ; the Spaniards, in their 
wars with Mexico, Peru, &c., — From our luat 
of wealth ; in the latter days of Alexander, the 
great depredator, he must have said, — From the 
luHt of feme ; for after he had conquered all the 
nations that were capable of making any power- 
ful resistance to his attacks, he is reported to have 
wept because there were no more worlds to con- 
qner ; so if he only had had a ladder to reach 
toe moon, he would hare tried to have led his 
unprincipled army thither, to have carried blood- 
shed and death into all its provinces. However, 
■when the Gospel of God has delivered men from 
the dominion of human depravity, wars shall cease 
to the ends of the earth, and men shall cease to 
leamtheartof it anymore; they shall beat tlieii 

looehshares, 
pruning hookt 



And tLe angel of the Lord said unto her [Hagar], 
Behold, tlinu art with child, and abalt bear a son, 
and shalt call Ms name lNlinia,El ; because the Lord 
hath heard thy afflicfiou. Aad he will be a vUd 
tnan; his hand will be Bga^BM vt^rj inaawa^ 



Ifihnmel and his mother, on IcaTing the family 
of Abraham, took up their rendence in the wil- 
demeBS of Paran, where he lived by huntiDg. 
Like Jacob, be had twelve sons, and like his sona, 
they became the patriarchs of twelve tribes, »i«,, 
of the Arabians, a portion of whose descendanti 
are known to Europeans by the appellation of 
Wild Arahs, who hterally answer the description 
gJTen of them by the pen of prophecy in the text, 
They are constantly watehine for, and attoL-Idng 
caravans while crossing the deserls, on their woy 
to Mecca, India, &c., and likewise attacking 
towns and villages in the vicinity of their deserts. 
In consequence of this, all trarellera in their 
deserts, and residents around, constantly, as in or 
near an enemy's country, go armed. 

The pen of prophecy never cits, becauM it JMO- 
ceeds from the pettect foreknowledge of Him 
who knows the end from the bcginiung ; so that, 
though beiiven and earth shall pass awsy, yrt one 
jot or tittle that Ood has ever spoken, shall not 
pass awuy till all be accomplished. 

No two sets of people in the whole world, so 
far as ray information goes, resemble each other 
so much in their habits, dispositions, and |imc- 
liccs, as the wild Arabs in Northern Asiik, and 
the wild Bushmen in Southern Africa. Neither 
of them sow or plant, nor have they any tctllcd 
residence, but roam about hke the wild beast* 
in wuch of what tbcy can obtain by &tr u 



or by foul, and by whom the lives of others are 
held in no estimation, if they can only obtain 
their object. In consequence of thia, they are 
both named ivild men by all who know any 
thing about thera. 

In Sonth Atnca, the wild Bushmen are de- 
spised and hated by all the other tribes, so that 
tne shooting of them is looked upon in the same 
light as the hilling of vermin is in European 
muntries. Serpents and Bushmen are equally 
abhorred by all, and treated much in the same 
manner. 

Whether the prophecy concerning these de- 
■cendents of Abraham and Ishmael, means that 
tiiey shall be wild men to the end of the world, 
I confess I do not know ; but the wild portion of 
Ishmael's descendants (for tiiey have not all 
deserved the name of wild men) have been so 
already for near 5000 years, withont any material 
change. It is probable, however, if not more 
ban probable, that some, if not many of them, 
Mve been saved, for they seem to have been the 
Snt Oentile people to whom Paul was sent after 
liis conversion and ordination to the apostolic 
office, to preach the glad tidings of salvation 
through Jesus Christ. (Gal. i. 17-) Perhaps 
the time may come when those wolves shall 
dwell with the lamb, and those leopard-like men 
shall lie down with the kid ; and when they shall 
tamed by the gospel and grace of Christ, 
that even a little child shall lead them without 
fear or harm. 

The African kingdom of Egypt was condemned. 



I 
I 
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by God to become the basest of kingdonu 
to be governed by sliivea, which it has be 
many a century; but now, in the Prov; 
of God, it se«ms to be in a state of convalei 
and is emancipating from its long and gr 
bondage, ignorance, and stupidity, — whicli 
hope conceruing ibe wild pordon of Arabii 



Let the mighty men come forth ; the Ethiopiu 
the Lydians that liaiidle the shield; tmdtbeL 
that handle aad bend the how.— Jcb. xlvi. 1 

The nations mentioned in this passage . 
African nations. Their weapons of offenc 
defence in Jeremiah's days (about 2500 
ago) were shields and bows, which thej 
eipert in usiug, and which rendered thei 
midable in the field of battle. The same wi 
are used by the interior nations of South 
to the present time. Their shields oie mi 
thick and well dried skins of animals, ani 
bows of a hard, but elastic timl>cr, and tfa 
reputed to be excellent marksmen. 

noBAB ASKED TO BE EVES TO laHABL. 

lilosefi said to Hobab, " Leave as not, I pn) 
{oranuiufh na Uiou kiiowest bow we ore to ( 
in the iv[l(leniesB, and thou tuayestbo tooai 
of eyes." — Ncmb. x. 31. 

Mqs^ and the clulditia qC Israel |re| 
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Telling ia a wilderness to which tliey were utti 
Btraagers. His brother-in-law whs on a visit I 
Hm from the land of Midian, which was not fi 
from the wilderness, with which, it appears, 1 
waa well acquainted, having, no doubt, ftequenlly 
travelled over it vfith his camels and dromedaries, 
Moses seems to have been very desirous that 
Hobab should accompany them on their journey 
to the promised land, of which God had spoken 
iarourablj, as a land flowing with milk and 
honey. Moses seems to have had the welfare of 
Hobab's soul in view in the invitation he gavei J 
him; for he had said (ver. 20.)i "Come thoafl 
with us, and we will do thee good." However, H 
all the answer we have on record which Hobab • 
gave waa, that he would not go, and that his 
determination was to return to his country and 
friends. 

Lest the thought that he would be a nscless 
man among the Israelites had had weight with 
Hobab in determining him not to go, Moses told 
him, that he would be " instead of eyes to them," 
God, by the pillar of cloud, conducted themirom 
ane encampment to another, and notified the 
time when they ought to remove ; but it did not 
point out where grass could be obtmned for their 
cattle, when that around the encampment was 
eaten up, nor what places in their vicinity were 
most infested by noxious animals, and Tarious 
other things which it would be convenient for 
them to know ; and from Hobab's knowledge of 
the country he would he able to inform them, 
and thus would bo "instead of c-jva' Vi V^nas^ 
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for they would not bare the trouble lo searcli tot 
them. 

The simile is a moat happy one, and every 
traveUer in countries destitute of roads and in- 
habitanta will understand it. Haring a mod 
goide, he has no occasion to use his eyes in find- 
ing out his way, in discovering fords over Tiren, 
the best places for baiting at for the night, &c. 

ENDS OF THE WORLD TLKNmo TO OOD, 

Ask of me and I sboll eive tlioe (JsatiB Christ] the 
lieathcn for tbiue iuTieritance, and tlie uttemoat 
psj-ts of the earth for tby posaesuon Psalm U.8. 

All the ends of the world shall remember, and turn 
unto the Lord ; and all the luDdredsof the nationa 
shall worship before thee. — Psalm zxiL 27. 

One north end of the world is the country of 
the Esquimaux, who inhabit the northern end of 
the great continent of America, towai'd the north 
pole. Tlirouffh the self-denied Iabi}urs of th« 
Moravian brethren for many years, a great nnm- 
ber of these heathens have become subjects of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Drawing a line mini thenoe 
down to the southern end of the world, brings 
us to Cape Horn, or the southern extremity of 
America, which is the coontry of Terra del t wgo, 
where at present our T^rd has no subjects. 

Another northern end of the world is IceUad 
and Lapland, in both of which countries Chmt 
has servants, who acknowledge him Lord of nil. 
The end of the world to the south from tbt^w, 
istbacolouy of UaeCa^of OoodUo^^oTcaaD> 
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try of the Hottentots, where there are sereral 
Christian churches attending to the ordinances 
of JeBua Christ. 

Thus it appears that lliree ends of the world 
out of four hare reinemhered and turned unto 
the Lord, all of them utterly unknown to the 
Roman world in the times of Jesus Christ — all of 
them, comparatively, but of a late discovery. 

EED MEN LIKE THE TRODBLED SEA. 1 



Ivii. 2 



, Once a month, ducuig high tides, the sea casts 
ashore an the hench what is termed its wreck, 
or weeds which grow on its bottom ; great num- 
bers of which are torn up by the rootB by its 
troubled waters, and carried by its currents, tides 
or waves, mded by winds, to the shores of islanda 
and continents, where it soon rots, in which state 
it appears to be a mass of mire and dirt. In 

^some latitudes, the effluvia proceeding from it is 
very pestilential. 
On my first visit to Africa, I was directed to 
obtain aU the information I could respecting the 
large African island of Madagascar, in order to 
find oat how far it was accessible and suited for 
a missionary enterprize. I obtained important 
information from several Dutch gentlemen who 
H had traded with the natives. Having read in tlie 
^H newspapers, that when the English took, ftaov tW. 
H French Fort-Louis on that 'wViaa, flxc-^ ^a\w\i. 
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most of the garriaon had been carried off hy 
pestilential sickncsS' I inquired what was the 
cause of tliia unheal thiness, and if it was general 
. in the island. These gentlemen accounted for 
that part of the coast oeing bo unfavourable to 
liealtQ, in this way — That, moathlj, the currents 
and winds carried the wreck of the sea all along 
that line of coast, and lodged it on the beach. 
When the spring- tides ce^ed, the wreck waa 
left dry, high upon the beach, heyond the reach 
of ordinary high water mark, exposed to the rays 
of a Tertical sun, when these watery plants were 
soon turned, into an extensive quagmire, full of 
putrescent matter, which bo coutaminated the air, 
that wherever it was blown it carried disease and 
death along with it. 

It appears &om the accounts received from our 
missionaries who have resided years in the inte- 
rior of that island, that few of the natives venture 
to live near the sea-coast, that the chief popula- 
tion is in the interior — which corroboratea the 
truth of the information I had received. 

Perhaps the simile in ttie text is intended to 
represent the works of the wicked, not only u 
offensive to God, but also offensive, disgustiiig 
and pestilential to the souls of men — which la»t ir 
in perfect harmony witli that other Scripture t 
— " Evil communications corrupt good mm 
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For 1 will be unto Ephraim oa a lion, and as a yoni 
Jioa luito (lie iiouseof Judah ', I, wibdX.'kUI.Uw h 



IIOSPITAUTV 



God is expressing the greatness of his displea' 
sure because of much guUt, by a most astounding 
comparison, — that he would come upon them 
like hungry furious hons on tlieir prey, from 
whose tusks and paws none would Hare power 
or courage enough even to attempt a rescue, 
whether while in the act of devouring the carcase 
01 of dragging it to their den. True, it is s^d 
ibat for a gooa man some would eren daie to die^' 
or hazard their lives to preserve his ; but thoso. 
in the text were not good, but bad men 



AND aOBPITAUTI OF 1.0T- 



Aod there came two angeU to Sodom at even ; anf 
Lot sat in the gate of tiodoin ; and Lot seeing them 
rose up to meet Ibem ; aud he bowed bia face 
toward tbe ground ; and he said, Bebold now, my 
lords, turn iu, I praj yuu, into your servant's house, 
and tarry all night, and wasU your feet, and je 
shall rise up ©uriy, and go on your ways. And 
they said, Nay ; but we will abide in tie street aU 
night. And he pressed upon theni greatly; and 
they turned in unto him, and entered into bia 
houae ; and be made thema feast, and did bake un- 
leavened bread, aud they iiid eat. — Gen, xii.1-3. 



appearance of men, which appears from chapter 
xviii. 22, and Lot's speaking of washing their 
feet. 

The conduct of Lot shows ina fDliXKacw. as^ 



I 
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his hospitable disposition towanls stnuigras, — 
which is of great yalue where there are no inns. 
Simikr hospitality I have frequently met nilh 
from the farmers ia the Cape colony. I yvim 
much struck the first time I experienced it. I 
had halted at a broolc of water, about 60 miles 
up the country from the Cape of Good Hope, 
when, shortly after halting, a respectable fermer. 
whose house was about a mile off, hid among 
trees, came on horseback to my waggons, to in- 
vite me to dinner. The kindly manner in which 
I was treated, though a perfct-t stranger, made n 
deep impression on my mind. In proceeding up 
the country, similar instances of kindness fre- 
quently occurred ; buton leaving the colony and 
traTelling in heathen countries. I met with no- 
thing of the kind, except that kings always made 
a present of an ox to support the party while 
we remained with them. But such hospitality 
Bs I received from the Cape of Good Hope boon, 
I have experienced at the opposite enil of the 
world, an instance of which bus come lu mj n- 
collection. It happened while preaching in tlie 
Orkney Islands, more than thirty ymrs iin>. 
Immediately on my landing on N'orili Ronulii- 
shay, the most norllierly of those islands. I wm 
accosted by the principal man upon it, who wna 
bailiff, with the kindly question, " Are you com* 
ing to the house ?" On my paying the boatmen 
for bringing me over from the island of SaniiU, 
he led me to his home, where I was most hoi|)i- 
tablj' entertained while [remained upon (he island. 
IJookod to liiiu aa%1u&^ot\Atvii)U)^fii)C«fla 
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tlie last sernion I preached to a large congregatioa 
on the island I had just left, the whole congrega- 
tion dispersed, without one person inviting me to 
take Gome refreshment, when there was neither 
inn nor pubUc-house to which I could repair. 
But I recollected an instance of our Lord being 
in a similar predicament, John vii. 53, and chap. 
Tiii, 1 : " And erory man went unto his own 
house ;" and " Jesus went unto the mouut of 
Olives," — which kept me from grumbling. 

Though what I am going to relate be neither 
African light nor African matter, yet I hoj»e the 
reader will not he displeased with its inHertion. 

I was much pleased to hear how the hospitable 
bailiff provided the bread of life for the whole 
island, which is only three miles in length, and 
no part of it more tliaji a mile in breadth ; yet it 
contained 50(1 inhabitants; all of whom, except 
the infanta, could read, yet there was neither 
minister nor schoolmaster among them. The 
biuliff said they taught one another to read. 
They have a pariah church, but their island was 
attached to a parish in the neighbouring island 
of Sanda, the minister of which was old, and so 
timid that he was afraid to cross the narrow ferry 
that lay between the islands, in consequence of 
the rapidity of the current ; wherefore he could 
only venture to visit them once a-year, which ivaa 
about midsummer, when he delivered unto them 
their annual meal, the quality of which I do not 
know. However, the bailiff provided meals for 
the other 51 Sabbaths, by procuring from London i 
a copy of Scott's Commentaiy on Wt YSABiyjj 
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be a substitute for the minister. The church bcH 
was rung on the mornings and nfteruoons of their 
Sabbaths, when the islitnderi all ussembled in tlie 
churcli, where they united iii singing a psiUm, 
and perhaps in prayer, but I foi^et whether thfy 
ilid BO ; after which the bailiff r«id a chapter of 
Scripture, and then Scott's Commentary upon it, 
no man forbidding him. lie used to receive 
monthly the Evangelical Magazine from Londun, 
by means of which they were informed of what 
was going on in the Church of God, both at 
home and abroad. What a change has taken 
place in the condition of those islands in lam 
than a century, if it be true what I beard confi- 
dently asserted, that the ministers were prsiying 
for Queen Anne eleven months aflcr sne wu 
dead, the news of her death not having reochnl 
them during all that period. Kow they havo 
r^ularly a post from London every Thursday. 

With respect to I^ot. with whom we bfgan 
this paper, he wtis a good man at bottom, not- 
withstanding all bis failings, for we know bebnd 
a righteous soul and hated inifjuity, for he iras 
vexed in his soul on account of the abomimttioiM 
that were done around bint, and very probnbly a 
desire to be useful promoted bis hospitality to 
strangers who happened to halt at Sodom, that 
he toight prevt-nt their witnessing and joinmg in 
the wickedness that was going on, and luive an 
opportunity to make known to thciu the Irur God 
ukd thti great Deliverer who was nromiiwd to 
come into the world ; through faith in wfaaai 
suJvation was to be o\iUui\u4. \ Istuv an, old 
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lady at tbe Cape of Good Hope, who for many 
years acted upon these very principlea, when there 
were no miaaionaries in that part of the world. 
The Dutch boors, especially in remote parts of 
the colony, Trere very ignorant, and without means 
of instruction. From all parts of the colony 
these came with their WB^ons, once or twice a- 
year, to Capetown, to make purchases of clothing 
and other stores for their families and slaves. 
Mother Smidt uniformly invited some of those 
boors to lodge in her house, during their short 
stay in the town, on purpose to have an oppor- 
tunity of conversing with them about their im- 
mortal interests ; and was thereby the means of 
effecting great good in that then dark part of the 
earth. God permitted her to live to see better 
times, by the arrival of missionaries from Europe 
and their subsequent labours among the abori- 
ginal population of that extensive region. 

Lot, by his general hospitality, entertained 
angels unawares, and he lost nothing by doing so, 
but gained much, for they saved his life from the 
destruction which came suddenly on the city of 
Sodom ; from which, though a righteous man, he 
was but scarcely saved, for to hasten their flight, 
the angels were under thenecessity of laying hold 
of him and his family by their hands, nndafler 
having brought them to a considerable distance 
from the city, the angel said to him, "Escape for 
thy lite ; look not behind thee; neither stay thou 
in all the plain ; escape to the mountain, lest thou 
be consumed." Thia occurrence may well to- 
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mind us that we ou^lit to be foUowers or imitat- 
ors of Paul, who, roigettins those thing which 
were behind, reached forth unto those things 
which were before, pressing toward the mark for 
the prize of the b^gh calhng of God in Christ 
Jesus. 



THE END. 
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